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HIGH in the world of Letters, and of Wit, 
Enthron'd like Jove, behold Opinion fit!, 7 \t\ 1 
As fymbols of her fway, on either hand 
Th* unfailing utW of Praife and Cenfure ftand * ; 
Their mingled ftreams her motley fervants fhed gi 

On each bold Author's felf-de voted head. 

On thee, O Gibbon ! in whofe fplendid page 
Rome fliines majeftic 'mid the woes of age, 
Miftaken Zeal, wrapt in a prieftly pall, 
Has from the bafer urn pour'd darkeft gall : JO 

Thefe ftaihs'to Learning would a Bard efface 
With tides of glory from the golden vafe^^oi .itiiv/ 

: ^miio r>ri iisQ ifiti to irftnh 9xi T 

• Ver. 4. See N O T E I. 
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But that lie feels this nobler tafk require 

A Ipirif glowing with congenial fire— • 

A Virgil only may uncenfur'd aim 15 

To fing in equal yerfe a Livy's fame ; 

Yet while Polemfcs, m fierce league combin*d,. 

With favage difcord vex thy feeling mind j 

And with a pure Religion's juft defence. 

Blend grofs detra^ion and perv^ted fenfe ; ao- 

Thy wounded ear may haply not refufe 

The foothing acceints of an. l^umbler Muibv . 

The lovely Science, whofe attradive air 
Qerives new charms from thy devoted care, 

Is near ally'd to that bewitching Art, 25s 

Which reigns the idol of the Poet's heart. 

Tho' fifter God defies, thy guarcji^ n^d- 

Shines in the robe ofiire/hcr youth ayr^ay'd, » . - 

Like Pallas reccpt.frqiftijh^ brain, of Jove, . ,.. . 

When Strengchf -with ^Beauty ia her fea|tuf ^s . ftrpve j. 30 

While elder Poefy, in ev^ry clhne , ,. r . - 

The flower of earlieft fall, has paft her prime : 

. -. ■ 
11 The 


[ s 3 

The bloom, which her autumnal cheeks fupply, 

Palls on the Public's philofophic eye. 

B«t tho' no more with Fancy's ftrong controul 35 

Her Epic wonders fafcinate the foul ; t 

With humbler hopes, fhe wiflies ftill to pleafe 

By moral elega^[ice, and laboured eafc :* *' 

Like other Prudes, leaves Beauty's loft pretence, 

And ftrives to charm by Sentiment and Senfe. 40 

Yet deaf to Envy's voice, and Pride's alarms. 

She loves the rival, who eclips'd her charms ;:. '^T MT 

Safe in thy favour, ihe would fondly ft ray 

Round the wide realm, which owns that Sifter's fway. 

Sing the juft fav'rites of hiftoric fame, 45. 

And mark their pureft laws and nobleft aim.- I: ,n*T' 

My eyes- with joy this pathlefs field explore, 
Grofs'd by no Rohan Bard, no Greeks of yore 
Thofe mighty Lords of literary fway hVV 

Have pafs'd this province with a flight furvey: 50 

E'en He, whofe bold and comprehenfiv&raind- 
Immortal rules to Poefy affign'd,, 

fj High 


J 


£ 6 J 

High Prieft of LeamiBg i has aot &[*d' apalt- 

The laws and limits of hiJRSoric Arc : ' ' 

Tec one excelling -f- Gkeck in laXct day^s^ 

The happy teacher <i( h&tm^tM^ phrdbv 

Whofe patient fingers afl the thi^esids' ttatWiilie; ' 

Which in the myftic chain of Mi^joia; ^1 

Stria DioiPrstViy of fcveceft Tafte,. v 

Has juftly fom^ hiftoric duties trac'd, 

And fome pure precepts into praakebrougbt, 

Th* Hiftorian proving, what- Jthe.Csitic taught^' 

And X LuciAN 1 thou, of Hbknoiir V ions fupreapis ! 

Hafl: touched with livelieft dct this.temptinj^themeii^ 

When in the Roman world, '€Ofitupt and vainv : 

Hiftoric Fury: maddened wery brain ; • ' 

When each bale ;Giirek- indidg'd hA» frantic dtcsm^ 

And rofe a § Xenophon: in felf^fteem ; - ' 

Thy Genius fatyriz*d the fcribblingoikyc^ 

Ai|d to the- liberal pen juft leflbns: gave: .! 

t Ver. sS' See NO T E II. 
t Ver. 63. See N O T R III, 
§ Ver. 68. Stc N-OTfi IV. 
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O ikiird to fealbn, in proportion fit, 

Severer wifdom with thy fportive wit I 

Breathe thy ftrong power I thy fp rightly grace infufeji // 

In the bold efforts of no ferWle Mufp, ijiA 

If {he tranfplant fome lively flower, tliat throws 75 

Immortal fweetnefs o'er thy Attic Profe ! 

,11 In Egypt * once a dread tribunal flood j \ff {;, i.if;,i ,^x 

Offspring of Wifdom I fource of Public Good ! 

Before this Seat, by holy Juftice rear'd. 

The mighty pea4> in folemn pomp, appear'd j.jj ^'; 8d 

For 'till its fentence had their rights expos'd, 

The hallow'd portals of the tomb were clos'd j 

A fculptur'd form of Truth the Judges wore, 

A facred emblem of the charge they bore I 

The claims of Virtue their pure voice expreft, S5 

And bade the opening grave receive its honor' d gueft^ 

In fuch ^ court, array'd in Judgment's robe> A 

With powers extcnfive as the peopled Globe j 


? Ver. 77 Sec N O T E V* 
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To her juft bar impartial Hift'ry brings . r^ I .i. . . 

The gorgeous group of Statefmen, Heroes^^Kiiigs^: ><90 

With all whofe minds, out-fliining rpleodidrbirtfa, 

Attrad the notice of th' enlighten'cl earth. - - - ^ :' 

From artful Pomp fhe ftrips the proud difguife 

That flafh'd deluiioh in admiring eyes ■; 

To injured Worth gives Glory's wifli*d reward^ -9.5 

And blazons Virtue in her bright records 

Nature's clear Mirror ! Life's inftrudive Guide \ 

Her Wifdom four'd by no preceptive Pride I .. 

Age from her lefTon forms its wifeft aim, 

And youthful Emulation fprings to Fame. 100 

Yet thus adorn'd with nobleft powers, defign'd 
To charm, correA, and elevate mankind. 

From darkeft Time her humble Birth fhe drew, - ^ 

And {lowly into Strength and Beauty grew ; 

As mighty ftreams, that roll with gather' d force, ' 105 

Spring feebly forth from-fome fequefter'd foutce. 

The fond defire to pafs the namelefs crowd. 
Swept from the earth in dark Oblivion's cloud ; 

Of 


r 9 3 

Of tranfient life to leave fome little trace, 

And win remembrance from the rifing race j IIO 

Led early Chiefs to make their prowefs known 

By the rude fymbol on the artlefs ftone : 

And, long ere man the wondrous fecret found 

To paint the voice, and fix the fleeting found. 

The infant Mufe, ambitious at her birth, * 115 

Rofe the young herald of heroic worth. 

The tuneful record of her oral praife, 

. The Sire's atchievements to the Son conveys : 

Keen Emulation, wrapt in trance fublime, 

Drinks with retentive ear the potent rhyme ; 120 

And faithful Memory, from affedion ftrong. 

Spreads the rich torrent of her marjjjal fong. 

Letters at length arife 5 but envious Night 

Conceals their bleft Inventor from our fight. 

O'er the wide earth his fpreading bounty flew, 135 

And fwift thofe precious feeds of Science grew ;. 


♦ Ver. 115. See NOTE VI 
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Theast qskkjr ifn:^ iBc Anri^iTs aTirff &aiac^ 

Trny its chW bc££ ! s^d farrritj its aia ! 

The Temple-Trail prt&tvd a fijnplc date. 

And mark^'d in plaincft form the Mosxarch'f &tc. 139 

But in the center of thoie yaft abodct, * 
Wbofe mighty mais the land of Egrpt loads ; 
Where, in rude triumph over years unknown^ 
Gigantic Grandeur, from his fpiry throne, 
Seenu to look down dilHainful, and deride 135 

The poor, the pigmy toils of modem Pride ; 
In the cloie covert of tho& doomr cells. 
Where early ^fagic fram'd her renal ipells. 
Combining priefts, from many an ancient tale. 
Wove for their hallowed ufe Religicm's veil ; 140 

A woodrons texture I fupple, rich, and broad. 
To dazzle Folly, and to (belter Fraud ! 
This, as her oefhis, Superftidon wore ; 
And faw th* cndianted world its powers adore r 


?Vcr.i3i. Sec NOTE TIL 


For 


For in the myftic^web was every charm 145 

To lure the timid, and the bold difarm; 

To win from eafy Faith a blind efteem. 

And lull Devotion in a lading dream. 

The Sorcerefs, to fpread her empire, dreft 

Hiftory's young form in this illufive veft, 1 50 

Whofe infant voice repeated, as (he taught. 

The motley fables on her mantle wrought ; 

Till Attic Freedom brought the Foundling home 

From the dark cells of her Egyptian dome ; 

Drew by degrees th' oppreffive veil afide, 155 

And, fhewing the fair Nymph in nature's pride. 

Taught her to fpeak, with all the fire of youth. 

The words of Wifdom in the tone of Truth ; 

To catch the paf&ng (hew of public life, 

And paint immortal fcenes of Grecian flrife. 160 

Inchanting Athens I oft as Learning calls 

Our fond attention to thy foft'ring walls. 

Still with frefh joy thy glories we explore, 

With new idolatry thy charms adore. 

C 2 Bred 
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Btcd in thy bofom, the Hiftorian caught 165 

The warmeft glow of elevated thought. 

Yet while thy triumphs to his eye difplay. 

The noblefl fcene his pencil can portray j 

While thy rich language, grac'd by every Mufe,. 

Supplies the brighteft tints, his hand can ufe ; 170 

How few, O Athens I can thy genius raife 

To the bright fummit of hiftoric praife ! 

But fuch hard fortunes human hopes attend t 

Tho* to each Science many myriads bend. 

Each gives, and' with a coy, reluctant hand, 175 

Her badge of honor to a chofen band. 

Pure, faultlefs writing, like tranfmuted gold. 
Mortals may wifli, but never fhall behold : 
Let Genius ftill this glorious objeft own. 
And feek Perfedion's philofophic {lone I 180 

For while the mind, in ftudy's toilfome hours. 
Tries on the long refearch her latent powers. 
New wonders rife, to pay her patient thought. 
Inferior only to the prize flic fbught. 

But 
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But idle Pride oo arduous labor ^s, ^85 

And deems th' Hiftorian's toil a taik of eafe : 
Yet^ if furvey'd by Judgment's fteady lamp, 
How few are juftly grac*d with Glory's ftamp ! 
T.ho' more thefe volumes, than the ruthlefs mind 
Of the fierce Omar to the flames confign'd,* igq 

When 'Learning (aw the favage with a fmile 
Devote her offspring to the blazing pile I 

O Hiftory I whofe pregnant mines impart 
Unfailing treafures to poetic art ; 

The Epic gem, and thofe of darker hues, 195* 

Whofe trembling luflre decks the tragic Mufe ; 
If, juftly confcious of thy powers, I raife 
A votive tablet to record thy praife, 
That ancient temple to my view unfold. 
Where thy firft Sons, on Glory's lift enroU'd, aoo 

To Fancy's eye, in living forms, appear, 
And fill with Freedom's notes the raptur'd e^rl— 


• Ver. 190. Sec N O T E VIII. 


The 
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The dome expands ! — Behold th' Hiftoric Sire ! * 
Ionic roies mark his foft attire ; 

Bold in his air, but graceful in his mien 205 

As the fair figure of his favour'd Queen, -f* 
When her proud galley fliam'd the Perfian van, 
And grateful Xerxes own'd her more than man ! 

Soft as the ftream, whofe dimpling waters play, j 
And wind in lucid lapfe their pleafurable way, 210 

His rich, Homeric elocution flows. 
For all the Mufes modulate his profe : 
Tho' blind Credulity his ftep mifleads 
Thro' the ^ark mift of her Egyptian meads. 
Yet when return'd, with patriot paffions warm, 1215 

He paints the progreia of the Perfian ftorm. 
In Truth's illumin'd field, his labours rear 
A tTophy worthy of the Spartan fpear : 
His eager country, in th* Olympic vale, 
Throngs with proud joy to catch the martial tale. 220 


* Ver. 203. Sec N O T E IX. 
t Vcr. 206. Sec N O T E X. 
t Ver. 209. See N O T E XI. 
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Behold I where Valour, tefting on his lance, 

Drinks the fweet found in rapture's filent trance. 

Then, with a grateful fliout of fond acclaim, 

Hails the juft herald of his country's fame!— 

But mark the Youth, in dumb delight immers'd !* 225 

See the proud tear of emulation burft I 

O faithful fign of a fuperior foul I 

Thy prayer is heard : — 'tis thine to reach the goaL 

See ! bleft Olorus 1 fee the palm is won I 

Sublimity and Wifdom crown thy Son r f'^a 

His the rich prize, that caught his early gaze, 

Th' eternal treafure of increafing praife P 

Pure from the ftain of favor, or of hate. 

His nervous line unfolds the deep Debate ; 

Explores the feeds of War ; with matchlefe force 2^^ 

Draws Difcord, fpringing from Ambition'^ fourcc. 

With all her Demagogues, who murder Peace, 

111 the fierce ftruggles of contentious Greece^ 

Ver. 225. Sec N O T E XII. 

Stript 
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Stript by Ingratitude of juft commaod — 
Above ^'efentment to a thanklefs land» a40 

Above all envy, rancour, pride, and fpleen, . 
In exile patient, in difgrace ferene, 
And proud to celebrate, as Truth infpires. 
Each patriot Hero, that his foul admires-— 
The deep-ton*d trumpet of renown he blows, 245 

In fage retirement *mid the Thracian fnows. 
But to untimely filence Fate devotes 
Thofe lips, yet trembling with imperfed notes, 
And bafe Oblivion threatens to devour 
Ev'n this firft offspring of hiftoric power. 250 

A generous guardian of a rival's fame,* 
Mars the dark Fiend in this malignant aim : 
' Accomplifh'd Xenophon ! thy truth has fhewn 
A brother's glory facred as thy own : 
O rich in all the blended gifts, that grace 255 

Minerva's darling fons of Attic race I * 


• Vcr. 451. Sec NOTE XIII. 
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The Sage's olive, the Hiftorian's palm, " 

The Vidor's laurel, all thy name embalm ! 

Thy fimple didion, free from glaring art. 

With fweet allurement fleals upon the heart, 260 

Pure, as the rill, that Nature's hand refines ; 

Clear, as thy harmony of foul, it fhines. 

Two paflions there by foft contention pleafe, 

The love of martial Fame", and learned Eafe : 

Thefe friendly colours, exqui£tely join'd, 265 

Form the inchanting pidure of thy mind. 

Thine was the praife, bright models to afford 

To CiESAR's rival pen, and rival fword: 

Bleft, had Ambition not deftroy'd his claim 

To the mild luflre of thy purer fame I 270 

Thou pride of Greece J in thee her triumphs end : 

And Roman chiefs in borrow'd pomp afcend. 

Rome's haughty genius, who enflav'd the Greek, * 

In Grecian language deigns at firfl to fpeak : 

By flow degrees her ruder tongue fhe taught 275 

To tell the wonders that her valour wrought ; 

• Vcr. 273. 3ee N O.T E XIV. 

D And 
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And her hiftoric hoft, with envious eye, 

View in their glittering van a Greek ally. 

TJiou Friend of SciPio ! vcrs'd in War's alarms 1 * 

Torn from thy wounded country's (Iruggling arms ! 289 

And doom'd in Latian bofoms to inftill 

Tliy moral virtue, and thy martial (kill I 

Plcas'd, in rcfcarchcs of elaborate length, 

To trace the fibres of the Roman ftrength ! 

O highly pcrfcdt in each nobler part, 285 

The Sagc*s wifdom, and the Soldier's art I 

This richer half of Grecian praife is thine : 

But o\t thy ftyle the flighted Graces pine. 

And tir\l Attention toils thro* many a maze, 

T<» rcrtch the purport of thy doubtful phrafe : 290 

Yf'l lrtf|i;c nrc his rcM^rds, whofe toils engage 

'I'm I li rti- the fplrit of thy cloudy page j 

l«)U litilittn frviit, its rugged rind contains 

'\\u\U' ittilky iWrctH thrtt pi»y the Icarchcr's pains. 

\^\\\ HtMUv'w p^n^\l (icn\u$> with exulting claim, 295 
Points iv> her t\Vttl« uf ihe Circv^ian name ! 

• V♦^ ♦•y, jtv« NOTE XW 

Sententious 
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Sententious Sailust leads her lofty train ; * 
Clear, th'o' c6nci(^, elaborately plain, 
Poifing his fcale of words with frugal care, 
Nor leaving one fuperfluous atom there ! 300 

Yet well difplaying, in a narrow fpace. 
Truth's native ftrength, and Nature's eafy grace ; 
Skill' d to deted, in tracing Adion's courfe. 
The hidden motive, and the human fource. 
His lucid brevity the palm has won, 305 

By Rome's decifion, from Olorus' Son. 
Of mightier fpirit, of majeftic frame, 
With powers proportion'd to the Roman fame. 
When Rome's fierce Eagle his broad wings unfurl'd. 
And fliadow'd with his plumes the fubjed world, 310 
In bright pre-eminence, that Greece might own, 
Sublimer Livy claims th' Hifloric throne ; f 
With that rich Eloquence, whofe golden light 
Brings the full fceqe diftindly to the fight 5 

♦ Ver. a97. Sec NOTE XVI. 
tVer. 312. Sec NOTE XVII. 
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That Zeal for Truth, which Interdl cannot bend, 31^ 

That Fire, which Freedom ever gives her friend. 

Immortal artift of a work fupreme \ 

Delighted Rome beheld, with proud efleem, 

Her own bright image, of Colo(&l fize. 

From thy long toils in pureft marble rife. 52a 

But envious Time, with a malignant ftroke. 

This facred flatue into fragments broke ; 

In Lethe's flream its nobler portions funk. 

And left Futurity the wounded trunk. 

Yet, like the matchlefs, mutilated frame, * J2 j 

To which great Angelo bequeathe his name. 

This glorious ruin, in whofe flrength we find 

The fplendid vigour of the Sculptor's mind. 

In the fond eye of Admiration flill 

Rivals the finifh'd forms of modem fkilL 330 

Next, but, O Liyy ! as unlike to thee, 
As the pent river to th* expanding fea,. 


♦ Ver. 325. Sec N O T E XVIIL 
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Sarcaftic Tacitus, abrupt apd dark, * 

In moral anger forms the k^en remark ; 

Searching the foul with microfcopic power, 33^5 

To mark th? latent worm that mars the flower. 

His Roman voice,, in bafe degenerate days, ' 

Spoke to Imperial Pride in Freedom's praife ^ 

And with indignant hate, feverely warm, 

Shew'd to gigantic Guilt his ghaftly form ! 34a 

There are, whofe cenfures to his Style afliga 

A fubtle fpirit, rigid and malign ; 

Which magnified each monfter that he drew. 

And gave the darkeft vice a deeper hue t 

Yet his ftrong pencil fliews the gentleft heart, 345 

In one fweet iketch. of Biographic art, 

Whofe fofteft tints, by filial love combin'dy 

Form the pure image of his Father's mind. 

O bleft Biography I' thy charms of yore 
Hiftoric Truth to "ftrong Aflfedion bore, 356 


• Ver.' 33S. See N O T E XIX. 
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And foftVing Virtue gave thee a& thy dower, 

Of both thy Parents the attradive power ; 

To win the heart, the wavering thought to fix. 

And fond delight with wife inflru<^ion mix. 

Firft of thy votaries, peerlefs, and alone, 355 

Thy Plutarch fhines, by moral beauty known:* 

Enchanting Sage ! whofe living lefTons teach. 

What heights of Virtue human efforts reach. 

Tho* oft thy Pen, eccentrically wild. 

Ramble, in Learning's various maze beguiPd ; 360 

Tho' in thy Style no brilliant graces (hine. 

Nor the clear condudi of corredl Defign, 

Thy every page is uniformly bright 

With mild Philanthropy's diviner light. 

Of gentlefl manners, as of mind elate, 365 

Thy happy Genius had the glorious fate 

To regulate, with Wifdom's foft controul, 

The ftrong ambition of a Trajan's foul. 


• Vcr. 356. Sec N O T E XX. 
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But O 1 how rare benignant Virtue fprings, 

In the blank bofom of defpotic kings! 370 

Thou bane of liberal Knowledge \ Nature's curfc t 
Parent of Mifery ! pamper'd Vice's nurfe I 
Plunging, by thy annihilating breath, 
The foul of Genius in the trance of death t 
Unbounded Power I beneath thy baleful fway, ^75' 

The voice of Hift'ry finks in dumb decay. 

Still in thy gloomy reign one martial Greek, 
In Rome's corrupted language dares to fpeak ^ 
Mild Marcellinus ! free from fervile awe ! * 
A faithful painter of the woes he faw ; 380 

Forc'd by the meannefs of his age to join 
Adulterate Colours with his juft Defign 1 
The flighted Attic Mufe no more fupplies 
Her pencil, dipt in Nature's pureft dies j • 
And Roman Emulation, at a ftand, 385 

Drops the blurr'd pallet froaii her palfy'd haiid» 

• Ver. 379. Sec NOTE XXt 

Q But 
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Eut while Monaftic Night, with gathering (hades, 
The ruin'd realm'of Hiftory invades; 
While, pent in Constantine's ill-fated walls. 
The mangled form of Roman Grandeur fells ; 390 

And, like a Gladiator on the (and. 
Props his faint body with a dying hand ; 
While favage Turks, or the fierce Sons of Thw, 
Wage on the Arts a wild Titanian war ; 
While manly Knowledge hides his radiant head, 395 
As Jove in terror from the Titans fled ; 
See ! in the lovely charms of female youth, 
A fecond Pallas guards the throne of Truth ! 
And, with Comnena's royal name impreft, * 
The zone of Beauty binds her Attic veft ! 400 

Fair ftar of Wifdom ! whofe unrival'd light 
Breaks thro* the ftormy cloud of thickeft night ; 
Tho' in the purple of proud mifery nurfl. 
From thofe oppreflive bands thy fpirit burft ; 

• Ver. 399. See NOTE XXH. 

Pleas'd 
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PlcasM, in thy public labours, to forget 405 

The keen domeftic pangs of fond regret I 
Pleas'd to preferve, from Time's deftrudive rage, 
A Father's virtues in thy faithful page ! 
Too pure of foul to violate, or hide 
Th' Hiflorian's duty in the Daughter's pride 1 410 

Tho' bafe Oblivion long with envious hand 
Hid the fair volume which thy virtue plann'd, 
It fhines, redeem'd from Ruin's darkeft hour, 
A wond'rous monument of Female power j 
While confciotts Hift'ry, careful of thy fame, 415 

Ranks in her Attic band thy filial name. 
And fees, on Glory's ftage, thy graceful mien 
Clofe the long triumph of her ancient fcene \ 


END OF THE FIRST EPISTLE. 
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Sunt et alii Scriptores boni : fed nos genera deguftamus, noa 
bibliothecas excutimus, Quintil, Lib. x*^ 
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ARGUMENT 

OF THE SECOND EPISTLE. 

DefeEis of the Monkijb Hiftorians — our obligations to the 
beft of them* — Contrafi between two of the mofi fabulous^ 
and two of the mofi rational,-— -IndulgeTtce due to Writers 
of the dark Ages^-^Slofw Progrefs of the human M^hd*--^ 
Chivalry. — > Fno i is /v*:^ . rrr-, J^iyal of ancient Learning 
under Leo "Ki^-^HiJlorians in Italyy Machiavel, Guic- 
ciARDiN, Da VILA, and Father Paul — in Portugal^ 
OsoRius — in Spitiny Mariana— •/» France^ Thuanus. 
— Praife of Toleration. — Voltaire. — Addrefs to Eng- 
land. — .Clarendon — Burnet — Rapin — Hume — Lyt- 
TELTON. — Reafon for not attempting to defcribe any 
living Hiftorian, 


E P I S T L E II. 


AS eager Foflilifts with ardour pore . 
On the flat mar^- of the pebbled (hore, 
Hoping fome curious Shell, or Goral-rooC, 
May pay the labours of their long .purfuit 3 
And yield their hand the pleafure to difplay <j 

Nature's negleded Gems in nice arrays, ... 
So, Gibbon I toils the mind, whofe labour wades 
Thro' the dull Chronicle's monaflic {hades, . 
To pick from that drear coafl, with learned care. 
New fhells of Knowledge, thinly fcatter*d there ; 10 
Who patient hears, while cloifter'd Dullnefs tells 
The lying legend of her murky cells i 

10 Ot 
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Or flrangely mingles, in her phrafe uncouth, 

Difigufling Lies with tiniriipbft&hl Truth t 

How Bifhops give (each torturing Fiend o'ercome) 15 

Life to itjie faint, and language to the dumb-i 

How fainted Kings renounce, with holy dread, • 

The chafte endearments of their marriage-bed t 

How Nuns, entranced, to joys celefHal moimt,^-(* 

Made drunk with rapture from a facred fount : 20 

How cunning Priefts their dying Lord cajole> 

And take* his riches to enfure hb foul t ^ 

While he endoWs them, in his pious will. 

With thofe deaf gifts, the Meadow, and the Mill,t 

"fhey wifely chronicle his Spirit*s health, 25 

And give him Virtue in return for Wealth* 

So HiftVy finks, by Hypocrites depreft. 

In the coarfc habit of the cloifter dreft ; 

While her weak Sons that noxious air imbibe. 

Such ;u^ the talcs of their monafHc tribe f 30 

♦ Ver. T7. Sfff N O T E I. 
-^ Vcr. 19. See N O T £ II. 
J Vfcr. 2i. S<fc N O T E DL 
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But let not Pride, with blind contempt, arraign ' * 
Each early Writer in that humble train I. 
No ! let the Mufe, a Friend to every claim, " '*>' - 

That marks the Candidate for honeft fame, •' ' ■ 

Be juft to patient Worthj feverely funk, > 3 J 

And paint the merits of the modeil Mo;ik 1 ■■■ - ^ '- > 

Ye purer minds! who ftopt, with native force^ • /' /i 
Barbaric Ignorance's brutal cpurfe ; '' 

Who, in the ^cld of Hifl'ry,.dark and wafte,! >..;'. ru IT 
Your limple path with fteady patience trac'd; ., ' '4^ 
Bleft be your labours I and your virtues blefk \ j . 
Tho' paid with infult, aind with fcorn oppreft, -. 'j 

Ye refcu'd Learning's lamp from total night. 
And fav'd with anxious toil the trembling light, y ..^ r 

In the wild ftorm of that tempeftuous time, ' ' 4| 

When Superftition cherifh'd every crime ; 
When meaner Priefts pronounc'd with fait' ring tongue, 
Nor knew to read the jargon which they fung ; , 
When Nobles, train'd like blood-hounds to deftroy, 
In ruthlefs rapine plac'd their favage joy ; 50 

And 
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And Monarchs wanted ev'n the fkill to frame 

The letters that compos'd their mighty name. 

How ftrong the mind, that, try'd bj ills like thefc, 

Could write untainted with the Timers difeafe \ 

That, free from Folly's lie, and Fraud's pretence, 55 

Could rife to flmpie Truth, and fober Senfe ! 

Such minds exiiled in the darkeft hour 

Of blind Barbarity's debaflng power. 

If mitred Turpin told, in wildeft ftrain, * 
Of giant-feats atchiev'd by Charlemain ; 60 

Of fpears, that blofibm'd like the flowery thorn, 
Of Roland's magic fword, and ivory horn, 
Whofe found was wafted by an angel's wing. 
In notes of anguifli, to his diftant king ; 
Yet modeft ^ginhard, with grateful care,f 65 

In purer colours, and with Nature's air. 
Has drawn diftinftly, in his clear record, 
A jufter portrait of this mighty Lord, 


* Ver. 59. Sec N O T E IV. 
t Ver. 65. See N O T E V. 


Whofe 
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Whofe forceful lance, againft the Pagan hurray- 
Shone the bright terror of a barbarous world. 70 
Nor on his mafter does he idly fliower 
The prieftly gifts of fupernat'ral Power : 
This candid Scribe of Gratitude and Truth, 
Corredlly paints the Patron of his youth, 
Th' imperial Savage, whofe unletter'd mind 75 
Was adive, ftrong, beneficent, and kind ; 
Who, tho' he lov*d the Learned to requite. 
Knew not that fimplefl art, the art to write. 
If Britifli Geffrey fill'd his motley page * 
With Merlin's fpells, and Uther's amorous rage ; 80 
With fables from the field of Magic glean'd, 
Giant and Dragon, Incubus and Fiend ; 
Yet Life's great drama, and the Deeds of men. 
Sage Monk of Malm'fbury I engag'd thy pen. f 
Nor vainly doft thou plead, in modeft phrafe, 85 
Thy manly paffion for ingenuous praife : 

• Ver. 79. Sec NOTE VI. 
t Ver. 84. See N O T E VII, 

F 'Twas 


C 34 J 

'Twas thine the labours of thy Sires to clear 

From Fi<aion*s hardened fpots, with toil fevere ; 

To form, with eyes intent on public life, 

Thy bolder {ketches of internal ftrife ; 90 

And warmly celebrate, with love refin'd. 

The rich endowments of thy Glo'ster*s mind ; 

May this, thy Praife, the Monkifh pen exempt 

From the ungenerous blame of blind Contempt ! 

Tho' Truth appear to make thy works her care, 95 
The lurking Prodigy ftill lingers there : 
But let not cenfure on thy name be thrown 
For errors, fpringing from thy age alone ! 
Shame on the Critic ! who, with idle fcorn, 
Depreciates Authors, in dark periods born, 100 

Becaufe they want, irregularly bright. 
That equal Knowledge, and that fteadier Light, 
Which Learning, in its wide meridian blaze, 
Has haply laviiK*d on his luckier days ! 

In all its various paths, the human Mind 105 

Feels the firft efforts of its ftrength confin'd ; 

3 And 
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'And in the field, where Hiftory's laurels grow. 
Winds its long march fuperlatively flow : 
Like Fruit, whofe tafte to fweet luxuriance runs 
By conftant fuccour from autumnal funs, up 

This lovely Science ripens by degrees. 
And late is fafliion'd into graceful eafe. 

In thofe enlivening days, when Europe rofe 
From the long preflure of lethargic woes ; 
When the Proven9al lyre, with rofes dreft, ^'Sl 

By ardent Love's extatic fingers preft, >■ 

Wak'd into life the Genius of the Weft ; J 

When Chivalry, her banners all unfurl'd 
FUl'd with heroic fire the fplendid world ; 
In.high-plum'd grandeur held her gorgeous reign, 120 
And rank'd each brilliant Virtue in her train ; 
When ftie imparted, by her magic glove. 
To Honour ftrength, and purity to Love ; 
New-moulded Nature on her nobleft plan, 
And gave frcfli finews to the foul of man : 125 

When the chief model of her forming hand, 
Our fable Edward, on the Gallic ftrand,. 

F 2 Difplay*d 


[ 36 ] 

Difplay'd that fpirit which her laws beftow. 

And fhone the idol of his captive foe : 

Unbleft with Arts, th' unletterM age could yield 130 

No fkilful hand, to paint from Glory's field 

Scenes, that Humanity with pride muft hear, 

And Admiration honour with a tear. 

Yet Courtefy, with generous Valour join'd, 
Fair Twins of Chivalry ! rejoiced to find 135 

A faithful Chronicler in plain Froissart ; * 
As rich in honefty as void of art. 
As the young Peafant, led by fpirits keen 
To fome great city's gay and gorgeous fcejie. 
Returning, with increafe of proud delight, 140 

Dwells on the various fplendor of the fight ; 
And gives his tale, tho' told in terms uncouth. 
The charm of Nature, and the force of Truth, 
Tho' rude engaging ; fuch thy fimple page 
Seems, O Froissart ! to this enlighten'd age, 145 

Proud of their fpirit, in thy writings fhewn, 
Fair Faith and Honour mark thee for their own ; 

* Ver. 136. Sec NOTE VIIL 

Tho' 
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Tho* oft the dupe of thofe delufive times, 

Thy Genius, fofter'd with romantic rhymes, 

'Appears to play the legendary Bard, 150 

And trefpafs on' the Truth it meant to guard. 

Still ftiall thy Name, with lading glory, ftand 

High on the lift of that advent'rous band. 

Who, bidding Hiftory fpeak a modern Tongue, 

From her cramp'd hand the Monkifli fetters flung, 155 

While yet deprefs'd in Gothic night fhe lay. 

Nor faw th' approaching dawn of Attic day. 

On the bleft banks of Tiber's honour'd ftream 
Shone the firft glance of that reviving beam ; 
Enlighten'd Pontiffs, on the very fpot 1 60 

Where Science was profcrib*d, and Senfe forgot ; 
Bade Learning ftart from out her mbuld'ring tomb. 
And taught new laurels on her brow to bloom ; 
Their Magic voice invok'd all Arts, and all 
Sprung into glory at the potent call. 165 

As in Arabia's wafte, where Horror reigns. 
Gigantic tyrant of the burning plains ! 

The 
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The glorious bounty of fome Royal mind. 
By Heaven infpir'd, and friend to human kind, 
Bids the rich Strudure of refrefhment rife, 170 

To chear the Traveller's defpairing eyes,; 
Who fees with ra.pture the new fountains burft, 
And, as he flakes his foul-fubduing third, 
BlefTes the hand which all his pains beguil'd. 
And rais'd ^n Eden in the dreary wild : 1 75 

Such praifes, Leo I to thy name are due. 
From all, who Learning's cultur'd field review. 
And to its Fountain, in thy liberal heart. 
Trace the diffufive Stream of modern Art. 
'Twas not thy praife to animate alone 180 

The fpeaking Canvafs, and the breathing Stone, 
Or tides of Bounty round ParnafTus roll. 
To quicken Genius in the Poet's foul ; 
Thy Favour, like the Sun's prolific ray, 
Brought the keen Scribe of Florence into Day;* 185 


• Ver. 185. Sec NOTE IX. 


Whofe 
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Whofe fubtle Wit difcharg'd a dubious fliaft, 

Call'd both the Friend and Foe of Kingly Craft. 

Tho', in his maze of Politics pcrplcxt, 

Great Names have differ* d on that doubtful text ; 

Here crown'Awith praife, as true to Virtue's fide, 190 

Xhere view'd with horror, as th* Affaffin's guide 5 

High in a purer (phcre, he fhines afar, 

And Hift'ry hails him as her Morning-ftar. 

Nor lefs, O Leo ! was it thine to raife 
The great Hiftoric Chief of modern days, * 195 

The folemn Guicciardin, whofe pen fevere, 
Unfway'd by favour, nor reftrain*d by fear, 
Mark*d in his clofe of life, with keen difdain, 
Each fatal blemifh in thy motley reign ; 
Who, like Olorus* SoUj^ of fpirit chafte, 200 

And form'd to martial toils, minutely trac*d 
The woes he faw his bleeding country bear. 
And wars, in which he claimed no trivial fhare. 


• Ver. 1915. See NOTE X. 


With 
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With equal wreaths • let Davila be crownM, * 
Alike in letters and in arms renown'd ! 205 

Who, from his country driv'n by dire mifchance, 
Plung'd in the civil broils of bleeding France, 
Maintaining ftill, in Party's raging fea. 
His judgment fteady, and his fpirit free ; 
Save when the fierce religion of his Sires 210 

Drown*d the foft zeal Humanity infpires : 
Who boldly wrote, with fuch a faithful handj 
The tragic ftory of that foreign land, 
The hoary Gallic Chief, whofe tranquil age 
LiftenM with joy to his recording page, 215 

Tracing the fcenes familiar to his youth. 
Gave his ftrong fandion to th* Hiftorian*s truth. 

Oh Italy ! tho' drench'd with civil blood, 
Tho' drown'd in Bigotry's foul-quenching flood, 
Hiftoric Genius, in thy troubles nurft, 220 

Ev'n from the darknefs of the Convent burft. 


• V€r. 204. Sec NOTE XI. 


Venice 
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V^ftice may boftft eternal Honour,- won 

By the bright labours of her dauntkfs Son, 

Whofe hand the curtains of the Conclave drew, 

And gave each prieftly art to public view. 205 

Sarpi, bleft nanael from every foible dear, • 
Not more to Science than to Virtue dear. 
Thy pen, thy life, of cijual praife fecure! 
Both wifely bold, and both fublimely pure ! 
That Freedom bids me on thy merits dwell, 9^9 

Whole radiant form illum'd thy letter'd cell ; 
Who to ^hy hand the hobleft taik aCign'd, 
That earth can ofier to a heavenly mind : 
With Reafon's arois to guard invaded laws, 
And guide the pea of Truth in Freedom's cauie. 235 . 
Too firm of heart at Danger's cry to floop. 
Nor Lucre's fl^e, nor vaiii Ambition^s dupe. 
Thro' length of days invariably the fame, 
Thy Country 'sJiiberty thy confUat aim { r '. - I > . 


* Ver. hzS, ^ Sec N O T P XH. 


For 
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For this thy fpirit dar'd th* Aflaffin's knife, 240 

TJiat with repeated guilt purfu d thy life ; 

For this thy fervent and unweary'd care 

Fonn*d, ev*n in death, thy patriotic prayer, 

And, while his fhadows on thine eye-lids hung, 

** Be it immortal !'* trembled on thy tongue. 245 

But not reflrided, by the partial Fates, 
To the bright clufter of Italian States, 
The light of Learning, and of liberal Tafte, 
DifFufely (hone o'er Europe's Gothic wafte. 

On Tagus* fhore, from whofe admiring fband . 250 
Great Gama ^'d, when his adventurous hand 
The flag of glorious enterprise unfurl'd, 
Xo purchafe with his toils the Eaftern world. 
The dear Osorius, in his claflic phrafe, * 
Portrayed the Heroes of thofe happier days, 255: 

When Lufitania, once a mighty name, 
OutftrippM each rival in the chace of Fame : ) 

! Vcr. 254. Set NOTE XHl. 
•:/. O Mild 
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Mild and majeftic, her Hiftorian*s page 

Shares in the glory of her brighteift age. 

Iberia's Genius bids juft Fame allo^r 260 

An equal wreath to Mariana's brow : * ' 

Skill'd to illuminate the diftant fcene, 

In didion graceful, and of fpirit keen. 

His labour, by his country's love endear'd, . 

The gloomy chaos of her Story clear'd, 265 

He firft afpir'd its fcatter'd parts to clafs, 
And bring to jufler form the mighty mafs ; 
As the nice hand of Geographic art 
. Draws the vaft globe on a contraxSled chart. 
Where Truth uriinjur'd fees, with glad furprize, . 270 
Her fliape ftill perfed, tho' of fmaller fize. • 
Exalted Mind J who felt the People's right, • ■ 
In climes, where fouls are cruih'dby Kingly might ; 
And dar'd, unaw'd before a tyrant's thirone-, . > 

To make the fandity of Fre;edom known! 27^, 

• V€r. 261.' See N O T^E'XlV. 
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But (hort, O Genius ! is thy tmifient hour, * 
In the dark regions of deTpotic Poorer. 
As the faint ftniggle of the Iblar beam. 
When vapours intercept the golden ftreaniy 
Pouring thro' parted clouds a glanciDg fire, 280 

Plays, in {hort triumph, oil ^me jgUttering fpire j 
But while the eye admires the partial ray. 
The pale and watery Inftre melts away : 
Thus gleams of literary (plendor play*d. 
And thus on ^xdn's o-*erclouded realm decayed : 285. 
While happier France, with longer glory bright. 
Caught richer flafhes of the Ajing light. 

There, with the dignity of virtuous Pride, 
Thro* painful (cenes of pubKc iervice try'd. 
And keenly confdous of his Country's woes, 290 

The liberal fpirit of Thvaki7» rofe : * 
0*er Earth's wide fiage a euridus eye be c^. 
And caught the living pageant s it paid i 


! y«r, 291. See NOTE XT. 
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With patriot' care 'mofk eager to adv^ance 

The rights of Nature, and the weal of France ! 295 

His language noble, as his temper clear 

From Fadion*s rage, and Superftition's fear I 

In Wealth laborious I amid Wrongs fedate I 

His Virtue lovely, as his Genius great 1 

Ting*d with fome marks, that from his climate fpring, 

tie priz'd his Country, but ador'd his King j 301 

Yet with a zeal from flavifli awe refin'd. 

Shone the clear model of a Gallic mind. 

Thou friend of Science I 'twas -thy fignal praife, 

A juft memorial of her Sons to raife ; 305 

To blazon firft, on Hift'ry's brighter leaf. 

The laurel'd Writer with the laurel'd Chief I 

But O ! pure Spirit I what a fate was thine I 
How Truth and Reafon at thy wrongs repine I 
How blame thy King, tho' roh*d in Honour's ray, 310 
Who left thy Fame to fubtle Priefts a prey. 
And tamely faw. their murky wiles overwhelm 
Thy works, the light of his reviving realm I 

9 V Tho* 
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Tho' PontiflTs execrate, and Kings Ibetray, ' * 

Let not this fate your generous warmth allay, 315 

Ye kindred Worthies ! who ftill dare to wield 
Reafon's keen fword, and Toleration's fhield, 
In climes where Perfecution*s iron mace 
Is rais*d to maffacre the human race I 
The heart of Nature will your virtue feel, 32O 

And her immortal voice reward your zeal : 
Firft in her praife her fearlefs champions live, 
Crown'd with the nobleft palms that earth can give. 
Firm in this band, who to her aid advance, 
And high amid th' Hiftoric fons of France, 325 

Delighted Nature faw, with partial care. 
The lively vigour of the gay Voltaire ; 
And fondly gave him, with Anacreon's fire. 
To throw the hand of Age acrofs the lyre : 
But mute that vary'd voice, which pleas'd fo long ! 33P 
Th' Hiftorian s tale is clos'd, the Poet's fong I 
Within the narrow tomb behold hini lie, 
Who fiU'd fo large a fpace in Learning's eye I 

7 Thou 
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Thou Mind unweary*d I thy ^long toils are o'er ; 
Cenfure and Praife.can touch thy ear no more : 335 

Still let me breathe with juft regret thy name, 
Lament thy foibles^ and thy powers proclaim !: 

On the wide fea of Letters 'twas thy boaft 
To croud each fail, and touch at every eoaft :. 
From that rich deep how often haft thou brought 340 
The pure and precious pearls of fplendid Thought ! 
How didft thou triumph on that fubje^- tide. 
Till Vanity's wild guft, and flormy Pride, 
Drove thy ftrong bark, in evil hour, to fplit 
Upon the fatal rock of impious Wit t 345' 

But be thy failings cover'd by thy tomb I 
And guardian laurels o'er thy alhes bloom I 

From the Ipng annals. o,f the world thy art. 
With chemic procef^ drew the richer parti ,j 
To Hift'ry gavea philofophic air, 35P 

And made the intereft of mankind her car^; • 
Pleas'd her grave brow with garlands to adorn, 
And from the rofc of Knowledge ftrip the thorn. 

Thy 
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Tliy lively Eloquence, in profe, in vcrfe. 

Still keenly bright, and elegantly tetfe, 355 

Flames with bold fpirit ; yet is idly ralh : 

Thy promis'd light is oft a dazzling flafh ; 

Thy .Wifdom verges to farcaftic fport, 

Satire thy joy I and ridicule thy fort! 

But the gay Genius of the Gallic foil, 360 

Shrinking from folemn tafks of ferious toil. 

Thro' every icene his playful air maintains. 

And in the light Memoir unrival'd reigns. 

Thy Wits, O France 1 (as e'en thy Critics own) ♦ 

Support not Hiftory's majeftic tone-; 365 

They^ like thy Soldiers, want, in feat« of length. 

The perfevering foul of Britifli ftrength. 

Hail to thee, Britain ! hail ! delightful land ! 
I fpring with filial joy to reach thy ftrand : - 

And thou ! bleft nourifher of Souls, fublime 370 

As e'er immortaliz'd their native clinie,' ' 


• Vcr. 364. See NOTE XVI. 
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Rich in Poetic treafures, yet excufe * ' 

The trivial offering of an humble Mufe, 
Who pants to add, with. fears by love o'ercome, 
Her mite of Glory to thy couritlefs fum ! 375 

With vary'd colours, of the richeft die. 
Fame's brilliant; banners o'er thy Offspring fly : 
In native Vigour bold, by Freedom led, 
No path of Honour have they fail'd to tread : 
But while they wifely plan, and bravely dare, 380 

Their own atchievements are their lateft care. 
Tho' Camden, rich in Learning's various (lore. 
Sought in Tradition's mine Truth's genuine ore, » 
The wafte of Hift'ry lay in lifelefs fliade, 
Tho' Rawleigh's piercing eye that world furvey'd. 385 
Tho' mightier Names there caft a cafual glance. 
They feem'd to faunter round the field by chance, 
Till Clarendon arofe, and in the hour 
When civil Difcofd wak'd each mental' Power, 
With brave defire to relch thisi diilant Qoal, 390 

Strain'd all the vigcmt of-&is manly ibul» . : 
!■./ H - Nor 
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Nor Truth, nor Freedom's injured Powers, allow 

A wreath unfpotted to his haughty brow : 

Friendfliip's firm fpirit ftill his fame exalts. 

With fvveet atonement for his leffer faults. 395 

His Pomp of Phrafe, his Period of a mile. 

And all the maze of his bewilder'd Style,. 

Illum'd by Warmth of Heart, no more ofFend : 

What cannot Tafte forgive, in Falkland's friend ? 

Nor flow his praifes from this ixngle fource ; 400 

One province of his art difplays his force : 

His Portraits boaft, with features ftrongly like. 

The foft precifion of the clear Vandyke : 

Tho', like the Painter, his faint talents yield, 

And fink embarrafs'd in the Epic field. 405 

Yet fhall his labours long adorn our Ifle, 

Like the proud glories of fome Gothic pile : 

They, tho' conftrufted by a Bigot's hand. 

Nor nicely finifh'd, nor corredly plan'd. 

With folemn Majefty, and pious Gloom, 410 

An awful influence o'er the mind alTume ; 

And 



* 
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And from the alien eyes of every Sed ' i^ ^ 

- 


Attract obfervance, and command refpeft. 

• 

"- 

In fonowing years, when thy great name, Nassau ! "^ ' 



Stampt the bleft deed of Liberty and Law ; 41 5 



When clear, and guiltlefs of O'pprefHon's rage, 

*■ 

1 

There rofe in Britain an Auguftan age, 


M 

And clufter'd Wits, by emulation bright, '" 

~ 


Diffus'd o'er Anna's reign their mental light; 

* 


That Conftellation feem'd, tho' ftrong its flame, 420 

- 


To want the fplendor of Hiftoric fame : 

* 


Yet Burnet's page may lafting glory hope, 



Howe'er infulted by the fpleen of Pope. 


• 

Tho' his rough Language hafte and warmth denote, 



With ardent Honefty of Soul he wrote ; 425 



Tho' critic cenfures on his work may fliower, 

- 


Like Faith, his Freedom has a faving power. 



Nor fhalt thou want, Rapin ! thy well-earn'd praife; 



The fage Polybius thou of modern days! 



Thy Sword, thy Pen, have both thy name endear'd ; 430 


^^ 

This join'd our Arms, and that our Story cleared : 

- 

1 
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Thy foreign hand difcharg'd th* Hiftorian*s truft„ 

Unfway*d by Party, and to Freedom juft. 

To lettered Fame we own, thy fair pretence^ • 

From patient Labour, and from candid Senfe^ 43^ 

Yet Public Favour, ever hard to ^iXy 

Flew from thy page^ as heavy and prolix. 

For foon, emerging from the Sophifts' fchooly 

With Spirit eager, yet with Judgment cool, 

"^ith fubtle fkill to fteal upon applaufe,, 44^0, 

And give falfe vigour to the weaker caufe j 

To paint a fpecious fcene with niced art,. 

Retouch the whole, and varniik every part ; 

Graceful in Stvle^ in Argument acute ; 

Mafter of every trick, in keen Difpute I 445: 

With thefe ftrong powers to form a winning tale> 

And hide Deceit in Moderation's veil,. , 

High on the pinnacle of Faihion plac'd,. . 

Hume {hone the idol of Hiftoric Tafte. 

Already, pierc*d by Freedom's fearching rays, 450 

The waxen fabric of his fame decays^— 

5 Think 
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Think not, keen Spirit I that thefe hands prefume 

To tear each leaf of laurel from thy tomb I 

Thefe hands I which,, if a heart of human frame 

Could ftoop to harbour that ungenerous aim, 455 

Would fhield thy Gravie^. and give, with guardian care. 

Each type of Eloquence to ilourifli thei^e ! 

But Public Love commands the painful tafk,, 

From the pretended Sage to ftrip the maik. 

When his falfe tongue* averfe to Freedom's caule, ' 4j6q 

Profanes the.fpirit of her antient laws.. 

As. Afia's foothiog. opi^e Drugs, by ftealth, 
Shake every flacken'd nerve, and fap the hjeakh ; 
Thy Writings thus,, wjth noxious charms I'efin'd, 
Seeming to foothe.it^Jils, unnerve the Mind. 465 

While the keen jcunning of thy hand pretends 
To,iVrike alone at Pa*ty'.s abjeift ends. 
Our hearts more .free from Fa^ipn's Wee^p we feei^. 
But they have ioft the Flower of Patriot Zeal. 

Wild 
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Wild as thy feeble Metaphyfic page, 470 

Thy Hift'ry rambles into Sceptic rage ; 

Whofe giddy and fantaftic dreams abufe 

A Hampden's Virtue, and a Shakespear's Mufe. 

With purer Spirit, free from Party ftrife, 
To foothe his evening hour of honoured life, 475 

See candid Lyttelton at, length unfold 
The deeds of Liberty in days of old I 
Fond of the theme, and narrative with age. 
He winds the lengthened tale thro' many a page ; 
But there the beams of Patriot Virtue {hine ; 480 

There Truth and Freedom fan£lify the line. 
And laurels, due to Civil Wifdom, fhield 
This noble Neftor of th' Hiftoric field. 

The living Names, who there difplay their power, 
And give its glory to the prefent hour, 485 

I pafs with mute regard ; in fear to fail. 
Weighing their worth in a fufpeded fcale : 


10 


Thy 
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Thy right, Pofterity ! I facred hold, 

To fix the ftamp on literary Gold ; 

Bleft 1 if this lighter Ore, which I prepare 490 

For thy fupreme Aflay, with anxious care, 

Thy current fandion unimpeach'd enjoy, 

As only tindur'd with a flight alloy 1 


END OF THE SECOND EPISTLE. 
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THE THIRD. 


Ventum eft ad partem operis deftinati longe graviffimam nunc 

quoque, licet major quam linquam moles pfemat, tameil profpi- 
tiertti finetn rtiihi tcnftitulum eft vel deficere potitis, ^uam dfef- 

, perare - - a. - ntoft^a tehieritas etiart mores ei conabitur dare, et 
affignabit officia. Qjjintil. Lib. xiL 


ARGUMENT 

OF THE THIRD EPISTLE. 

Tiefources of the chief defe£i$ in Hijiory < — Vanity — Na^ 
tional and private Flattery ^ and her various arts — Par^ 
ty-fpiritf Superfiitiony and falfe Philofophy. — Charac- 
ter of the accotnplijh^ d Hiftorian, — The Laws of Hifiory-^ 
Style — Importance of the fubjeSi-^Failure of Knolles 
from a fubjeSi ill chofen^-^Danger of dwelling on the dif- 
tant and minute parts of a fubjeB really interefling-^ 
Failure of MihT on in this particular, — The ivorfldefedi of 
an Hifloriany a fjfiem of Tyranny — Inflance in Brady.— 
Want of a General Hifiory of England: Wifbfor its accom- 
pjijbment* — Ufe and Delight of other Hifiories ^of Rome, 
'^Labour of the Hiflorian^^Cavils againfl him.^~Concem 
for Gibbon's irreligious fpirit — The idle cenfure of his 
pafftonfor Fame — Defence of that pajpon, — Conclufion, 


EPISTLE III. 



SA Y thou I whofe eye has, like the Lynx's beamy 
Pierc'd the deep windings of this mazy ftream. 
Say, from what fburce the various Poifons glide. 
That darken Hiftory*s difcolour'd tide ; 
Whofe purer waters to the mind difpenfe 5 

The wealth of Virtue, and the fruits of Senfe I 
Thefe Poifons flow, colledlive and apart^ 
From Public Vanity, and Private Art» 
At firfl Delufion built her fafe retreat 
On the broad bafe of National Conceit r 10 

Nations, like Men, in Flattery confide^ 
The flaves of Fancy, and the dupes of Pride. 

I z Each 
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Each petty region of the peopled earth, 

Howe et debased by intelV&^ual d.eatrthx 

Still proudly boafted of her claims to (hare 15 

The richeft portion of celeftial care : 

For her (he faw the rival Gods engage, 

And Heaven convulsed with elemental rage. 

To her the thunder's roar, the lightning's fire. 

Confirmed their favour, or denounced their ire. 20 

To feize this foible, daring Hift'ry threw 

lUufive terrors o'er each fcene (he drew j 

Nor would her fpirit, in the heat of youth. 

Watch, with a Veftal's care, the lamp of Truth ; 

But, wildly mounting in a Witch's form, 25 

Her voice delighted to condenfe the ftorm ; 

With ihowers of blood th' aftoniih'd earth to drench> 

1 he frame of Nature from its bafe to wrench ; 

In Horror's veil involve her plain events. 

And {hake th' aitrighted world with dire portents. * 30 


• Ver. 30. See NO T£ I. 


Still 
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Still fofter arts her {w&tlc fpii^it try'^, 

To win the c^fy feifih.of Pufeii«. Pi?i(Jc : 

She told wh^f FttwetSi i« tkus of eaify date, 

Gave confecratiftix tioh the ia&njt Staiw: ;. 

Mtafk*d the bleft fpot by fecred Founders! trod, 35 

And all th' atchievements of the- guar dian God. 

Thus whil^ like Faoae, fhe. rcfts upoa the land. 

Her figure.gro.ws ; her magic limbs expand ; 

Her tow*ring head, towards Olympus toft, 

Pi^i:ces the (ky, and im that blaze is Ibft. 40 

Yet bold Philofophy at length dcftroy'd 
The brilliant phantoms of th' Hifloi^ic voids 
Her fcrutinizing eye, whofe fearch fevere 
Rivals the preflurc of Ithuriel's fpear. 
Lets, neith^ dark nor fplendid Fraud efcape, 45 

But turns each Marvel to its real fliape. 
The blazing meteors fell from Hifl:*ry*s fphere ; 
Her darling Demi-gods no more appear ; 
No more the Nations, with heroic joy, ' 
Boaft their dcfcent from Heaven-defcended Troy : 50 

On 
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On Francio now the Gallic page is mute,* 
And Britifh Story drops the name of Brute. 
What other failings from this fountain flow*d, 
lU-meafur'd fame on martial feats beftow'd, 
And heaps, enlarged to mountains of the (lain, 55 

The miracles of valour, ftill remain. 
But of all faults^ that injured Truth may blame, 
Thofe proud miftakes the firfl indulgence claim> 
Where Public Zeal the ardent Pen betrays. 
And Patriot Paflions fwell the partial praife. 60 

Ev'n private Vanity may pardon find. 
When built on Worth, and with Inftrudion joined : 
In Britifh Annalifts moft rarely founds 
This venial foible fprings on foreign ground j 
'Ti& theirs, who fcribble near the Seine or Loire, . 65 
Thofe lively Heroes of the light Memoir I 
Defers more hateful to ingenuous eyes. 
In Adulation's fervile arts arife : 


• Vcr. 51. See NOTE IL 


Mean 
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Mean Child of Int'reft I as her Parent bafe I 

Her charms Deformity I her wealth Difgrace I 70 

Dimmed by her breath, the light of Learniog fades ; 

Her breath the wifeft of mankind degrades, 

And Bacon's felf, for mental glory born,* 

Meets, as her ilave, our pity, or our fcorn. 

Unhappy Genius I in whofe wondVous mind 75 

The fordid Reptile and the Seraph join'd ; 

ow traverfing the world on Wifdom*s wings, 
Now bafely crouching to the laft of Kings : 
Thy fault, which Freedom with regret furveys, 
This ufeful Truth, in ftrongeft light, difplays ; 80 

That not fufficient are thofe fliining parts. 
Which fhed new radiance o'er concenter'd arts ; 
To reach with glory the Hiftoric goal 
Demands a firm, an independent foul. 
An eagle-eye, that with undazzled gaze 85 

Can look on Majefly's meridian blaze. 

• Ver. 73. See NOTE III. 

But 
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But Adulatioin,' ii die worft of tittiea, 

Throws her broad mantle o'er imperial crimes ; 

In Hift'ry's field, her abjeft toils delight 

To {hut the fcenes of Nature from our fight, 96 

Each human Virtue in one mafs to ^itig, 

r 

And of that mountain make the firatue of a JCing. * " ' 

Yet oft her labours, flighted or abhorr'd. 

Receive in prefent fcom their juft reward ; 

Scorn from that Id<!^, at whofe fefet flie lajrs 95 

The fordid ofl?erittg of her Venal J)raife. 

As crown'd with Indian laureh, nobly won,f 
flis conqueft ended, Philip's warlike Son 
Sail'd down th' Hydafpes in a voyage of fport. 
The chief Hiftorian of his fumptuous court 106 

Read his defcription of thfc fingle fight, 
Where Porus yielded to young Ammon*s might ; 
'And, like a Scribe in courtly arts adtoit, 
Moft largely magnify'd hi§ Lord's exploit : 

• Vcr. 92. Sec N O T E IV. 
t Vcr. 97. Sec N O T E V. 

7 Tho' 
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Tho* ever on the ftretch to Glory's goal, 105 

Fame the firft pafHon of his fiery foul I 

Fierce from his feat the indignant Hero fprung, 

And o'er the veflel's fide the volume flung; 

Then, as he faw the fawning Scribler fhrink, 

" Thus fhould the Author with his Writing fink, no 

" Who ftifles Truth in Flattery's difguife, 

** And buries honeft Fame beneath a load of Lies.'* 

But modern Princes, having lefs to lofe. 
Rarely thefe infults on their name accufe : 
In Dedications quietly inurn'd,* 115 

They take more lying Praife than Ammon fpurn'd ; 
And Learning's pliant Sons, to flattery prone, 
Bend with fuch blind obeifance to the throne, 
The bafefl: King that ever curft the earth, 
Finds many a witnefs to attefl: his worth : 1 20 

Tho' dead, ftill flatter'd by fome abjed flave. 
He fpreads contagious poifon from his grave, 

• Vcr. 115. See NOTE VI. 

K ^ While 
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Wliile fordid hopes th* Hiftorian's hand entice 
To vamilh ev'n the tomb of Royal Vice. 

Tho' Nature wept with defolated Spain, 125 

In tears of blood, the iecond Philip's reign ; 
Tho' fuch deep fins deform'd his fuUen mind. 
As merit execration from mankind : 
A mighty empire by his crimes undone ; 
A people maflacred ; a murderM Ion : 130 

Tho' Heaven^s difpleafure ftopt his parting breath. 
To bear long loatblbme pangs o^ hideous death ; 
Flattery can (lill the Ruffian's praile repeat. 
And call this Wafter of the earth difcreet : 
Still can H^rrek.a, mourning o'er his nrn, * 135 

His dying pangs to bliisful rapture turn. 
And paint the King, from earth by curies driven, 
A Saint, accepted by apjwoving Heaven ! 

But arts of deeper guile, and bafer wrong. 
To Adulation's fubtle Scribes belong r 140 


• v^. 


Ver. 135. Sec NOTE VIL 


They 
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They oft, their prefcnt idols to exalt, 

Profanely burft the confccrated vault ; 

Steal from the buried Chief bright Honour's plume. 

Or ftain with Slander*s gall the Statefman*^ tomb : 

Stay, facrilcgious flaves ! with reverence tread 145^ 

0*er the bleft afhes of the worthy dead I 

See ! where, uiiinjur*d by the charnel's damp. 

The Veftal, Virtue, with undying lamp. 

Fond of her toil, and jealous of her truft. 

Sits the keen Guardian of their iacred dufl, 1^9 

And thus indignant, from the depth of earth. 

Checks your vile aim, and vindicates their worth : 

V Hence ye I who buried excellence belied, 

" To footh the fordid fpleen of living Pride ; 

" Go ! gild with Adulati6n*s feeble ray 155 

** Th' imperial pageant of your pafHng day \ 

" Hor hope to ftain, oft bafe Detradion's fcroll, 

" A Tully's morals, or a Sidney's foul T'— • 

* Ver. 158. See NOTE VIII. 
" ' K 2 Juft 


Juft Nature will abhor, and Virtue fcorn, 

That Pen, tho* eloquence its page adorn, 160^ 

Which, brib'd by Intereft, or from vain pretence . 

To fubtler Wit, and deep-difcerning Senfe, : 

Would blot the praife on public toils beftow'd, 

And Patriot paflions, as ajeft, explode. 

Lefs abjed: failings fpring from Party-rage, 165 

The pell moft frequent in th' Hiftoric page j 
That common jaundice of the turbid brain,. 
Which leaves the heart unconfcious of a flain. 
Yet fuffers not the clouded mind to view 
Or men, or adions, in their native hue t ija 

For Party mingles, in her feverifii dreams,. 
Credulity and Doubt's moft wild extremes : 
She gazes thro* a glafs, whofe different ends 
Reduce her foes, and magnify her friends : 
Delufion ever on her fpirit dwells ; 175 

And to the worft excefs its fury fwells. 
When Superftition's raging paflions roll 
Their favage frenzy thro' the Bigot's foul. 

Nor 


\ 
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Nor lefs the blemifli, tho* of different kind^ * 
From falfe Philofophy*s conceits refin'd \ 180 

Her fubtle influence, on Hiftory Ihed, 
Strikes the fine nerve of Admiration dead, 
(That nerve defpis*d by fceptic fotks of earth. 
Yet ftill a vital fpring of human worth J 
This artful juggler, with a fkill fo nice, 185 

Shifts the light forms of Virtue and of Vice, 
That, ere this wakens fcorn, or that delight. 
Behold ! they both are vanifh'd from the fight ; 
And Nature's warm affeftions, thus deftroy'd. 
Leave in the puzzled mind a lifelefs void. 190 

Far other views the liberal Genius fire, 
Whofe toils to pure Hiftoric praife afpire j 
Nor Moderation's dupe, nor Faction's brave. 
Nor Guilt's apologift, nor Flattery's flave : 
Wife, but not cunning; temperate, not cold; 195 

Servant of Truth, and in that fervice bold j 


• Ver. 179. See NOTE IX. 


Free 
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Free from all biafs, fave that juft controul 

By which mild Nature fways the manly foul. 

And Rcafon's philanthropic fpirit draws 

To Virtue's intereft, and Freedom's caufc ; 200 

Thofc great cnnoblers of the human name. 

Pure fprings of Power, of Happinefs, and Famel 

To teach their influence, and fpread their fway. 

The juft Hidorian winds his toilfome way ; 

From filcnt darkncfs, creeping o'er the earth, 205 

Redeems the iinking trace of ufeful worth ; 

In Vice's bofom marks the latent thorn. 

And brands that public pefl with public fcorn. 

A lively teacher in a moral fchool I 

In that great ofHce Aeady, clear, and cool 1 210 

Plcas'd to promote the welfare of mankind. 

And by informing meliorate the mind I 

Such the bright tafk committed to his care ! 

Boundlcfs its ule ; but its completion rare. 

Critics have iaid ** Tho' high th' Hiftorian's charge, 215 
Hit Law's as fimple as his Province large ; 

Two 
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Two obvious rules enfure his full fuccefs— 

To fpeak no Falfehood ; and no Truth fuppreTs : * 

Art mull to other works a luftre lend, 

But Hiftory ^eafes, howfoe'er it's penn'd.** 130 

It may in ruder periods ; but in thofe. 
Where all the luxury of Learning flows. 
To Truth's plain fare no palate will fubmit» 
Each reader grows an Epicure in Wit j 
And Knowledge muft his nicer tafte beguile 225 

With all the poignant charms of Attic ftyle. 
The curious Scholar, in his judgment choice, 
Expeds no common Notes from Hiftory's voice ; 
But all the tones, that all the paflions fuit. 
From the bold Trumpet to the tender Lute : 230 

Yet if thro' Mufic's fcale her voice fhould range, 
-N<>w high, now low, with many a pleafing change, 
Grace muft thro' every variation glide. 
In every movement Majelly pxefide : 

• Vcr. 218. Sec NOTE X. 

With 
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With cafe not carelefs, tho' corre6fc not cold ; 235 

Soft without languor, without harfhnefs bold. 

Tho' Affedation can all works debaie, 
in Language, as in Life, the bane of Grace ! 
Regarded ever with a fcornful fmile. 
She moft is cenfur'd in th* Hiftoric ftyle: 240 

Yet her infinuating power is fuch, 
Not ev'n the Greeks efcapM her baleful touch ; 
And hence th* unutter'd Speech, and long Harangue, 
Too oft, like weights, on ancient Story hang. 
Lefs fond of labour, modern Pens devife 245 

Affeded beauties of inferior fize : 
They in a narrower compafs boldly ftrike 
The fancied Portrait, with no feature like ; 
And Nature's fimple colouring vainly quit. 
To boaft the brilliant glare of fading Wit. 250 

Thofe works alone may that bleft fate exped 
To live thro' time, unconfcious of negled, 
That catch, in fpringing from no fordid fource,' 
The eafe of Nature, and of Truth the force. 

7 But 
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But not d^*n itl^utlk with bright g^pseffioii grac*4i 9SB 
Nor all Defcrifftion's poweKt in lucid ordef pla<i'd, 
Hot even thefe a foad regard engage^ 

Or bind attention ti».di*.Hift9.ric:page>c 

If diftant tribes compqfe th' ill-chofefi liieme, 

Whofe favage virtues wakQ. ftp warm efteea^i 260 

Where Faith and Valour ^iogiffcfmllH^onoMr* gfaye. 

Only to. form th,' Aflaffin And the Slave. 

From Turki/h tyrants, ftain*d with /eririle gore, 

Enquiry turjis^ ^nd Learnsng'^s fighs depl4>re, ; i.> 

While o'er his name Negled's cold flmdow rolls, 265 

A wafte of Genius in the toil .of Knoxjues, * ' .'. . 

There arc, we own, whofe magic power is fuch, 

Their hands embelliih whatfoe'er they touch : . 

Their bright Mofaic £b enchants our eye^,, , . . . 

By nice Arrangement, and contcafted Dies, 27P 

What mean materials in the texture lurk, 

Secve but to raife the wonder of the work. 


• Vcr. i66. See NOTE XI. 
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Yet from th* Hiftorian (as Aich power is rare) 

The choice of Matter claims no trifling care. -. ' 

*Tis not alone coUeded Wealth's difpky, 375 

Nor the proud fabric of extended Swajr, ! ?.- 

That mark (tho* both the eye of Wonder fill) 
The happy &ibjea for Hiftoric Ml : 
Wherever Nature, tho* in narrow fpace> 
Fofters, by Freedom-*s aid, a liberal race ^ 28(» 

Sees Virtue (ave tkem from Oppref]ion*s den, 
And cries, with exultation, '* Thefe are Men ;'" 
Tho* in Bceotia op-Batavia bora,. 
Their deeds the Story of the World adorn. 

The Subjed fix*dj -with force and beauty fraught, 285 
Juft Difpofition claims yet deeper thought; 
To caft enliNxning Order's lucid grace 
OVr all the crouded Acids of Time and Space ; 
To {hew each wheel of Power in all its force. 
And trace the ftreams of Adion tjDom their fource ; 290. 
To catch, with fpirit and prcciiion join*d> 
The varyii^ futures of the human Mind ^ 

The 
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The Grace, the Strength, that Natwie*^ children j^a^ ; 

From Arts, from Science, . Policy, iand Law j :* 

Opinion's faihion, Wifdom's firmer plan, 295 

And all that marjcs the chafa6;er of Man. 

Of all the parts, that Hiftory's volume fill. 

The juft Digrefilon claims the niceft ikill ; 

As the fwift Hero^ in thc' Olympic race. 

Ran with lefs toil along the open fpace ; 30Q 

But round the Goal to form the narrow curve, 

Caird forth his utmoft ilrengthfrpm every nerve. 

The Subjed*s various powers let Study tell I 
And teach th* Hiftorian on what points to dwell! 
How in due {hades to fink each meaner part, 305 

And pour on nobler forms- the radiance of his art ! 
Tho' Patriot Love the curious fpirit fires 
With thirft to hear th* atchievements of his Sires ; : 
And Britifli ftory wins the Britifh mind 
With all the charms tbat fohd attention bind ; 310- 

Its early periods, barbarous and remote, 
Pleafe not, tho* drawn by Pens of noblefl; liotc : 

La O'er 
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0*dr thx)k tMde fceaes Confuftoa^a ^dows d\YeU, 
Beyond the power o^ Genius to difpell ; 
iiifts ! which ev'n Milton's fplendid mind enfhroud ; 
Loft in tlie darknef^ of the Saxon cloud t .3 16 

Negled: alone repays their flight ofiencTy 
Whofe wand'ring wearies our bewildered fenfe s 
But jufl Abhorrence brands his guilty name> 
Who dares to vilify his Country's fame j j^aot 

With Slander's rage the pen of Hiftory grafp. 
And potfr fifoni thence the poifon o£ the Afp ;. 
The murd'rous. falfehoody ftifbng Hoisoor's. breath I 
The flaviiL teskst. Public Virtue's death I 
'^j^ith all that Undermines a Nation's healthy ^z^ 

And robs the Pieople of their richcfl: wealth I 
Ye tools of Tyranny I whjofe &rvile guile 
Would thus pollute the records of our iflcy 
Behold your Leader curft witb public hate^ 
And read your juil: reward in Bilad y ' s &te t * 3^ 

• Vcr.33p. Sec NOTE Xlt. 

O &C£ed! 
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O facred Liberty ! {hall Fadlon's tr«ii 
Pervert the reverend archives of thy reign ? 
Shall flave* tradtice the blood thy votaries fpilt^ 
Blafpheming Glory with the name of Guilt ? 
And fhall no Son of thine their wiles o*erwhclm, 33^5 
And clear the ftory of thy injured realm ? 
To this bright taflc fome Britifh fplrit raife. 
With powers furpafllng cv*n a Livy*s prtufe F 
Thro* this long wildernefs his march inipirey 
And make thy temperate flame his leading &k i 34^^ 
Teach his keen eye, and eomprehdnflw; foul. 
To pierce each darket part, and grafp the whole t 
Let Truth's undoubted fignet feal his pftge. 
And Glory guard the worfe from age to age l 
That Britifh minds from this' pure fbiirce may draw 3^4^ 
Senfe of thy Rights, and paflioti fbr thy Law, 
Wifdom to prize, and Honour, that afpires 
To reach that virtue which adiirn'd our Sires !• 

But not alone our native land* attrads ;. 
Far diflFerent Nations boaft their fpkndid f^dts z 350 

» hi 
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In ancient Story the rich fruits unite 

Of civil Wifdom and fublime Delight : ' 

At Rome's proud name Attention's Spirits rife, 

Rome, the firft idol of our infant eyes I 

Uie and Importance mark the vaft defign, 355 

Clearly to trace her jieriods of Decline. 

Yet here, O Gibbon I what long toils enfue ? 

How winds the labyrinth ? how fails the clue ? 

Tho' rude materials Time's deep trenches fill, 

A radiant ibudure rifes from thy fkill ; 366 

Whofe fplendor, fpringing from a dreary wafte, 

Enchants the wondering eye of Public Tafte. 

Thus to the ancient traveller, whofe way 

Acrofs the hideous fands of Syria lay, 

Tiie Dcfart blaz'd with fiidden glory bright ; 365 

And rich Palmyra rufli'd upon his fight. 

But O ! what foes befet each honour'd Name, 
Advancing in the path of letter 'd fame I 
"To flop thy progrefs, andinfult thy pen. 
The fierce Polemic ifllies from his den. 370 

Think 
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Tfiihfe not my Verfe means blindly to engage 
In rafli defence of thy profaner page ! 
Tho' keen her fpirife, her attachment fond, 
Bafe fervice cannot fuit with Friendftiip's bond ; 
Too firm from. Duty's facred path to turn,. 375 

She breathes an honefl figh of deep concern,^ 
And pities Genius, when his wild career 
Gives Faith a. wound, or Innocence a fear- 
Humility herfelf, divinely mild. 

Sublime Religion's meek and modeft child, 380 

Like the dumb Son of Croesus, in thc,ftrife,-* 
Where Force aflail'd his Father's facred' life,. 
Breaks filence^ and, with filial duty wacm,.. 
Bids thee revere her Parent's hallow' d: form I 

Far other founds the ear of Learning ftun, 3S'5 

From proud Theology's contentious Son ;, 
Left eager to correA, than to revile, -f- 
&age in his voice ! and. Rancour in his Ayle I. 


• Vcr. 391. See NOTE XIII. 
t Vcr. 387. See NOTE XIV. 
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His idle feoffs with coarfe reproof deride 

Thy generous thirft of Praife, and liberal Pride j • 39^ 

Becaufe thy fpirit dares that wifh avow, 

Which Reafon owns, and Wifdom muft allow J 

The noble Inftin<a, Love of lading Fame,* 

Was wifely planted in the human frame : 

From hence the brighteft rays of Hiftory flow 5 • ^^9,5 

To this their Vigour and their Ufe they owe. 

Nor fcorns fair Virtue this untainted fource, 

From hence (he often draws her lovely force : 

For Heaven this pafllon with pur life combin'd, 

Which, like a central power, impels the languid mind. 400 

When, clear from Envy's cloud, that general peft I 

It burns moft brightly in the Author's breaft, 

Its foothing hopes his various pains beguile, 

And give to Learning's face her fwceteft fmile : 

What joy, to think his Genius may create 405 

Exiftcnce far beyond the common date I 

• Vcr. 593. See NOTE XV. 
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His Wealth of Mind to lateft ages give, 
And in Futurity's afFedion live I 
From unborn Beauty, ftill to Fancy dear. 
Draw with foft magic the delightful tear j 410 

Or thro' the bofom of far diftant Youth, 
Spread the warm glow of Liberty and Truth I 
O Gibbon 1 by thy frank ambition taught. 
Let me like thee maintain th' enlivening thought^ 
That, from Oblivion's killing cloud fecure, 415 

My Hope may profper, and my Verfe endure : 
While thy bright Name, on Hiftory's car fublime^ 
Rolls in juft triumph o'er the field of Time, 
May I, unfaltering, thy long march attend,. 
No flattering Slave I but an applauding Friend 1 420 
Difplay th' imperfed iketch I fondly drew. 
Of that wide province, where thy laurels grew ; 
And, honour'd with a wreath of humbler bays. 
Join the loud Paean of thy lafting praife ! 
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FIRST EPISTLE. 


NOTE !• Vbrse 4; 
^TH* unfailing urns of Prai/e and Ccnjure Jiand.^ 

Lotoi ydp re riioi kcltoxsIxtou h Aioc &lu 
^Ufunf, old iiicj^i, kokSv* hifOQ le i^ccy* 

Two urns by Jove's high throne have ever ftood. 
The fource of evil one» and one of good. 

Pope's Iliad xxiv. v, 663. 

NOTE II. Verse 55, 

Tet one excelling Greeks &c.] Dionyfius of Halicamaflus^ the 
celebrated hiflorian and critic of the Auguilan age^ who fettled in 
Italyt as he himfelf informs us, on the clofe of the civil war. He 
has addreifed a little treatife, containing a critique on the elder 
liiftorians^ to his friend Cnsus Pompcius^ whom the French cri- 
tics 
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tics fuppofe to be Pompey the Great; but Reifke, the laft editor 
^'Pie^d SjMi-^bfltL '^ itrfe; hmr hxto argetPjT-^ Graric gr^ffismarkrij the 
client or freedman of that illuftrious Roman. 

In this treatife of Dionyfius, and in one ftill longer, on the 
character of Thucydfdes, therQ are fome excellent hiftorrcji pre- 
cepts, wJiich Mr. Sjpelman has }udicioufly thrown togethrer^n the 
preface to his admirable tranflation of the Roman Antiquities. — 
He introduces them by the foJlowjnpr obfervation, which may 
ferve perhaps to recommend the fubjeo: of the prefent poem.— 
** So much has been faid, both by the antients and the moderns, in 
praife of the a^tant{ig;es refultipg fpbm the ilfeidy of Hiftbry, .4>artii 
cularly by Diodorus Siculus among the former, in the noble pre- 
face to his Hiftorical CoUeftions ; and by the late Lord Bolingbroke, 
among the moderns, in his admirable Tetter on that fubjedt; that I 
am aftoniihed no treatife has ever yet appeared in any age, or any 
language, profeffedly y^itt^nr ^/prefirib^ tjites fcr writing Hiftory ; 
a work allowed to be of the greateft advantage of .ail othprs to, 
mankind, the repofitopy of trtith, fraught with leflojnrs bothof pubi^ 
lie and private virtue, and . e,nforced by ftronger motives, than pre- 
cepts — by examples. Rules for Poetry and Rhetoric have beqn writ- 
ten by many authors, both antient and modern, as if delight and 
eloquence were of greater confcquence than inftru(9ion : however. 
Rhetoric was a part of Hiftory, as treated by the antients ; not the 
pfincipal part indeed, but fubfervient to the principal ; and calcu- 
lated to apply the faifls exhibited by the narration. I know it 
maybe faid, that many- antient hiftories arc ftiir preferved, and 
that thefe models are fufficient guides for modern Hiftorians, with- 
out pajcticular rules : fo had the Greeks Poets of all denominatiphs 
in their hands, and. yet Ariftotle thought it neceflary to prefc'rrbe 
particular rules to his countrymen for applying thofe examples* to 
every branch of Poetry : I wifh he had done the fame' in Hiftory • 
if he had,, it is very probable that his precepts would hkve rendered 
2 the 
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the beft of ottr modern Hiftorie* inorc pfcrfe^b, and the vrorfV, lefs 
abomiiuibfe*— -Sincfc the r€ifiirw<ftioti of fetters, the want of fudh a 
guide has been complained of by matiy ttuthors, and particnkrly 
by Rapin, in the preface to his Hiftory of England." — Spelman, 
page 15. But this ingenious and learned writer fpeaks a little too 
ftrongly, in faying no treatife has ever appeared in any age or lan- 
guage, containing rules for Hiftory. There is one in Latin by the 
celebrated Voflius, entitled Ars Hiftorica ; another by Hubertus 
Folieta> an elegant Latin writer, of the i6th century, on whom: 
Thuanus beftows the higheft conmiendation ; and Mafcardi, an 
Italian critic, patronised by CaMinal Mazarine, has written alfo 
dell Arte Hiftorica. The curious^ reader may find a fingtilar anec* 
dote relating to the publication of this work in Bayle, under the 
article Mafcardi. But to return to Dionyfius, iti comparing He-- 
rodotus and Thucydides. He cenfures the latter with a degree of 
feverity unwarranted by truth and reafon ':; itideied this feverity ap- 
peared fo ftriking to the learned Fabricius, that he feems to confi- 
der it as a kind of proof, that the critical works of Dionyfius were 
compof^d in the'hafty fervor of youth. They are however in gene- 
ral, to ufe the words of the fame ingenuous author, eximia & ledtu 
digna; and a valuable critic of our own country, who refembles 
Dionyfius in elegance of compofitibn, and perhaps in feverity of 
judgment, . has fpoken yet more, warmly in their favour*— ^e« 
Warton's Eflay on Pope, 3d edit, page 175. 

NOTE UL Vkrse 63. 

AndLucian! tbou, ofSumouf^sfoniJupreme /] The little treatife q£ 

Lucian* " How Hiffery flioalH be vt^tbi," inay be confidered a*^ 

one of the moflr valuable • ^prorfdftioiis^ df that, lively author ; 1^ is, 

not only wrkitenr with greitvivicity aAd'wJt, but is^ entitKdto the 

• fuperior 
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fuperior praife of breathing raoft exalted fentiments of liberty andl 
virtue* There is a peculiar kind of fublimity in his defcrlption 
of an accomplifhed Hiflorian, 

TomTQ^ CUV fxot Q <n)yypoi0€vg f o-tw^ ct^oCcCf ah%A(TTHi fXfuJfpof^ xafpYifrtx^ 

mTpXHTXi Kiym* 

It is a piece of juftice due to our own country to remark, that in 
the 3d volume of the World, there is a ludicrous elTay on Hiftory 
by Mr. Cambridge^ which is written with all the fpirit and all 
the humour of Lucian* 

NOTE IV. Verse 68. 
And rofe a Xempbon mjeif-e/ieem,] Ovhi^ (^ rtc «% isTO(HCiv cvyyp^i^ur 

LuciAN. edit* Riollayi p. 6* 



NOTE V. Verse 77. 

In Egypt met a dread tribunal fioad.^ This fingular inftitution,, 
which is alluded to by many of our late authors, is related at large 
in the Firft Book of Diodorus Siculus ; and as the paflage is cu- 
rious, the following free tranflation of it may afford entertainment 
to the Englifh reader — " Thofe who prepare to bury a relation^ 
give notice of the day intended for the ceremony to the judges,, 
and to all the friends of the deceafed; informing them, that the 
body will pafs over the lake of that diftriift to which the dead be- 
5 longed i 
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longed : Tvhen, on fdh^ judgoi boii^g a^emhl^^ to jbhe«^iiftU)ef ^ of 
more than forty, and- rangipg ^emfelvefi in a icmicirpl^j^i^ ijjg 
farther fide of the kke, tfci .vefifel is fet aflQat, wj^ich thol^ tvj^Q 
fuperintcnd the funeral have prepared for this purpofe. This veflel 
is managed by a pilot, called in the Egyptian language Charon ; and 
hence they fay, that Orpheus, travelling in old times into Egypt, 
and feeing this ceremony, formed his fable pf the infernal regions, 
partly from what he (aw, and partly from invention. The veflel 
being launched on the lake, before the coffin which contains the 
body is put on board, the law permits all, who are fo inclined, to 
produce an accufation againft it. — If any one fteps forth, and proves 
that the deceafed has led an evil life, the judges prohounce fentence, 
and the body is precluded from burial ; but if the accufer is con- 
vidled of injuftice in his charge, he falls himfelf under a confi- 
derable penalty. When no accufer appears, or when the accufer is 
proved to be an unfair one, the relations, who are aflembled, 
change their expreflions of forrow into encoiniums on the dead : 
yet they do not, like the Greeks, fpeak in honour of his family, 
becaufe they confider all Egyptians as equally well-born ; but they 
fet forth the education and manners of his youth, his piety and 
juftice in maturer life, his moderation and every virtue by which 
he was diftinguiflied ; and they fupplicate the infernal Deities to 
receive him as an aflbciate among the blefl. The multitude join 
their acclamations of applaufe in this celebration of the dead, whoo^ 
they confider as going to pafs an eternity among the juft below *."-— 
Such is the defcription which Diodorus gives of this fiiiner<^ 
judicature, to which even the kings of Egypt were fubjed:. The 
fame author aflcrts, that many fovereigns had been thus judicially 
deprived of the honours of buriql by the indignation of their peo- 
ple : and that the terrors of fuch a fate had a mbft falutary influence 
on the virtue of their kings. * ^ 

* Diodor. Siculi Lib« i. T» /i ftiAAo>7o; idftri^Ai, tcu 
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The Ab1>^ Terraflbn has drawn a fublime pidurc of this fepul- 
chral procefs; and indeed of many Egyptian M3rfterie$, in hk 
very learned and ingenious romance^ The Life of Sethos. 

NOTE VI. Verse 115. 

^be infant Mufe^ ambitious at ber births 

Rofe tbe young herald of heroic worth.] '* Not only the Greek 
writers give a concurrent teftimony concerning the priority of 
hiftorical Verfe to Profe; but the records of all nations unite 
in confirming it. The oldeft compofitions among the Arabs 
are in R3rthm or rude Verfe ; and are often cited as proofs of the 
truth of their fubiequent Hiftory. The accounts we have of 
the Peruvian ftory confirm the fame fa£t i for GarcilafTo tells us^ 
that he compiled a part of his Conmientaries from the antient 
fongs of the country-^Nay all the American tribes^ who have 
any cbmpofitions, are found to eftablilh the fame truth*— Northern 
Europe contributes its fliarc of: teftimony : for there too we find 
the Scythian or Runic fongs (many of them hiftorical) to be the 
oldeft compofitions among thefe barbarous nations/^ 

Browne's Diflfertation on Poetry, &c. Page 50* 

NOTE VII. Verse 131. 

But in the center efthofe vajl abodes, 

tVhofe mighty mafs tbe land of Egypt loads. '\ This account of the 
Pyramids I have adopted from the very learned Mr. Bryant, part 
of whofe ingenious obfervation upon them I ihall here prdleiit 
to the reader.-— 

One great purpofe in all eminent ai)d expenfiye ftrudtures is to 
pleafe the flranger and traveller, and to win their admiration. This 

is 
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is e^ded fometimes by a mixture of magnificence and beauty : 
at other times folely by immenfity 'and grandeur, the latter 
feems to have been the objeft in the eredling of thofe cekbratdd 
buildings in Egypt : and they certainly have anfwered the defign. 
For not only the vaftnefs of their ftrufture, and the area vehich they 
occupy, but the ages they have endured^ and the very uncertainty 
of their hiftory, which runs fo far back into the depths of antiquity, 
produce altogether a wonderful veneration ; to which buildings 
more exquifite and embellifhed are feldom entitled. Many have 
fuppofedy that they were defigned for places of fepulture : and it 
has been affirmed by Herodotus, and other ancient writers. But 
they fpoke by guefs : and I have {hewn by many inftance3, how 
ufual it was for the Grecians to miftake temples for tombs. If the 
chief Pyramid, were defigned for a place of burial, what occafioa 
was there for a well, and for paiTages of communication which Ipd 
to other buildings? Near the i^ramids are apartments of a wondec«* 
ful fabric, which extend in length one dloufaiui four himdred feet« 
and about thirty in depth. They have been cut out of the l^ard rodc^ 
and brought to a perpendicular by the artift's chizel ; and through 
dint of labour fafhioned as they now appear.. They were undoubtr 
edly defigned for the reception of priefts y and confequently were 

not appendages to a tomb, but to a temple of the Deity 

The priefts of Egypt delighted in obfcurity ; and they probably 
came by the fub terraneous paflages of the building to the dark 
chambers within ; where they performed their luftrations, and other 
nodturnal rites. Many of the ancient temples in this country were 
caverns in the rock, enlarged by ^rt, and cut out into numberlefs 
dreary, apartments : for np natipp upon earth was fo addifted tp 
glopfn and melaQcholy as the Egypti^s. 

Bryant's Analyfis, VoU III. Page'^ap* 
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NOTE VIIL Verse 190. '.;. , , 

Of the fierce Omar^ &c.] The number of volutned deftroyed 
in the plunder of Alexandria is faid to have been fo greats that al- 
though they were diftributed to heat four thoufand baths in that 
city, it was fix months before they were confumed. When a pe- 
tition was fent to the Chaliph Omar for the preferviition of this 
magnificent library, he replied, in the true fpirit of bigotry, *' What 
is contained in thefe books you mention, is either agreeable to what 
is written in the book of God (meaning the Alcoran) or it is not : 
if it be, then the Alcoran is fuflicient without them : if totherwifc, 
'tis fit they fliould be deftroyed." 

OcKLEY*s Hiftory of the Saracens, Vol. I. Page ^^1%. 

NOTE IX. Verse to^. 

The dome expands! — Behold ti? Hifiortc Sire/] Herodotus, to 
whom Cicero has given the honourable appellation of The Father 
of Hiftory, was born in Halicarnaffus, a city of Caria, four years 
Before the itivafion of Xerxes, in the year 4S4 before Chrift, The 
time and place of his death are uncertain j but his countryman 
Didnyfius informs us, that he lived to the beginning of the Pelo- 
ponnefian war; and Marcellinus, the Greek author who wrote a 
life of Thucydides, affirms there was a monument ereded to thefe 
two jgreat Hiftorians in a burial-plaoe belonging to the family of 
Miltiades. 

There is hardly any author, antient or modiera, who has been 
iriofe warmly commended, or more vehemently cenfured, than this 
eminent Hiftorian. But even the fevere Dionyfius declares, he Se 
one -of thofc enchahtftig writers, whom you perufe to the laft iyl- 
lable with pleafure, and ftill wiih for more, — Plutarch himfelf, who 
has made the moft violent attack on his veracity, allows him all 

the 
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the merit of beautiful compofition. From the heavy charges 
brought againft him by the an^ients^ the famous Henry Stephens, 
and his learned friend Camerarius, have defended their favourite Hif- 
torian with great fpirit. But Herodotus has found a more fornai- 
dable antagonift in a learned and animated writer of our owa 
times, to whom the public have been lately indebted for his having 
opened to them new mines of Oriental learning. — If the ingenious 
Mr. Richardfon could efFedtually fupport his Perfian fyftem, the 
great Father of the Grecian ftory muil: .fink into a fabulift as low in 
point of veracity as Geoffrey of Monmouth. It muft be owned, 
that feveral eminent Writers of our country have treated him ag 
fuch. Another Orientalift, wbo, in his elegant Preface to the Life of 
Nader Shaw, has drawn a fpirited and judicious fketch of many ca- 
pital Hiftorians, declares, in paffing judgment on Herodotiis, that 
*' his accounts of the Perfian affairs are at leaft doubtful, if not 
fabulous." — Hume, I think, goes ftill farther, and fays, in one of 
his eflays— •** The firft page of Thucydides is^ in my opinion, (he 
commencement of real Hiftory." Fpr my own part, I confefs my- 
felf more credulous : the relation, which Herodotus has given of 
the repulfe of Xerxes from Greece, is fo delightful to the naind, 
and fb animating to public virtue, that I ihould be forry to oum-' 
bcr it among the Grecian fables. 

— — Et madidis cantat quae Softratus alis. 

NOTE X. Verse 2q6. 
jIs tie fair figure of bis favour d ^een.] Ar^emifia of Halicar- 
naflTus, who commanded in perfon the five veflels, which fhe con- 
tributed to the jexpcdition of Xerxes. On hearing that fhe had 
funk a Grecian galley in the fea-fight at Salamis, he exclaimed, 
Aat his men had proved women, and his women men. 

Heuod. Lib. VIIL p. 660. Edit. Weff. 
7 NOTE 
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NOTE XL Verse 269. 

Soft as the Jiream^ whofe dimpling waters play.] Sine ullis fale- 
bris quad fedatus amnis fluit« 

Cicero in Oratorc. 


NOTE XIL Verse 225- 

Buf mark the Toufb, in dumb delight immersed.] Thucydides, 
the fon of Olorus, was born at Athens in the year 471 before 
Chrift, and is faid, at the age of 15, to have heard Herodotus 
recite his Hiftory at the Olympic games.— The* generous youth 
was charmed even to tears> and the Hiftorian congratulated 
Olorus on thcfe marks of genius, which he difcovered in his fon. 
—-Being invefled with a military command, he was banifhed from 
Athens at the age of 48, by jthe injufUce of faction, becauie he 
had unfortunately failed in the defence of Amphipolis.— He retired 
into Thrace, and is reported to have married a Thracian lady p6f- 
foHcd of valuable mines in that country.-— At the end of 20 years 
\\U Icntcnce of baniihment was revoked. Some authors affirm 
that l\o returned to Athens, and was treacherouflv killed in that 
i iiy. Hut others aflert that he died in Thrace, at the advanced age 
ol Hui leaving his Hirtory unfiniihed. 

Marcellinus I and Dodwell. Annales Thucydid^ 


NOTE XIIL Vbrsb 251. 

^ gft^^us guarJiM tf m rtv^s f^me.] It is fidd by Diogenes 

Lacrtius, that Xenophon firll brought tfat Hiftory of Tbocydides 

10 into 
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into public reputation, though he had it in his power to afw 
fume to himfelf ^\ the glory of that work. This amiable 
Philofopher and Hiftorian was born at Athens, and became 
early a diicifderof Socrates, who is^ faid by Strabo to have faved 
his life in battle. About the 50th year of his age, according to 
the conjedlure of his admirable tranflator Mr. Spelman, he engaged 
in the expedition of Cyrus, and accompliflied his immortal retreat 
in the fpace of 15 months. — The jealoufy of the Athenians ba- 
niflied him from his native city, for engaging in the fervice of 
Sparta and of Cyrus.— On his return therefore he retired to Scillus, 
a town of Elis, where he built a temple to Diana, which he men- 
tions in his Epiflles, and devoted his leifure to philofophy and 
rural fports. — But commotions arifing in that country, he removed 
to Corinth, where he is fuppofed to have written his Grecian 
Hiftory, and to have died at the age of ninety, in the year 360 
before Chrift. By his wife Philefia he had two fons, Diodorus and 
Gryllus. The latter rendered himfelf immortal by killing Epa- 
minondas in the famous battle of Man tinea, ,but perifhed in that 
exploit^ which his father lived to record. 


NOTE XIV. Verse 273. 

Rome*s haughty genius, who enJIav'J the Greeks 

In Grecian language deigns at Jirfi to Jpeak.\ Some of the 
moft illuftrious Romans are known to have written Hiftories 
in Greek. The luxuriant LucuUus, when he was very young, 
compofed in that language a Hiftory of the Marfi, which, Plu- 
tarch fays, was extant in his time — Cicero wrote a Greek Com- 
mentary on his own confulihip — and the elegant Atticus produced 
a fimilar work on the iame fubjeft, that did not perfedtly fatisfy 
the nice ear of his friend, as we learn from the following curious 

paiTage 
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pa(r^ in a letter concerning the Hiftory in queftion ;— *' Qjlanquam 
tua ilia (legi enirti libenter) horridula niihi atquc iricompta vift 
funt : fed tamen erant ornata hoc ipfo, quod oroaoienta neglexet 
fant, ct ut mulieres^ ideo bene olcre, quia nihil olebant, vide- 
bantur/' Epift. ad Atticum* Lib. IL Ep* !• 

NOTE XV, Verse 279. 

I'bou friend of Scipio ! vers'd in Wars alarms.^ Polybius, born 
at Megalopolis in Arcadia, 205 years before Chrift.— He was 
trained to arms under the celebrated Philopoemen, and is de- 
fcribed by Plutarch carrying the urn of that great but unforttt* 
nate General in his funeral proceilion. He arofe to confiderable 
honours in his own country, but was compelled to vifit Rome 
with other principal Achaeans^ who were detained there a^ 
pledges for the fubmiffion of their ftate,— From hence he be- 
came intimate with the fecond Scipio Africanus, and was pre- 
fent with him at the demolition of Carthage, — He faw Corinth 
alfo plundered by Mummius, and thence paffing through the citiesr 
of Achaia, reconciled them to Rome, — He extended his travels 
into Egypt, France, and Spain, that he might avoid fuch geographi- 
cal errors as he has cenfured in other writers of Hiftory. He lived 
to the age of 82, and died of an illnefs occafioned by a fall from 
his horfe. Fabricius, Bibliotheca Grseca« 

In doling this concife account of the capital Greek Hiftoriahs, 
I cannot help obferving, that our language has been greatly en- 
riched, in the courfe of the prefent century, by fuch tranflations of 
thefe Authors as do great honour to our country, and are at leaft' 
equal to any which other nations have produced. 

In the chief Roman Hiftorians we feem to have been lefs fortu- 
nate ; but from the fpecimen which Mr. Aikin has lately given 

the 


-die pebHe in thet fittaller piecafS of Tacitus,, we miy h^^-M ifc 
to excellent v^r^on of thagt Yatuable author, who h»» beep jii^ff gp 
ill tFeated iA our language, ^nd among all ths aotientft thf^tis 
none pefha|M wfidm it ii more difficult to tranflate with fid^!^ afifL 
fpirit. 

NOTE XVI. Verse 297. 

Sententious Sallujl kads her' lofty train J] Thi« celebrated Hlfto- 
riaft, who from the irregularity of his life, and the beauty of 
his writings, has been called, not unhapjiilT, the Bdl^inglMr(a(k^ 
of Rome, was born at Amiternum, a town of the Sabines.— 
for the profligacy of his early life he was expelled the fc- 
nate, bat reftored by the intereft of Julius Caefar, who gave him 
the command of Numidia, which province he is faid to^have pltm- 
dcred by the moft infamous extortion, purchafing widhi part of <his 
treafure thofe rich and extenfive poflTcffions on the Quirinal Hill, 
fo celebrated by the name of the Horti Salluftiani;— He ^d in 
the 70th year of his age, four years before the battle of Aftium, 
and 35 before the Chriftian aera. His enmity to Cicero is well 
known, and perhaps it had fome iiifluence on the peculiarity of his 
duflion— perfonal animofity might make him endeavour to form a 
ftyle as remote as poffible from the redundant language of the im- 
mortal Orator, whole turbulent wife, Terentia, he is faid to have 
married after her divorce. This extraordinary woman is reported 
to have lived to the age of 103, to have married Meflala, her third 
huflband, and Vibius Rufus her fourth.— The latter boafted, with 
the joy of an Antiquarian, that he pofTefTed two of the greateft cu- 
riofities in the world, namely Terentia, who had been Cicero's wife, 
and the chair in which CaefaV wtis killed. — St. JfeR om i and Dio 
Cassius, quoted by Middlcton in his life of Cicero.-— But to re- 

O turn 
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Mm to Sdluft.-^His Roman Hiftofy^ ioiix books^ from the death of 
^Sylla to the confpii'acy of Catiline^ the grqat work from which he 
chiefly derived his glory among the Antient$> is uo^fortunatqly lofl-^ 
^eJTC^ting a few fragments ;— *but his two detached pieces of 
Hiftory, which happily remain entire, are fufficient to juftify the 
great encomiums he has received as a writer.— He has had the An- 
gular honour to be twice tranflated by a royal hand— firft by our 
Elizabeth, according to Camden ; and fecondly by the prefent In- 
fant of Spain, whofe verfion of this elegant Hiftorian;, l^t^ly 
printed in folio, is one of the moil beautiful books that any coui;^ 
try has produced fince the invention of printing. . 

NOTE XVII. Verse 311. 

In bright pre-eminence^ that Greece might own^ 

Sublimer Livy claims tV Hijioric throne.] All the little per- 
fonal account, that can be collected of Livy, . amounts only 
to this — that he was born at Patavium, the modern Padua; 
that he was chofen by Auguftus to fuperintend the education 
of the ftupid Claudius ; that he was rallied by the Emperor 
for his attachment to the caufe of the Republic ; and that he died 
in his own country in the 4th year of Tiberius, at the age of 76 •— 
There is a paflage in one of Pliny's letters, which, as it fhews the 
high and extenfive reputation of our Hiftorian during his life, I 
fliall prefent to the reader in the words of Pliny's moft elegant 
tranflator. — " Do you remember to have read of a certain inhabi- 
tant of the city of Cadiz, who was fo ftruck with the illuilrious 
charader of Livy, that he travelled to Rome on purpofe to fee that 
great Genius ; and as foon as he had fatisfied his curiofity, returned 
^lome again ?" — Melmoth's Pliny, Vol.1. Pageji .— — A veneration 
ilill more extraordinary was paid to this great author by Alphonfo 

King 
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Kiftl^'6f Naples, ^Ikb lb ^^451 fent Panormita as hi« Ambaflador to 
the Venetians, in whofe dcwninion the bones of Livy had hccn 
lately difcovercd, to bfeg a relic of this celebrated Hiftorian— 
They prefentcd him with an arm-bone, and the Prefent is recorded 
in an infcription preferved at Padua, which the curious reader may 
find in Voflius dc Hiftoricis Latinis. This fingular anecdote is 
alfo related in Bayle, under the article Panormita.— Learning per- 
haps never fuftaihed a greater lofs, in any fingle author, than by 
the ' deftrudkion of tlSe latter and more interefting part of Livy.— 
Several eminent moderns have indulged the pleafing expedtation that 
the entire work of this noble Hift^orian might yet be recovercd.-*- 
It has been faid to exift in an Arabic verfion : and even a compleat 
copy of the original h f^ppofed to haye been extant as late as the 
year 1631, and to have periftiedat that time in the plunder of Mag- 
deburgh. — That munificent patron of learning, Leo the Xth, ex- 
erted tht moft generous 2:cal to refclie from oblivion the valuable 
trcafure, which one of his moft bigotted predcceflbrs, Gregory the 
Gi'cat,^ had Expelled from tVery Chriftian library.— Bayle has pre- 
ferved, under the articlci Leo,* two curious original letters of that 
Pontiff, concerning his hopes of recovering Livy ; which afford 
moft honourable proofs of his liberality in the caufe of letters.- 


NOTE XVIIL Verse 325. 

■ ■ ■ ' ' J • . .- 

Tef, like the matchlefs, mutilated frame^ •/ ■ . j 

7(? which great Angela bequeathed his name,] The trunk of % 
ftatuc of Hercules by Apollonius the Athenijin,-^,)iniverfally 
called -the Torfo of Michael Angelo, from its -having been th^ 
favourite ftudy of that divine Artift.— He is f^d to haveimadfc 
out the compleat figure in a little model of wax, 'ftiil pf^ 
•ferved at Florence^ and reprefenting Hercules repofing after; Isk 
4 , O 2 labours.— 


reftittg on the knee. 

NOTE XIX. V^RSB J33. 

Sarcajlic Tacitusy abrupt and dark. '] Tacitus was born^ according ' 
to the conjefture of Lipfius, in the clofe of the reign of Claudius : 
paffing through various public -honours, he rdfe at length to the 
confular dignity, under Nerva, in the year of Chrift 97. The data 
of his death is unknown, but he is faid to have lived happily tQ 
an advanced age with his wife, the anuable daughter of the vir- 
tuous Agricpla, whofe life he has fo beautifully written. By this, 
lady he is fuppofed to have left children ; and the emperor Tacitus 
is conjedlured to have been a remote defcendant from the Hiftorian^ 
to. whofe works and memory he paid the higheft regard.— It is re- 
ported by Sidonius Apollinaris, that Tacitus recommended the 
province of writing Hiftory to Pliny the Younger, and that he did 
not himfelf engage in that employment, till his friend had decline^ 
it. This is not mentioned^ indeed^ in any of the beautiful letters 
itfill remaining from Pliny to Tacitus j but it is an inftaace of 
delicacy not unparalleFd among the Antients, as will appear, fromi 
the following remark by one of the moil elegant and liberal of mo- 
dern critics. — *^ The Roman Poet, who was not more eminent 
by his genius than amiable in his moral chara^rj, affords perhaps 
the moft remarkable inftance that any where occurs,, of the con- 
ceilions which a mind ftrongly impregnated witfi fentiixients of 
ge&uixie v^amity^ is c^ble of making. Virgil's fuperior talents 
tendered liimt qui^tiied to excel in &11 the nobler fpecies of poetical 
jf;ibmpo£rtiofir'iidvefthelefs, from the moft uncomixiion delicacy, of 
Amidll^i lie fecrifiCed to his intimacy with Hor^e^ the unrivallld 
4crputatifln he >might have acquired by indulging has lyric vein; m 
&f)ih 4lie &ate refined motiTe he forbore to exeroife his',dram«tic 

powers^ 


p&rreti, thai he aS^t iM>t obfcure the glwy of hU fnoid Va^ 

Aurum et opes et rura, frequens donabit amicus : 
Qui velit mgenio cedere, rarus erit." 

Mart. VIII. i8, 
Melmoth's Remarks on L/blius, Page ^92; 

As to Tacitus, it is clear, I think, from the Letters of fliay* 
^s well as from his own moft pleaiing Life of Agricola, thathc pof- 
fefled all the refined and affedipnate. feelings of the heart in a very 
high degree, though the general caft of his hiftorical works ,mig^ 
lead us to imagine, that aufterity was his chief charaderiftic— *It 
would be eafy to fill a volume in tranfcribing the great encomijums^ 
and the violent cenfures, which have been lavifhed by modern 
writers of almoft every country on this profound Hiftorian. — The 
kft critic of eminence, who has written againft him, in Britain, is, 
I believe, the learned Author of The Origin and Progrefs of Lan- 
guage ; who, in his 3d volume of that work, has made many cu- 
riou^ remarks on the compofition of the antient Hiftorians, and is 
particularly fcvere on the diftion of Tacitus. He repr^fents him 
as the defcQive model, from which modern writers have copied, 
what he is pleafed to call, ** the Jhort and priggijh cut ofjiyle fo 
much in ufe now.'' 

NOTE XX. Verse 356. 

Tby Fbaofcbfimes, by moral beauty known.'] It is to be wi(hed, 
that this qpoft anaiable Moralift and Biographer had added a Life of 
himfelf, to thofe which he has given to. the world : as the particu- 
lars, which other Writers have preferved of his perfonal Hiftory, 
are very doubtful and imperfcd:. Accoi'ding to the learned Fal^ri-. 

cius. 
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cius, ^hc Was^ born under Claudius, 50 years after the Chriflian aera, 
raifed to the confular dignity under Trajan, vhofe preceptor he 
is faid to have been, and made Procurator of Greece in his old age 
by the Emperor Adrian — ia the* 5th year of whofe reign he is fup- 
pofed to have died, at the agfe of yo. Hie was married to a moft 
amiable woman of his owii - native towft Chaeronea, whofe name 
was Timoxena, and to whofe fenfe and virtue he has borne the moft 
affectionate teftimony-in his moral works ; of which it may be re- 
gretted that we have no elegant tranflation. Indeed even the Lives 
of Plutarch, the moft popukr of all the antient hiftoric^al conipo- 
fitions, were chiefly kriowii to the JBnglifli reader by a motley and 
miferabb verfion, till a new one, executed with fidelity and fpirit, 
yra^ prefented to the public by the Langhornes in I770, 

lA '-'■'■' • 

NO.TE XXI. Verse 379. 

' Mild Marcellint^ !y free from Jirvile awe/] Ammianus Marcellinjis,^ 
<3recian and a Spldier^^ as l}f^. calls himfelf, flourifhed under Con- 
ftantius and the fugceeding ^p^ors, as late as Theodofius. He 
ferved under Julian in thp T^^, and wrote a Hiftory from the 
reign of Nerva to the death of Valens, in 3 1 books, of which 1 8 
only remain. — The time and circumftances of his own death are 
unknown.— Bayle has an article on Marcellinus, in which he ob- 
ferves, that he has introduced a moft bitter inve<5live againft the 
Practitioners of Law into his Hiftory.— He jQiouId have added, that 
the Hiftorian beftows great encomiums on fome illuftrious charac- 
ters of that profeflion, and even mentions the peculiar hardship to 
whidh Advocates are themfelves expofed.— The curious reader may 
find this paflage. Lib. xxx. Cap. 4. 


NOTE 
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< NOTE XXII. Verse 3^. 

jlnJ, With Comnenas royal name imfreJiJ] Anna Comnena was the 
•Ideft daughter of the emperor Alexius Comnenus, and the em- 
prefs Irene,^ born 1083.— She wrote the Hiftory of her father, in 
15 books, firft publifhed, very imperfedly, by Hxfchelius, In 16 10, 
an4 fince printed in the colledion of the Byzantine Hiilorians, with 
adifFufe and incorredt Latin verfion by the Jefuit Poffinus, but 
with excellent notes by the learned Du Frefne. 

Confidering the miferies of the time in which ihe lived, and the 
merits of her work— which fome Critics have declared fuperior to 
every other in that voluminous coileAion — this Lady may be 
juftly regarded as a Angular phaenomenon in the literary world ; 
and, as this mention of her may poffibly excite the curiofity of my 
fair Readers, I fliall clofe the Notes to this Epiftle with prefenting 
to them a Tranllation of the Preface to her Hiftory, as I believe 
no part of her Works have yet appeared In any modern language. 
I found that I could not abridge it without injuring its beauty, and 
though long, I flatter myfelf it will efcape the cenfure of being 
tedious, as flie feelingly difplays in it the misfortunes of her life, 
and the charafter of her mind. 

THE PREFACE OF THE PRINCESS ANNA COMNENA, 
FROM THE GREEK, 

Prefixed ta her Alexiad, or Hiftory of her Father 
the Emperor Alexius. 

TIME, which flows irrefiftibly, ever encroaching, and ftealing 

fomething from human life, feems to bear away all that is mortal 

into a gulph of darknefs; fometimcs deftroying fuch things as 

10 dcfcrvc 
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dcferve not utterly to be forgotten, and fometimes, fuch as are moft 
noble, and moft worthy of remembniiice. Now {to ufc the word« 
of the tragic poet *) 

Difcovering things iiivifibk ; and now 
Sweeping each prefent. objedl from our fight. 

But Hiftory forms the ftrongeft barrier againft this tide of Time: 
it withftands, in fome meafure, the violence of the torrent, and, 
by .coUedling and cementing fuch things as appear worthy of 
prefcrvation, while they are hurried along the ftream, it allows 
tkem not to fink into the abyfs of oblivion. 

On this confideration, I Anna, the daughter of tlie emperor 
Alexius, and his confort Irene, born and educated in imperid 
Iplehdor — not utterly void of literature, and folicitous to (Min- 
'^uifh myfelf by that Grecian charadteriftic — as I have already ap- 
plied myfclf to Rhetoric;, and having thoroughly ftudied the 
Principles of Ariftotle and the Dialogues of Plato, have endea- 
voured to adorn my mind with the -f* four ufual branches of educa- 
tion (for I think it incumbent on me, even at the rifqiie of ap- 
pearing vain, to declare what qualifications for the prefent tafk I 
have received from nature, or gained by application ; what Provi- 
dence has beftowed upon me, or time and opportunity fupplied.) 
'Oh thefe accounts, I am defirous of commemorating, in my pre- 
fent work, the adtions of my father^ as they deferve not to be bu- 
ried in filence, or to be plunged, as it were, by the tide *of Time, 
into the ocean of Oblivion : both thofe adtions which he per- 
formed after he obtained the diadem, and thofe before that period, 
while he was himfelf a fubjed of other Princes, 1 engage* in this 
narration, not fo much to difplay any little talent for compofition, 

• Sophocles. ^ t Aftrology, Geometry, Arithmetic, and Muflc. 

3 ^5 
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ii$ to prevent tranfadMons of Aich" importance from perifliing unr«- 
corded : fincc even the brighteft of human atchievements, if not 
configned to memory under the guard of writing, are cxtinguiflied, 
as it were, by the Darknefs of Silence. 

My father was a man, who knew both how to govern, and to 
pay to governors a becoming obedience : but in chufing his adtions 
for my fubjeft, I am apprehenfive, in the very outfet of my work, 
left I may be cenfured as the Panegyrift of my own family for 
writing of my father ; that if I fpeak of him with admiration, my 
whole Hiftory will be confidered as a falfe and flattering cnco-i- 
mium ; and if any circumftance, I may have occafion to mention, 
leads me, as it were by force, to difapprove fome part even of his 
condud, I am apprehenfive, on the other hand, not from the cha- 
raifter of my father, but from the very nature of things, that fome 
malignant cenfurej^ may compare me to Cham, the fon of Noah j 
fince there are many, whom envy and malevolence will not fuflFcr 
to form a fair judgment, and who, to fpeak in the words of 
Homer, 

Are keen to cenfure, where no blame is due. 

For whoever engages in the province of Hiftory, is bound to for^ 
get all fentiments both of favour and averfion; and often to adorn 
his enemies with the higheft commendations, when their adtions 
are entitled to fuch reward ; and often to cenfure his moft intimate 
friends, when the failings of their life and manners require it.— 
Thefe are duties equally incumbent on the Hiftorian, which he 
cannot decline. As to myfelf, with regard to thofe who may be 
affefted either by my cenfure or my praife, I would wifh to aflurc 
them, that I fpeak both of them, and their conduit, according to 
the evidence of their adtions tbemfelves, or the report of tho/e 
who beheld them ; for cither the fathers, or the grandfathers, of 
many perfons now living were ocular tvitneflfes of what I (hall 
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record. I have been chiefly led u> ebgag^ m thjs Hiftpfy of my 
lather by the following circumftsmcc :r-It was my fortun* to mgrry 
Csfar NicephoruSy of the BryenaiaQ &mily, a quki far fuperipr to 
all his cotemporaries, not only in perfo^al b^uty, but in fublimity 
of underftanding, and all the charmi; q{ eloquenpe I for he was 
equally the adn^iration of thqfe who (m, and thpfe who heard 
^m. But that my difcpurfe may not vrander froit its prefent pur-^ 
pofe, let me proceed in my narration I — He was then, among all 
men, the moil diftinguiihed ; and when he marched with the 
temperor John Comnenus, my brother, on his expedttioo agaiiift 
Antioch, and other places in pofleffion of the Barb»mn$, fUU uQii. 
able to abfiain from literary purfuits, even in thofe fcenes of labour 
and fatigue, he^wrote vai-ipus^ compofitiona worthy of remenftbranee 
ami of honour, fiat he chie6y applied himfelf to the writing an 
account of what related to my father Alexius, emperor of the 
Romans, at the reqoeft of the emprefs ; reducing into proper form 
the tranfaftions of his reign, whenever the times ^^rould allow him 
to devote fhort intervals of leifure from arms and battle to works 
of literature, and the labour of compofition. In forming this 
Hiftory, he deduced his accounts from an early period, being di- 
rected in this point alfo by the inftrudion of our royal miflrefs ; 
beginning from the emperor Diogenes, and deibending to the per- 
fon, whom he had chofen for the Hero of his Drama—for this 
feafon firft ihewed my father to be a youth of expe£):ation» Be- 
fore this period he was a mere infant j and of courfe perfornied 
nothing worthy of being recorded : unlefs even the occurrences of 
his childhood fhould be thought a fit fubjed: for Hiftory. Such 
then was the defign and fcope of Cafar's compofitioni: but^he fpil'd 
in the hope he had entertained, of bringing his HiflQiy ta its 
conclufion: ibr having brought it to the tiniesjof the emperor 
NiccphorAis Botoniates, he there broke oiF, having noj future' pp- 
portuhity allowed him. of oonlinuing his o^rr^^ffO:. a. circus- 

fiance. 
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Sacticc, t^WieHfeari^p*tivitfxfcvcife l6fs tbk Lit eratitfe, aitcf robted }^ 
waders of dcKghtJ-fis^OW ttw account I have tmdeftakeii to record 
the adSotrfe of- my father, that fuck atchievchients may nbt dhalpb 
pcwfterity. What degree oi hztttiDtiy and grace the \?^ritingfeiblf 
C^far poffe^di afl petfon? know, who have b^n fortunate enough 
to fit }m compbfitibns. But having executed his work to the pe^. 
f rod I have flxchtioittd, iir the midft of hurry and fatigue, and brmg- 
ing it to us llalf finifhid from his expedition, he brought hoto^ 
alas ! at the fame time, a diforder that proved mortal, co^traded 
perhaps from thcr hardfbips of his paflage, or perhaps from that 
harrafSng ftene of perpetual aifiioh, and poilibly indeed from his 
infinite anxiety on' my account ; for anxiety wiu natural to his af- 
fe£^i(H)ate heart, and' his labours Weve without ihtcrmifliQh. More* 
ever thfc chattge and badnefs of clito^s might ptfepare for him this 
dlraught of death. For notwitManding the dreadful flatc of his 
keakhi he perfbvered in the campaign ag^nft the Syrians and Cili^ 
cians, till at length he Was conveyed out of Syria in a moil infina 
ilhte, and was brought thi'ough. Cilicia,. Pamphylia, Lydia, and 
Bithynia^ home to the metropolis of the! empire, and to his fk« 
mily, ]&ut his vitals were now affcdcd by his infinite fatigue.-« 
Even in this flate Of weakilefs he was dcfirous of difplaying the 
events of hisexpeditiori : but this his diforder rendered him unable 
to execute, and indeed we ehjbincd him not to attempt it, left by 
the effort of fuch a narration he fhould burfl open his wound,-— 
But in the recollection of thefe things, my whole foul is darkened^ 
and my eyes are covered with a flood of tears.— O what a diredor 
of the Roman counfels Was then torn from us ! O' what an end 
was there to all the treafures of dear, of various, and of ufefui 
knowledge, which he had collected from obfervation and expe« 
rienoe, both in r^rd to foreign affairs, and the internal bufinefs 
of the empire! -^O what a form wias then deftroyed I— Beauty, 
that feemed not only entitled to dominion, but bearing even the 
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femblance of divinity ! — I indeed have been converfant with every 
calamity ; and have founds even from the imperial cradle an un^ 
propitious fortune : fome perhaps might efleem that fortune not 
unpropitious, which Teemed to fmile upon my birth^ in giving me 
fovereigns for my parents, and nurfing me in the imperial purple : 
but for the other circumftances of my life, alas, what tempeftsl 
alas, what perturbations ! The melody of Orpheus affei^ed even ina- 
nimate nature i and Timotheus, in playing the Orthic fong to 
Alexander, made the Macedon ftart to arms. 

The relation of my mifcries would not, indeed, produce fuch 
cffefts ; but it would move every auditor to tears ; it would force 
not only beings endued with fenfibility, but even inanimate nature 
to fympathize in my forrow. — This remembrance of Caefar, and 
his unexpe<aed death, tears open the deepcft wound of my foul : 
Indeed, 1 confidcr all my former misfortunes, if compared to this 
immcafureable calamity, but as a drop of water to the Atlantic fea : 
or rather, my earlier afflictions were a kind of prelude to this : 
they firft involved me, as it were, like a fmoke preceding this 
raging lire : they were a kind of heat, that portended a conflagra- 
tion, which no words can defcribe. O thou fire, that blazeft 
without fuel, preying on my heart without deftroying its exlftence; 
piercing through my very bones, and (hrinking up my foul !— 
But I perceive myfelf hurried away from my fubjefl: : this mention 
of Caefar, and what I fufFer in his lofs, has led me into the pro- 
lixity of grief : wiping therefore the tear from my eyes, and re- 
ftraining myfelf from this indulgence of forrow, I will proceed 
in order ; yet, as the * tragic Poet fays. 

Still adding tear to tear, 

as recollecting misfortune after misfortune : for the entering on 
the Hiftory of fuch a king, fo eminent for his virtues, revives 

* Euripides. 

in 
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in my mind all the wonders he performed, which move me to 
frefli tears : and thefe I (hare in common with all the world; for 
the remembrance of him, and the recital of his reign, fupplies to 
me a new fubje<fl of lamentation, and muft remind others of the 
Ibfs they have fuftained. 

But Tet me at length begin the Hiftory of my father, from 
the period moft proper: — now the moft proper period is that, 
which will give to. my narration the deareft, and moft hiftorical 
appearance.——— 
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'O W fainted Kings renounce^ wtb holy dread, , 
The cbq/ie endearments of tbeir marriage-'bcd.'] It is well known 
how Edward the Confeflbr is celebrated for his inviolable chaf* 
tity by the Monkifh Hiftoriany— *one of them, in particular, is fo 
folicitous to vindicate the piety of Edward in this article, that he 
pafles a fevere ccnfure on thofe, who had imputed his fingular con- 
tinence to a principle of refentment againft the father of his queen 
— -Hanc quoque Rex ut conjugem tali arte tradtavit; quod nee 
thoro removit; nee earn virili more carnaliter cognovit: quod 
utrum patris illius, qui proditor convidus erat, et familis ejus 
odio quod prudenter pro tempore diflimulabat ; an amore caftitatis 
id fecerit, incertum efl aliquibus, qui in dubiis finiflra interpre- 
tantur. Veruntamen non benevoli, et veritati, ut videtur, diflbni 
dicere praefumunt. Quod Rex charitatis et pacis munere ditatus, 
de genere proditoris hsredes, qui fibi fuccederent, corrupto femine 
z noluerit 
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Aoluerit procreare. Scicbat enim rex pacific us quod filia nihil 
criminis commifit cum patre proditore, & idcQ non rcfpuit thorum 
virginis ; fed ambo unanimi afifenfu caftitatem voverunt^ parilique 
voluntate Thomje Rudborne> Hift. major, in Anglia Sacra* 

Tom. I. p«j24i. 
The very high degree of merit, which the writers of the dark 
ages attributed to this matrimonial mortification, is ftill more for^ 
cibly difplayed in a miraculous ftory related by Gregory of Tours^ 
which the curious reader may find in the Firf^ Book and 42d 
chapter of that celebrated Hiftorian. 

NOTE II. Verse 19. 

How Nuns, entranced, to joys celefiial mount. 

Made drunk with rapture from afacredfount^ The Monkiih Hif- 
torians feem to have coniidered a vifion as the moft engaging em- 
belliihment that Hiftory could receive— Even the fage Matthew 
Paris delights in thefe heavenly digrellions. But the vifions, to 
which die preceding verfes particularly dludt^ are thoie of the 
Virgin Flotilda, printed in the 2d volume of the Hiiloriae Franco- 
rum Scriptores, by the learned Du Chefne : A very fhort fpecimen 
nirfy fiitisfy the curiofity of the Reader-^Videbatur Canis candidus 
eidem adgandere, quem tamen ilia timens pertranfiit, & ad quen- 
dam locum in medium decentium clericorum pervenit^ qui earn 
gratanter excipiebant, et potum ei in vafe pulcherrimo qiitafi aquam 
dariffimam offerebant.— — P. 624. 

NOTE IIL Verse 24. 

With thofr dear gifts r the Meadow, and the Mi/L] The ufual* 
legacy of the old Barons to their monailic dependants. 

NOTE 
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NOTE IV. Verse 59. 

-jpT mitred Ttirpin to/d, in wildefi Jlrain.'] It is now generalljr 
agreed, that the Hiftory which bears the name of Turpin, Arch- 
bifliop of Rheims, was the forgery of a Monk, at the time of the 
Crufades, though Pope Calixtus the Second declared it to be au- 
thentic. — But, as it was certainly intended to pafs as genuine Hif- 
tory, whenever it was compofed, and adkually did fo for fome 
ages, this poetical mention of it appeared not improper. For tke 
entertainment of the curious reader, I fhall tranfcribe the two mi- 
raculous paffages alluded to in the poem : — Ante diem belli, caftris 
ct arietibus & turmis prapparatis in pratis, fcilicet quae funt inter 
caftrum, quod dicitur Talaburgum, & urbem, juxta Huviiun 
Caranta, infixerunt Chriftiani quidam haftas fuas eredtas in terra 
ante caftra, craftina vero die haftas fuas corticibus & frondibus de- 
coratas invenerunt ; hi fcilicet qui in bello praeicnti accepturi eraiit 
martyrii palmam pro Chrifti fide.— -Qui etiam tan to miraculo Dei 
gaviii, abfciflis ha{Hs iiiis de terra, fimul coaduniti primitus in 
bello perierunt, & mukos Saracenos occiderunt, fed tandem 
Martyrio coronantur. Cap. X. 

. After the foliloquy of Roland, addreffed to his fword, which 

moft readers have feen quoted in Mr. Warton's excellent Obfcr- 

Mations on Spcnfer, the Hiftorian proceeds thus : — Timens rie in 

ati us Saracenorum deveniret, percuflit fpata lapidem marmoreum 

trino idhi; a fummo ufque deorfum lapis dividitur, & gladius 

biceps illaefus educitun Deinde tubafuaccepit altifona tonitruare, 

fi forte aliqui ex Chriftianis, qui per nemora Saracenorum timore 
latitabant, ad fe venirent. Vel fi illi, qui portus jam tranfierant, 
forte ad fe redirent, fuoque funeri adeflent, fpatamque fuam & 
equum acciperent, et Saracenos perfcquerentur. Tunc tanta vir-. 
tute tuba fua eburiiea infonuit, quod flatu omnis ejus tuba per 
3 medium 
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inedinm fciiTa^ & vena colli ejus ^ nervi rupti fuifle feruntur, 
cujus vox ad aures Caroli, qui in valle quae Caroli dicitur, cum 
exercitu Avi.tentona fixcrat, ]oco fcilicet, qpi diftabat a Carolo 

. g^^;a^\\xi\m verfus Gafconiaa3> Angelico dudbu pervenit. 

. ^; : j'f ; /.\ -Cap. xxii. & ixui. 

NOTE V. Verse 65. 

Tet modeft Mginbard, with grateful care.] The celebrated Secretkry 
and fuppofed Son-in-law of Cliarlemain ; who is faid to haVe fieAi 
carried through the fnow on the fhbulders of the afFeftionate 'ahH 
ingenious Imma^ to prevent his being tracked from her apartnietit 
by the Emperor her father: a ilory which the elegant pen of 
Addifon has copied and embelliihed from an old German Chrq- 
aicle^ and inferted in the 3d volume of the SpeiJbttor^-^This hs^ppy 
lover (fuppofing the ftory to be trite) feems to have poflefled a 
heart not unworthy of fo enchanting a miftrefs^ and to have re- 
turned her affecftion with the moft faithful attachment ; for there 
is a letter of ^glnhard's ftill extant/ lamenting the Vieath of his 
wife^ which is written in the tendereft ftrain of connubial afflic- 
tion— -it does not however exprefs that this lady was the affec« 
tionate Princefs, and indeed fome late critics have proved, that 
Imma was not the daughter of Charlemain.— — -But to return to our 
Hiiloriaa.*— He was a native of Germany, and educated by the mu- 
ixificence of his imperial mafter, of which he has left the moft 
grateful teftimony in his Preface to the Life of that Monarch— 
the paflage may ferve to ihew both the amiable mind of the 
Htilorian, and the elegance of his ftyle, confiderin^ the age in 
which he wrote :-—Suberat & alia non irration^bilis, ut dpinor 
caufii, qu^ vel fola fufficere poflet, ut me ad hxc fcribenda com- 
pelleret} nutrimentum videlicet in me impenfum, 5c perpetua^ 
poftquam in. aula ejus converfari ccepi, cum ipfo ac Uberis ejus 
amidda, qua me ita;fibi devinxit, debitQremque tam vivo quan^ 

CL ' mortuo 
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mprttto coniUtuit ; ut merito ingratus vldeiri & jiidiaui 'poffi^, ii 
lot beneficiqrum in me coUatorum 'inimemor clariffima & Hlufttif- 
fifloa hominis optimc de*me xneriti gefta fil^do pi^eHrem i pat6- 
Mrque vitam ejus quafi qui nunqiiam vixerit fine Kteii$ ac'd^ifta 
laudc manere i cui fcribendae atque explicands non meum ingenio- 
lamj quod exile & parvum imo nullum pene eft, fed Tullianam' 
par erat defudarc facundiam.— The tenns in which he fpeaks of 
. Charlemain's being unable to write are as follow : — Tentabat & fori- 
^^re fabulafque & codicellos ad hoc in ledulo fub cervicalibus 
circwnferre iblebat, ut cum vacuum^tempus eSct, rnahum efiigiufi* 
4ut literis afluefaceret. Sed pariim jproiperi fucceflit labor prs* 
poftcrui^ ac ibr6 inchoatus.—^gin1iard, after the lofs of his la- 
XD^pted. ^ife> is fuppofed to have pafledf the remainder of his di^s 
in rcUgiotts retircjnent^ ahdjto have died foon after the year 840^— 
His Life of Charlenlain/his Anha)8from'74i to 829, and his Let- 
ters> are all inferted ii| the 2d volume of Duchefne's Scrip tores JPran- 
corum. But thef^^is ^ improveo edition o!f this valuable Hifto-** 
mxip with the/An9otajtions'or Uei^^ i^chmlncke^ ik Q^dt^o 

1711. . . . ' 

NOTE yL Yerse 79/ 

With Merlin sjpells andtftber's amorous rage.] The firft of the 
two excellent diflertafiorts prefixed to Mr. Warton's Hiftory of 
Engliih Poetry^ gives the moft perfed account of this famous old 
Chronicler and his whimfical performance.—** About the year 
iiooy Gualter^ Archdeacon of Oxford, a learned man, and a dili-* 
gent colle^r of Hiftories, travelling through France, procured' 
in Armorica ^ antient Chronicle, wntten in the Britilh or Anno- 
Hcan language, entitled, Brut-y-Brenbined^ or the Hiftory of 'die 
Kings of Britain. This book he Wongh^ into England, knd'cbm- 
municated ft' to Geoffrey of Monmouth^ a Welfli Beiitedl«fcfne 

Monk, 
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,^<ml^>.^ (dcgant writer :of Latin/ dnd adtrtirably flcilled in the 
^ritJU^ tangue« Qeoi&ey, at the reqijeft and I'ecoinmeiuiatia^ ^of 
Gu|dtejr, t.^ jAxchdcacQn, tranflated this Britifh Chrohicfe isito 

^Ijiftinr, ex^tttingV&e pTraoflatioo \irith a tolerable degree dFjmtitf^ 
f^ geeat,.fi4^1ity^. yfl not xvlthoat CotAc mterpolatiotltt-^t irajs . 
probably^fiiflied after the yeari 1 3^/% -«-''' The 0mplefubje£l of this 

; Chronicle^ .divefled of its romiluitic embelUihmentSt is a deda^oa 
pftl]we,Welih Princes J^cjni the Trojan Brutus to Cadwaliader^ wHo 

.4rqgned in the feycath ccntuiy^'' * To this tttnA from Mr. Wir- 
ton, it may be proper to add a concife account of ths(t rbintaUISc 
embelliihlncntt to which I have particularly alluded :-*-Utlier Pe^ 
.dragoQL^ at the feftiv^ of his qoronatlon^ fal^s iA love wilb IgctAf 

..the wife of Gorlois, Duke^of Cornwall; and being prevetitc^ froin 

.'purfuing his address by th(( vigiiahce of Jthe hiifbaivlt he appIiBS 

^to the. magical power of Merlin for thecomplefcioit of his defirc.^^ 
This he obtains by being transformed into the p^fon of Go{iais# 

. ^d^us intcpducinj; himf^ to^^ Muded7|;ernat as' Jupiter Vi<« 
4ted Alcmpnat he ogives birth ta the celebrated Atthur.— ^Manfit 
itaquc rex ea node cum tgorna.Sc ieie de^aeraCa V€her6 refecit. Db-- 
cepcrat namque illam falfa fpecies quam afiumpferat : deceper^t 
etiam fidtitiis fermonibus^ quos ornate componebat . « • unde ipfit 
credula nihil quod poicebathr abniegavltJ Concepit itaque eadem 
no<3:e celeberrimum ilium A^thurumt qui poffax^dum ut Celebris 
effet, mira probitate promeruit. 

Galfridus Mon, Lib. vi. cap. 2. 

NOTE VJJ. Verse 83. 

■ i! :- :. ^. ^ ■.■.-.-.. 

. , ITet Ltjes great drama, and the Deeds, ofmen^ 

■ ,(v .^S? Monk afMalnijburyl engagd tby pen.) William, furnamed 
. of MaUneibury from being a ^ember of that churchy was a native 

.jpf ^nier^ti^ and is fuppoTed t9 liave received his education at 
,, Oxfords j ^?.i«JulUy,iaIlcfi b^ idimoft every writer on Englifli 
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Hiftory, the moft liberal and judicious of all our monaftic . Hifiio^ 
lians. His principal work is a Hiftory of our Kiogs^ from th^ 
arrival of the Saxons to the 20th year of Henry die Firil:. This 
was followed by two books of kt»r Hiftory^ which clofe wilhthe 
celebrated eicape of the Emprefs Matilda: from the CafUc of Oxr 
ford, 1 142. Thefe works are both addrefied to that munificent 
patron of merit, Robert Earl of Gloucefter, natural ion of Henry 
the Firft, who was perhaps the moft exalted and accompliflied cha- 
ra^er, that ever flourished in fo barbarous an age. The Hiftoriaa 
fpeak^ of his noble friend with all the fimplicity of truth, and aU 
the warmth of virtuous admiration. He died, according to Pitts, in 
i 143, three years before his generous patron $ and this is* probablen 
from his not purfuing his Hiftory, which he intimates a defign of 
refuming.— ^Yet there is a pfliflage preferved in Tanner, from the 
Preface to hi« Comments on Jeremiah, which ieems to prove, that 
he lived to a later period, -iince he mentions his hiftorical works 
as the production oC his^Tyounger days, and ipeaks of his age as 
devoted to religious comppfitioa. «. Befides his four books de geftis 
Pontificum Anglorumi he .w<:ote .many works of the fame pious 
turUf which the curious reader may iee enumerated in Tanner's 
.JBibliothcca. 

NOTE VIIL Verse 136. 

^ faithful Chronicler in plain FroifartJ] John Froiflart, Canon and 
Treafurer of the collegiate church of Chimay, in Henault, was born 
at Valenciennes, a city of that province^ in 13J7* according to the 
conjedlure of that elaborate and ingenious antiquarian Mr. de St*. 
Palaye ; who has amply illuftrated the life and Writings of this, 
engaging Hiftorian, in a feries of diflertations among the Memoirs 
of the French Academy, VoL X. jj, 14.1— St. Palaye imagines, 
from' a paffoge in the MS Poems of Froiflart,. that his father >va& a 
painter of Armories :-^and it is certain the Hiftorian difcovers^a 

paflion 


piflk)* for alt tffe jf>6toj>^ ahd ' air^he mifttitifc of h^ratdiy of thit 
imrtid a^r"im!l Prolfliit, Atere the pricft of gallarttry than of re- 
ligion, dfevotedliiriifHf fcntft-ely toth* cdebnatidttof love and war. 
•^At'Hife age'<>f ^a,^1ie b^gan'fb^p^rft^'Hiftdry^ it the requcfft a?;^ 
ci^ Se^neur & AIRi^n MeJ/fre^^oh€ti *5 Namur, Gh«v^ier Sfei^ 
neur de Bcaiufort.^ — ^The ajiguifli of anfuccefsful love drove hhtt 
early into England, and his iirft voyage ieems a kind of emblem of 
his future life ; for he failed hither in a ftorm, yet continued writ- 
ing a i'ohdeau in fpite of thfe teiripeft, till he found himfelf on 
that coaft, oti I'on aime mietrx la goerfe, qufe la paix, & otr leg 
cftrangers font tris-bien venus, as he Giid of our country in ins ver/ef^ 
and happily experienced in his kind reception at court, where Phi- 
lippacf Henault,4he Queen of Edward the Third, and a Patronefe 
of learning, diftinguiftied the young Hiftorian, her Countryman, by 
the kindeft proteftion ; and, finding that love had rendered him 
unhappy, fupplied him with money and with horfe«, that he might 
prieleh* hithfclf with every advanta^/befdre the objeft of his p^S*- 
fioh^^>r-Lov€ foon efcorted 4iii» to h^ his addreifef 

were again unfuccefsiul j add» taking a fefcondVdyage to England, 
he became Secretary to his royjt} pa^Bfonefs^Philippa, in 1361, after 
having prefented to her fome portion of his Hiftory. — He con* 
tinued five years in her fervice, entertaining her majefty Je beaux 
diSiiez & traiSiez amour ejAxz in this period he paid a vifit to Scot- 
land, and was entertained 15 days by William Earl Douglas. — In 
1366, when Edward the Black Prince was preparing for the war 
in Spain, Froiflart was with him in Gafcony, and hoped to attend 
him during the Whole courfe of that important expedition : — but 
the Prince fent him back to the Queen his mother.— He continued 
not iohg in England, as he vifited niany^of the Italian courts in the 
following year, and during hrs ' travels fuftained the irreparable 
lofs of that patronefs; to whofe bounty he had been fo much in- 
debted.— Phili|ipa' died 1369, 'and Froiflarr is reported to have 

2 written 
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written the life of his amiable prot6<3xe& ; bitt of t^is perfaniif 
jace the refearches of St. PaUye could; di&over no trace. * . 

After this event, he retired to his own qountty, »aiui.obt%ii^ed the 
benefice of Leftines, in the diocefe^of CambnKjr^— 9)it the <:ure of 
fouls was an office little fui^ed to the gay and gallant FcoiflarttTf-^ 
His genius led him ftill to travel, from caftle to caiUe, and from 
court to court, to ufe the words of Mr« Warton, who has made 
x)ccafiomd mention of our author, in his elegant Hiftory of Engliih 
Poetry.— Froiffart now enleied into thft fervice of the Duke of Bra^* 
iiant; and, as that Prince wa$ himfelf a.poet, FroiiT^ coUeded all 
the compofitions of his mtefler, and adding fome of his own, formed 
a l^ind of romance, which he cs^U: . 

Un t^ivre dc.Aleliaddr n... 

Le Chevalier au folfeil d'or, * 

«nd of which, m ont of his later poems, he giv^ the following acr 

Dedanrttt Romant foM ^enciofea 
Toutes les chan90its i^e jadis, 
Dont Tame foit pn panwiis, 
Q^e fit le bon Due de Braibant, 
Wincelaus, dont x>n park tant ; 
Car un prince fu amorous. 
Gracious & chevalerous, 
Et le livre me fit ja faire. 
Par trfes grant amoureus k faire, 

Coment qu^il ne le veift oncques. 

■ . * 

The Duke died in 1384, before this work was completed $ a«d 
Froiffiut fooa found a new patron in Guy earl of Blois* onithe 
marriage of whoic Son he wrote a Paftoral, entitled Le Temple 
d'Homiear.^— The earl having requelted him to refume.his.Hiftory;* 
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of Foix/ whofe high repttt&tidn fOF #v6ry knightly virtue attradred 
t&his Mfiitefiet^tOrlaiit^ thofe m from whofe 

liiouthit%fa84lieddli^r^ txsateritts of fait 

Hiftory.^^lrke conreeoasi'Gafton gave him the itioft iSattmnjg^'redcp^ 
tiofi: he £dd' to hkn with a fiAile (& en bon Fran^ifi) **<qu^il 1^ 
connoi£R>it bien, qilpyqu'il ne I'euft jamais veo, mais qu-il ^rvoit 
bieii otli parkr de luy^ & le retint de fon hoftel/'— It became a fa« 
votirite aiiiu&m(efnt of th&En^I, «t» hkstt Preiflart read his* Romance 
of Meliador after fiipp^f.-^Hti ia^ttended in the caMe eveiy night at 
I2» trhen the Earl fate down to table, liftendd to him with ex^ 
treme attention, and never difmiHed hiai> till he had made. him 
vuider tout ce qui cftoit reft^ dvk vin de {^ bouchc-^Froiflart 
gained much information here, not only from his patron. Who wal» 
himielf very communicative, but fi^n:v various Knights of Arragon' 
and England, in the retinue of die Duke of Lancaftef, who thoft 
refided at Bordeaux.— After i l6ng relidence in this brill^t coUr^ 
and after receiving a prefeai frfhm^^ti lU>ef»]f. <3itflon» which he 
mentions in the following verfes « w* { - J 

* ' Je pris congi (8c Ti bons Contes' 

Me fit par fa chambrc dcs comptes 
Dclivrcr quafrevins*"floriiis '' 
D'Arragoh, tous peians & fins 
Et mon livre, qull m*ot laiflH. 

Froiflart departed in the train of the Countefs of Boulogne, related 
to the earl of Foix, and juft leayin£ him, to join her new hufband 
the Duke; of Berry. — In this expeditiqn our Hiilorian was robbed 
near Avignon, and laments the unlucky adventure in a very long; 
poem, from which Mn de St. Pahrpie has drawn many particularft 
of his life. - The ground^work of this poem (which . is^ not., in the 
Uft of our- Aothor's -poctkH :pieceSr^ - that Mr; Warton haa given cu» 
£n>m Pafquier) feems to have a flf ong vein of )mmour-— It is a 

dialogue 


no NOTES TO THE 

dialogue between the Poet and the fingle Florin that he has left 
out of the many which he had either {pent, or been obliged to fur- 
render to the robbers. — He reprefents himfelf as a man of the moft 
expeniive turn : in 25 years he had fquandered two thouiand franks^ 
befides his ecclefiaftical revenues. The compofition of his works 
had coft him 700 $ but he regretted not this fuiti^ as he expedbd to 
be amply repaid for it by the praife of pofterity. 
. After having attended all the feftivals pn the marriage of the 
Duke of Berry, having* traverfed many parts of France, and paid a 
vifit to Zelandt he returned to his own country in 1 390,* to continue 
his Hiftory from the various materials he had coUeded.— *But not 
fatisfied with the relations he had heard of the war in Spain, he 
went toMiddlebourgh in Zeland, inpurfuit of a Portuguese JCnight, 
Jean Ftrr^d Portelet, vaillant homme & fage, & du Cohieil du Roy 
de Portugal^ From this accomplifhed foldier Froiflart txpt€btd 
the moft perfect information, as an ocular witnefs of thofe fcenes, 
which he now wiflied to record.— The courteous Portdet received 
pur indefatigable Hiilorian with all |he kindnefs whioh his en« 
thufiajfm deferved, and in fix days, which they pafled together, gave 
him all the intelligence he defired.— Froiffart now returned home, 
and finiQied the third book of his Hiflx)ry.-— Many years had paft 
iince he had bid adieu to England : taking advantage of the truce 
then eflablifhed between France and that country, he paid it ano- 
ther vifit in 1395, with letters of recommendation to the King and 
his uncles.— From Dover he proceeded to Canterbury, to pay his 
devoirs at the fhrine of Thomas of Becket, and to the memory of 
the Black Prince. — Here he happened to >* find the fon of that hero, 
the young King Richard, whom devotion had alfo brought to make 
his offerings to the fafhionable Saints and return thanks to Heaveli 
for his fuccefifes in Ireland.— Froiflfart fpeaks of this adventure^ 
and his own feelings on the great change of fcene that had taken 
place fince his laft vifit to England, in the following natural and 
lively terms :•— Le Roy . . . vint . . a trez grant arroy, et bicn accom* 

paigne 
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ipdgut de TeigineMrs^ de dnnes et demoiC^es, et me mis entre eulr, 
& ^ntre dies, ct tout merfemMa ftouvcl, ne je ny congaoiffayt 
|>erfonae ; car ie tems eftoit bkn change en Angleterre depuis le 
iems de vmgt & hdyt ans :ett^n la cdinpagnie du roy n'ayoit 
mis de ies oncles • • • . fi fat du prcmifer ^ihifi que tout efbahy • • . 
Thaf Froiilait Was thus ttnbarrafied in not finding one of his old 
friends in the retinue of the King^ he foon gained a new Patron in 
Thomas Percy, Matter of 6ie Houfebbid, who offered to prefeat 
iiim and his letters to Richard ; but this offer happening on the 
eve of the King's departure, it proved too late for flie ceremony — 
Le Roy eftoit retrait pour aller donbir.*-— And on*themorrow, whe^ 
4^e impatient Hiftorian ittendied early Isit the Afchbi(hop*s p^lace^ 
where the King flept, iiis friend Percy advifdd him to wait amorp 
^icomreni^it feafon for being introduced to Richard .-—Froiffiirt acr 
^iefeed in fliis advice, and wsLs conibled for his difappointmetlt 
lyy fallSng into company with an EngUfh Knight, who had atCiended 
the King in Irdand, and was Very willing to gratify the curiofity 
of the Hiftofian by a relation of his adventures.i-^This was WiU 
liam de Lifle, who enterta£ned him, as they rode along together, 
with the marvels of St. Patrick's Cave, in which he aiTured him he 
had paffed a night, and feen wonderful vifions.-^—Though our ho- 
neft Chronicler is conmionly accufcd-of a paffion for the marvd* 
lous, with an excefs of credulity, he fays very fenfibly on this oc-* 
cafion, de cctte matiere je ne luy parlay plus avant, et men-ceflay, 
car voulentiers je luy eufTe demande du voyage d'Irlande, et luy eu 
voulaye parler, et mettre en voye,— -It appears plainly from this 
pafTage, that our Hiflorian was mote anxious to gain information 
concerning the fcenes of real adion, than to liflen to the extrnva^* 
gant fidions of a popular legehd^^^But here be was dgain difap^ 
pointed .-i-'Ncw companions joined them on die rpwi, • and $heir 
hiflorieal conference was thus interrupted.*— Thefc mortificatipnfr 
were foon repaid by the kind reception he met with frodi'the 
Duke of York, who faid to him, when he received ;tbe recpm-^ 

R mendatory 
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mendatory letter from the Earl of Henault, *' Maiftre Jehan tcot^ 
vous toujours deles nous, Ac nos gens» nous tous ferons tour 
amour 6c courtoifle, nous y fommes tenus pour Tamour du terns 
pade & de notre dame de mere k qui vous futes ; nous en avons 
bien la fouvenance."— -With thefe flattering marks of remembrance 
and favour the Duke prefented him to the King^ lequel mc receat 
joycufcment et doulcement (continues Froiflart) . . et ne- dHl que 
je furtc le bien venuset fi j'avoyc cfte de Thoilel du Roy fon Ayetfl 
6c de Madame fon Ayeule encores eftoys Je dc Thoilel d'Angleterro.. 
■ Some time however elapfed, before he had an opportunity 
of profenting his romance of Meliador, which he had prepared for 
the King.— -The Duke of York and his other friends at length ob^- 
ttined for him this honour : He gives the following curious and 
particular account of the ceremony : et voulut reoir le Roy mon 
livrei que je luy avoye apporte. Slle vit en fa chambre.:.car. tout 
pourveu jo Tavoyc, et luy mis fur fon lidt. Et lors il louvrit et 
regarda dedani, et luy pleut tres grandement. Et plaire bien luy 
devoir : car il eftoit enlumine, efccit et Hiftorie,. & convert de 
vermeil vcloux a dix cloux d*argcnt dorcz dor et rofts d-or ou 
incillicu A deux gros fermaulx dorcz et richcmcnt ouvrcz ou meil-- 
lieu roficrs d*or, Adonc mc dcmanda Ic Roy dc quoy il traidtoit: 
ct jc \\\y di.^ d nnu)urs, De cclle rcfponce fut tout resjbuy, et re- 
garda dcdnns If livrc en pluficurs Hcux, et y lyfit, car moult bien 
parloit ct lylbit Frdi>voy?» et puis le fift prendre par ung fien. 
I'hcvAliVr, i\\\\ ft nommo Mctlire Richard Credon, et porter en, 
<a chAmhrc dc rctruit dont il me fift bonne chere* 

AtYer parting three months in this court, Froiflart took his leave 
of the munJfiiHfnt hvit ill-fiiteti Rick^ni. In ihc laft chapter of his 
llillory* where he mentions the unfortunate end of this Monairbi 
he ffcAks with au honetV and atfi^()ing gratitude of the liberal pre- 
ftnt he received froa\ him on hi^ departure from England. — ^It was 
a goblet olMilver gilt, weighing two marks, and filled with ahun* 
^led nobles. 

\ On 


S B C O N D EPISTLE. j2j 

On leaving E^igland, he retired to bis own country, and is fup-t 
pofed to have ended his days at his benefice of Chimay» bul the 
year.of bis death is. uncertain, — There is an antient tradition in 
the country, fays Mr. de Saint Palaye, that he was buried in the 
chapel of St. Anne, belonging to his own church.— That ingeni- 
ous antiquarian produces an extract from its archives, in which the 
death of FrotfTart is recorded, but without naming the year, in the 
moft honourable terms.f— His obit bears the date of October, and 
is followed by 20 Latin verfcs, from which I fele<a fuch as appear 
to me the moft worth tranfcribing. 

Gallorum fublimis honos, 6c fama tuorum. 

Hie Froiffarde jaces, fi modo forte jaces. 
Hiftorle vivus ftuduifti reddere vitam, ? 

Defunfto vitam reddet at ilia tibi. ? 

Proxima dum propriis florebit Francia fcriptis, 

* Famia dum ramos, * Blancaque fundet aquas, 
Urbis ut hujus horio$, templi fie fama vigebis, 

Teque ducem Hiftorie Gallia tota colet, 
Belgica tota colet, Cymeaque vallis amabit, 

Dum rapidus proprios Scaldis obibit agros* 

As I have never met with any fatisfaiSlory account of Froiffart's 
life in our language, I have been tempted to fwell this Note to an- 
inordinate length ; yet it feems to me ftill necefi^ary to add a few 
lines more concerning the chara<fter both of the Hiftorian and the 
Poet. — A long feriesx)f French Critics, to whom even the judicious 
Bayle has been tempted to'give credit, have feverely cenfurcdFroiflart, 
as the venal partizan of the Englifh, and they have accufed his laft 
Editor, Sauvage, of mutilating his author, becaufe they could find 
in his edition no proofs of their charge.— The amiable St. Pa)aye 
has defended le bon Froiflart, as he is .called by honeft Montaigne, 

* • A forcft and a river near Chimay. 
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from^ fhis unJHft accuiation, and done full juftice at tibe fame time 
to ^d lAjured reputation of his cxad and laborious editoc. 

It fiiay ferve as a kind of mem^ito moii to poetical vani^r to* 
refled, that Froiflart is hardly known as a Poet, though his fer^ 
tile pen produced 30,000 verfes^ which were once the delight oT 
Princes, and the favourite ftudy of the gallant and the fain-— How 
fkr he def^red the oblivion, into which, his poetical compoiitions 
have fallen, the reader may conceive from the following judgment 
of his French Critic ; with whofe ingenious refle^on on the im<^ 
perfedlions attending the early flatc both of Poetry and Painting,c. 
I fhall terminate this Note* 

On peut dire en general au fujet dcs Poefies de Froiffart, que 
Tinvention pour les fujets lui manquoit autant que Tim^inatioa 
pour les ornemens ; du refte le flyle qu'il employe,, moins abonr- 
dant que diffus, ofire fouvcnt la repetition ennuyeufe des mSmes 
tours, & des monies phrafes, pour rendre des id^es aflez commu-- 
nes : cepcndant la fimplicite et la liberre de fa verification ne 
font pas toujours depourvues de graces, on y rencontre de tems en» 
tems quelques images &c plufieurs vers de fuite dont TcxprefSoa 
eft aflez heureufe. 

Tel ^toit aiors T^tat de notre Poefie Fran9oife,, et le fort de la- 
Peinture etoit ^ peu pris le meme., Ces deux arts que Ton a 
toujoura compares enfemble paroilfent avoir eu une marche prciquf 
uniforme dans leur progr^s. Les Peintres au fortir de la plus, 
groffi^re l^rbarie, faififiant d'abord en detail tous les petits objqts 
que la nature leur prefcntoit, s'attach^rcnt aux infed:es, aux flcurs^, 
aiix oifeaux, les par^rcnt des couleurs les plus vivcs,. les deffin^^ 
rent avec une exaditude que nous admirons encore dans les vignettes 
& dans les miniatures dcs manufcrits ; lorfqu ils vinrcnt a repr^ 
fcntcr des figures humaines, ils s'etudierent bien plus a terminer 
Its contours & k exprimer jufqu' aux cheveux les plus fins, qu'a 
donncr dc Tame aux vifagcs & du mouvement aux corps ; et Ccs 
Dliwrci dont la nature la plus commune foumiflbit toujours les 
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nKHklle9» ^toient jett^s enfemble au hazard, iaa$ choix, fans or-^ 
domiance» &ns aucuo gout de icompoiiticm.. 

Ltt Px)et68 aufli ft^riles qtie Ics Peintres^ borndient toate Itupic^- 
duftric a icavoir amener dcs defcriptions proportionn^ ^ leur tsu-- 
lens, et ils oe les quittoient qu'apris les av^ ^uiiilesj lis ne (9a« 
^cerrt gnire^ parler que d'un bcaa printems, de la verdure des cam-^ 
pagae8» dc I'^mail dea jprairies^ da ramagc de nwlle eipece^ d'oi^ 
&aux,. de la clart^ et de la vivacitd d'Une belle fontaine ou d^un 
ruiflau qui murmure; quelquefoia cependant il« rendent avee 
naivet^ lea amufemens enfantins dea amans, leurs ris, leurs jeux> 
les palpitations oa la joie d'un ccsur amoreux; ild n'imagihetit rieii' 
au deU» incapable d'ailleurs de donner de la fuite et de la liatfoa i'. 
lleucs iddbs. ^ ' j 

Notice desiPbeiies de FroiiTart; Memoires^de l!Academiei; 

Tora.xiv. p. ^25 J 

SOTE'llS. Verse 184,. * . 

5l5y F^n)o$iry Hie the Suns pr^Kficray^, 

Brot^it the keen Scribe of Fkrenjce intoJ)a^] Nicholas Machiavel^ 
tlie celebrated Florentine, was firft patronized by Leo, who caufed 
one of his comedies to be adted with great magnificence at Rome, 
and engaged him to write a. private TreatifedeReformatione Rei- 
public^ Florentinse, His famous political EjSay, entitled, ** The 
Prince,'* was publifhed in 15 1*5, and dedicated to the Nephew of 
that Pontic The various juc^ments that have beeh paflcd on this 
iitagulaT; perfbrmancc are a linking proof of ^ the incertitude pf hu- 
man opinion. — In England it has received appJauie from the great 
names of Bacon and Clarendon, who fuppofe it intended to pro-* 
mote the intereft of liberty and virtue. In Italy, after many yearaf 
ef approbation, it was publicly condenmed by Clement, jtjheyillth, 
at the inftigation of a Jefuit, wbe had not read ^hc feopfc. Jii 
France it has even been ifuppofed inilruincntal . tp tfec horrid 
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mai&cre of St. Bartholpmew, as the favourite ftudy of Catherine 
of Medicis and her Sons, aridas teaching the bioody leffoas of ex- 
tirpation^ .which* jfhcy.fo. fatally put in praSice, Yet one of his 
Fxench Tranflators * has gone fo €ar'as to fay, that ^* Machtavel, 
who pafles among all the world for a teacher of Tyranny, detefted 
it more than .any man of the age, in which he lived." It muft 
however be owned, that there is a great mixture of good and evil in 
his politic^ precepts. For the latter many plaufible apologies have 
been made^ and it ihould be remembered to his honour, that his 
great aim was to promote the welfare of his country, in exciting 
the Houfe of Medicis Jto deliver Italy from the invafion of fo- 
reignej?^. •> 

He is faid to have hcen made Hiftoriographer of Florence, as a 
xtwfLcd ioT having fuffered the torture on fufpicion of confpiring 
againft the goverj^ment of that city, having fupported the fevere 
trial with unfailing refolution. His Hiftory of that republic he 
wrote at the requeftof Clement the Vllth^ as. we are informed in 
his Dedication of it to that Pontiff, The ftyle of this work is much 
celebrated, and the firft Book may be regarded as a model of 
Hiftorical abridgment,— He died, according to Paul JoviuSj in 
1.530. 

• . • . •»'-■* 

NOTE X. Verse 194- 

Nor le/sf O Leo, was it thine to raife 

T!be great Hijloric Chief (f modern days.\ Francis Guicciardiri, 
horn at Florence 1482, of an antient and noble family, was ap- 
pointed a Profcffor of Civil Law in that city at the age of 23. In 
J 51 2 he was fent Embaffador to Ferdinand King of Arragoni 
and foon after his return deputed by the Republic to meet JLeo 
the Xth at Cortona, and attend him on his public entry into FIo« 
jence.— That difcerning Pontiff immediately became his Patron, 
;and raifed him to the government of Modena and Reggio. He 

fucceeded 
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fucceedttd to that of Farma, which he defended with great fpirit 
againft the French, on the death of Le».— He rofe to the higheft 
honours under Clement the Vllth, having the command of all the 
ccclefiaftical forces, and being Governor of Romagna, and laflly of 
Bologna, in whi^ city he is faid to have received the moft flatter-- 
ing compliments from the Emperor Charles V. — Having gained 
much reputation, both civil and military, in: various fcencs of ac- 
tive life, he pafTed his latter days in retirement,, at his villa near 
Florence, where he died foon after completing his Hiftory> in the 
59th year of his age, 1540, Notwithftariding the high reputation 
of Guicciardin, his Hiflory has been violently attacked,, both as 
to matter and ftyle. — The honefl. Mohtaighe inveighs with great 
warmth againft themalignant turn of its author ; and his own coun- 
tryman Boccalini, in whofc whimiical but lively work there are 
many excellent remarks on! HiQsoty and Hiftorianf, fuppofes a La- 
cedaemonian throwninto agonies by a linglc page, of Guicciardin, 
whom he is condemned to read>. for having himfdf been, guilty of 
ufing three words inftead of two. The poor Spartan cries for mercy, 
and declares that any tortiu^s are preferable to the prolixity of fuch 
a Writer; — This celebrated Hiftorian was alfo a Poet.- The* three., 
following verfes are the beginning of an Epiftle, which he entitled: 
Supplicazione d'ltalia al Chriftianiffimo R^ Francefco !• 

Italia afflitta,,nuda, e miferanda,, 
Ch' or de PrincipLfuolftanca fi lagna 
A Te, Francefco, quefta Carta manda* 

They are preferved in.Crefcimbeni della volgar Pocfia. VoL v. 

NOTE XL Verse 204.. 

. Witb equal wreath let Davila be crown d.] Henry Catherine Davila 
was the youngeft fon of Antonio Davila,. Grand Conftable of Cy- 
prus^ 
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>prQS, who had been obliged to retire into Spain on the taking of 

■that ifland by the Turks in 1 570. From Spain Antonio repaired 

nto the court of France, and fettled his fon Lewis and two daughters 

under the patronage of Catherine of Mcdicis, whofe name he after* 

-wards gave to the young Hiftorian, born 1576, at an antient 

icaftle in the territories of Padua, though generally called a native 

-of Cyprus. The little Davila was brought early into France ;— 

at the age of 18 he lignalizcd himfelf in the military fcenes of that 

country* His lail exploit there was at the fiege of Amiens, where 

he fought under Henry IV, and received a wound iii the knee^^ as he 

relates himfelf in his Hi ftory.^— After peace was eftablifbed in 

France^ he withdrew into Italy, and ferved the Republic of Venice 

%vith great reputation till a moft unfortunate adventure put an end 

to his life in 163 r, Faffing through Verona with his wife and 

family, on his way to Crema, which he was appointed to defend, 
and demanding, according to the ufual cuftom of perfons in his fta- 
tion, a fupply of horfes and carriages for his retinue, a brutal Ve- 
xonele, called il Turco, entered the room where he and his family 
iwcre at lupper, -and being mildly reprimanded for his intrufion 
.by Davila, difcharged a piftol at the Hiftorian, and fliot him dead 
4>n the inftant. — His accomplices alfo killed the Chaplain of Davila, 
and wounded many of his attendants* But his eldeft fon Antonio, 
a noble youth of eighteen, revenged the death of his father by 
killing his murderer on the fpot. All the confederates were fc- 
cured the next morning, and publicly executed at Verona. — Me- 
moire Iftoriche, prefixed to the London edition of Davila, 4to, 

17.55,- It is very remarkable, that Davila pafies no cenfure on 

the Mallacre of St* Bartholomew- — His charafter of the Queen 
Mother has that partiality, which it was natural for him to fhew 
to the Patronefs of his family ; but his general veracity is con- 
firmed by the great authority of the firft Duke of Epernon, who, 
(to ufe the words of Lord Bolingbroke) *' had been an atflor, and 
a principal a£tor too, in many of the fcenes that Davila recites," 

Girardt 
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Cfsit^^ Ss^r^tucyil fib tlu2il>ttk«^ isid tiit QP%t^i^|)iib)9.'j%$g^he^ 

man tfOMAt in Qafcony,/ a little befoi* Jbi$ <l^fh ; that he ri^d it 
to hi.i^f $hM the Duke confirmed tbe tcuth of the og^i^atlQas ipi it ; 
3si4 ^med pnlx furpiifcki bjcirJislfmeaiHLjthe j»i«bbdr <^hM bf», f^ 
3Y|i^ H\f4^rmed c^ the ,moii} fecret jcoiipdls and:mQ^nj¥& of th^fe 
tiimefi/'rrrr-^ifttets QO HiAoi^I i: :<y: :.' . j , 

NQTE^; 3^1. . Vbr."se 226? ' 

^firpiixbkJitmmA I front' every futk ikar. \ 'Edth&r fi^l; the. m&Jflii^ 
mnubb and e:!(allied chin^dcai that nvas ;evei! Iformod in. i»bi^a(ti<^ 
rpf ir$ment> was ^ foh q£ l^TanoofcQ 6arpi» a itf ickant of Y^aicif^ 
siqd bora in :that city, IS$^, 'Ue;tQDk theiSeligloua haibit;iQt.'tho 
moiuAery of the Secvilcfit i'i6^ ; After Tecetvmg pritft's otdiira ii> 
1574, bi5 pafledifoiir ycar«.iiiiiM?unttia, brfing ippoiotoji ftoiiTjead 
L»ftttre8 oa Divynity and Canon d^aiir; by. tbe Bi%^ of tbtt ^ocefd > 
and in this early part of his lifei hie ie conje^red to have con-t 
ceived the firft idea of wtiting his. celebrated Hiftory^ as he formed 
qm. intimate friendihip, dnring hia refid^e ;in Mantiif ^ with Ca.-^ 
m^lO' ' d'01iv^» who had been Secretary to C^rdi^at Gon^zagai at 
th^ Council of Trent; and excited the learned Venetian to the 
arduous taik^ which he fo happily accomplifhed in a future per« 
riod. He was recalled from Mantua, to read Lcdtures on. Philofo- 
phy in his own convent at' Venifce^ which he did with great repa- 
tation/during the years 1575, 1576, and 1577. — He went to Rome, 
as Procurator General in 1585. Paffing from thence to Naples, 
he there formed an acquaintance with the famous Baptifta Porta, 
who has left this honourable teftimonyof his. univerfal knowledge ij 
-^Eo doftiorem, fubtiliorcm, quotquot adhuc videre contigerit,. 
neminem cognovimus ; natum ad Encyclopediam, &c. Nor is this 
an exaggerated compliment, as there is hardly any fcience which, 
efcaped his adtivc mind. His difcoveries in Optics and Anatomy 
would be^ alone fufiicient to immortalize his name, had he not 
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gained Immoi'tality tiy a ftill hoblet bteHibif of his thental po^ert^ 
in defending the liberties of his country agaihft the tyraiiny of 
Rome. On the firft attack of Pope Paul V. on two law« of Ve- 
nice/ very wifely framed to CoVred: the abufek of the tlirgy. Fa* 
ihfir Paul arofe as theliterary champion' of the Republic,- ind de>i 
feftded its caufe with greitfpirit iand temper, .ih Various compoff- 
tionsi though he is faid not to be Author of thc^ Treatife ge-^ 
nerally afcribed to him 6n the occafion, and entitled, TAe Rights^ 
of Sovereigns^ &c. — His chief performance on the fubjedt was Con^ 
Jiderazioni fopra k Cen/ure di Pooh K The Venetians? /hdwcd a 
juft admiration of the fublime virtue of a.Mcmk,.- who^ defended 
fo nobly the civil rights of his country againft the fepacate intereft 
of the church. In 1606 the Council paiSed a decree in his favour^ 
wliich 1 ftiall tranfcribe in this note, becaufe it is not found in the 
common Lives of Fath«r Paul,? and becaufe there is harflly; any 
objeft more pleafin^ tor the mind, thaw the contemjplation* of a free 
ftate rewarding one of its moft virtubus fervants with liberality and 
efteem.— Conftintiando il R. P. M^ Paolo da Venezia dell ordine 
de Serviti a preftare alia Signoria Noftra cen fingidar Valo« ^ell 
ottimo fervigib, ch* i ben conofcitTto, potendofi dire; ch' egli fiu 
tutti con Ic fue fcritture piene di profohda dottriha'foftenti con va- 
Hdiflimi fbnd^enti le potentiflime fe validiflime ragioni noftre^ 
nella caufa, che ha di prcfente la Repubblica con la corte di* 
Roma, aflteponendo il fervigio e- la foddisfaziono noftra* a qual- 
fivoglia fuo particolare ed impqrtante- rifpetto. > !E perci^. co&» 
giufta c ragionevole, e degna dell ordinaria munificenza di quefto^ 
Cbnfiglio, il dargli modo, con che poffa afficurare la fua Vita da^ 
cgni pericolo, che gli potefle fopraftare^ e fovvenirb itifieme alii- 
fuoi bifogni, bench, egli non ne feccia alcuha iftanza,. riia piutofto,- 
fi moffri alieno da qualfivoglia ricognizione, qhe fi abbia intenzionei 
di ufargli^ Tal h la fua modtftia, e coli graixdc il dcfidcrio,* che. 
ha di far conofccre, the nefliina pretenfione di premio,. ma la. fola 
divozione fua verfo laRepufcfblica, e la giufluia ddUaCaUfa Jo iiiuo-- 
'- ;. { vano 


Vfino adoper;}jrii..con taruCo ihidio econ taate fa^che alii fervizi abftrL 
Fcrcio andetapjpartei ^or.allo £dpendio» il quab a' 28 del Meie di 
Gennaip p^tfiato^fix ailegiiaito a^ 'fopradetto Rv P. M. Paolo da Ve^ 
nezia di Ducati' dueceato.all amio, fiano accrefciuti altri ducati duo^ 
cento^ ficch^ in awemre. abbia, ducati quattrocento^ acci6ch& ref«- 
tando confolato.per quefta/ppiitanea e benigna. dimoftrazione pub*. 
blica^icon maggior ardbre<abbia-a continuarenel fuo buonoedlvoto. 
ferviz[o»ie poj9& coa ^uefto afi^mmento prbvyedere m^gidrmentp 
alia £curezza della fua Vita.-*^-!*— The generous care of the Republic 
to reward ai^d pfeferve £0 valuable a fervantt could not fecure him 
from th4 bafe attempts I of that rayemy, whom his virtue had pro*-/ 
vpked. In, i6o7» Ji&er V^iceh^^ ac^u^edher di^^ with Rcone^ 
by the mediation of France^ 1^ £rft|attack:was qiade on ihe tife^ 
of leather Paul. He was be£bt near his convent, in the evening, by 
fiye aflaiiins, who ilabbed him in many places, and left him for 
d^' -He recovered,, under the. cane of the celeb^ted Acquapen- 
dente^ appointed to attend him at th^pptd>lu;i:ha^e; to whom, as 
he was fpeaking on thi^ dept^ oil th^ principal wound, his patient 
faid pleafantly, that the world imputed it ilylo Romans Curias*-— » 
The crime is generally .fuppofed to have proceeded from the Jefuits; 
but the iecret authors of it were never clearly/ difqovered, though 
the. five ruffians were traced by the iVenetian AmbaiTador in Rome, 
where they arc faid to' have been well received at firft, but failing 
afterwards in their exp6<5ted reward, to have perifhed in mifery and^ 
want. The Senate of Venice paid fuch attention to Father Paiil, 
as expre£K:d the highef): fenfe of his merit, and the moft afiedionate 
folicitude for his* fafety. ; They not only doubled his (Upend a fe- 
cond timCff but entreated him to chu£b a public refidence, for the 
greater fecurity of his perfon. The munificence and care of the 
Republic was equalled by the modefty and fortitude of their fer- 
vant. He chofe not to retinquifh his cell ; and, though warned of 
various machinations againft his life, he continued to ferve his • 
country with unabating zeal; difcovering, in his private letters t^ 
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hiS'fidends,. the moft heroic calmnefs of mmd» andfaymg, in anfwer 
t0 tl^r admonitibn^^f that ^^ no man lives well^ who is too an:dou$. 
fer the prefi5fvalk)n of. Hfc/ ' ■■ ■ Yet the a|>preheafions of lu& 
fi^ifinda had too juft » fotmdation. In 1 609 :another : oonfpiracy was 
formed^ to murder him in his ileep» by fome perfohs of his own 
coirrpntt— but tlicir treachery was- happily difcovered.s-^From this* 
tcme/heiived in ibote cautious retirement, fUU devoting: him&lf to 
thtr &rradpjt^ thctRepubitc an ymmts ^occafions, and acquiring new 
rejintation by many /compofitionis: -At length thd world was fui^« 
priacd by his? Hiftory; of the Council of Trent, firft publifhed « 
hon^oiir 1619$/ with the fi(3:itioua^ name of .Pietra Sokve Polanoi 
ajsdrdddicaitodtOi^^Utes t^^ bjiiAntxmta de-Dominis, the cele- 
hittfed/ArGbbifliDp of Spahrt»Q»Jwhaipeak^ ofth'e concealed Author 
as^hisi intimafid: friend, who had entruffted him with a manufcripv 
on which. his ihodefty fet a trifling value, but which it £bemed pro- 
per, to ]heftow VKfiot' the world even ,wiAout his . confent^ — Th^ 
ray fleryr concerning: t!be..puUtication of thia noble- wotld h^ UeVeif- 
boreh. tborbtghilfy cbarinl !upi asid Vaiiouk ^hitidsr ooncerning it havtf 
b«6a reported by authors of confidcrahle repirtatida.-^It has even 
heen: &i)d that Jamea the. 1ft had fomcihare in the compofition of the 
bi)c4ft^if Jke had, it was probably in fonningthe nEamePietro S6ave' 
Ii|olan6^ whidh' is an anagram dfiFaoid Sarpi • Vene:siano, and thci^ 
QDly^. part, of , the book which bcaars any relation to thc-ftyleor 
taAe of that M6narch.*——Fathei-. Paul was foon fiippofed to be the 
real Author ;of the. ^work in' quteftion^ The Printer of Cfeiiide/ drt 
a.tifit 4i6 his cloyfteh, expreffly^alkbfl'hiirt^ if he wrasfbt-^tbf whfch' 
he'.modeftly replied, that aAiRome it was . well known Who h^i 
written it.r-He enjoyed not many years the reputation kr^fin^ from; 
this mafterly produftion— in 1623 a fever occafioned his de&tb,? 
which was even more exemplary and fiibiiihb ; than his iife itfdfi^ 
—He prepared himfelf for approaching diflblution with -the aloft^ 
devout compofurcs . and, as the liberty of his country was tb^ dar- 
ling object of his exalted mind> he prayed for itsr prefewatioa 

with 
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with his laft breath, in the two celebrated words Efto Per- 
petua. 

There is a iingular beauty in the character of Father Paul, 
which is fi&fc 6hiy tiii66mmon iri his profeffio'n, btft is rarely fotind 
in human riaturc.^^Thcto|;1i he paffed a long Kfe ih contydverfy df 
tfietaioftejtafpCritSrig^ISnd, arid was cofttihaalty aitackciA in' ev^ry 
manner that niaiignity could fuggeift, both his v^ritingfe aintdhU 
heart a})j)earcd peWeftly fVfee from a vittdi<flive fpirit — devoting alt 
the powers of his mirid to the defence of th6 public caufe, Ke 
ieenied eiitirtly to forget the injuries that \^ere perpetually offered 
td his owTi '{Jerr6ri and riputaftoh. 

His drohftitutibri A^S eittrtiti^y dibiicate/'Ahd hts ifttehre applica,- 
tJbn' expoM him to very freqtfdni aitid vidleiit difoi'dcrs : tftefe^he' 
grtidy remedied by his fingalar teriiper^hce, liviiig cliie^y 6n 
bread, fVtiitsf, and water. — This imf^erfeia. account of d'chalfaaef 
dfeferving^tHe iii6bfeft elbgfuni, is printipalty ejjlfajfted' fi-oih an oc-T 
tivti vokftn^',- entitled, Meitidir6 Aft^<f<5f6 fjjicttanti a F. Paolo' da'^ 
F'ratttefeo Glrifelini Veneziano, &&: fedit. aii, 1 76b. T^ie audjor oF 
thfe efebibfiraie-woi-k'hafe pfeintrtl oUt fevefil miftafees in the Frehc!K' 
ahiit Englrffif aecciihts oF Fathei" Paul; particularly ih the ahecdote's^ 
rtWtfed of Mh b^f Bctrntt, in his Lift of.Biflidp Bedell, and by! 
NlT.' Brdnt;- the- fon of his Ehglrfh Ti^hffatof.— Sortie ol^thefc 
hiad indeed been obfervid b.ef<!)fe' by Writers of our own. — See the 

Oenbral Di<SKonaTy' under' ^tfie article Feather Paul. «-Fof tfie 

Urigth ahdfor thcdfefibieJic^fe dif'thi^ Note, lam 'tempted to'apo-' 
logfe^T^itit kfehmHe bbrroWa 'fr^iir' the" great Hi/I6riah who is^ 
this' fdbj^ttof it':— Chi rrtl oAci've/^' irf arcuhi tempi ajiondare, in ! 
attfi antiJ# H'ftfdtioi fi ricbrdr'che nbh tutti.i campi iono'd'i ughal 
fcrtniti, ne 'tiJttil?grtriii-"meHtkno d'efler ebrifervati, e. di quelli' 
chfe if mifetifore vbiftbbe tehi^iie-'cfbntOi qtiilche^TpIca aiico sfugge 
la-pttfa delfe'man6,'o'if iilxS' ddfe felte,* eofi cdttij^brtahdolvcpn- ' 
difiohc d-'bgiil ittttliturt'ch^ refti arico parte per rifpigolare. ' ' 

'' NOTE 
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NOTE XIIL Verse 254. 

T>6^ c/wr OJorius, in his clajfic phrqfe^ Jerom Oforius was born erf* 
a^noble family at Liibon, 1506. He was educated at the univerfity 
of Salamanca, and afterwards ftudied at Paris and Bologna. On 
his return to Portugal, he gradually rofe to the Bifhopric of Sylves,. 
to which he was appointed by Catherine of Auftria, Regent of the^ 
kingdom in the minority of Sebaflian, At the requcft of Cardinal 
Henry of Portug;al, lie wrote his Hiftory of King Emianuel, and 
the expedition of Gama — which his great contemporary Camoens 
made at the fame time the fubjed of his inmiortal |liufiad; a poem 
which has at length appeared with due luftre in our language^ be- 
ing tranflated with great fpirit and elegance by Mr. Mickle. It is 
remarkable, that the Hiftory of Oforius, and the Epic Poem of 
Camoens, were publifhed in the fame year, 1572: but the fate of^ 
thefe two great Author? was very different; the Poet was fufFered. 
to perifh in poverty, under the reign of that Henry, who patronized 
the Hiftorian: yet, allowing for the difference of their profeflionSj^ 
I am inclined to think they poffeffed a fimilar ity of mind. There 
appear many traces of that high heroic fpirit^ even in the Prieft 
Oforius, which animated the Soldier Canaoens : particularly in the 
pleafur^ with which he feems to deforibe the martial manners of 
his countrymen, under the reign of Emanuel.— -Illius aetate (fay» ^ 
the Hiftorian, in the clofe of his manly work) inopia in exilium 
piilfa Tidebatur : msftitias locus non erat : querimoniae filebant : ; 
ominla choreis & cantibus perfonabant: ejufmodi ludis aula regk 
irequenter obledtabatur. Nobiles adolefcentes cum virginibus re- 
giis in aula line ulla libidinis fignificatione faltabant, et quamvis 
honeftiflimis amoribus indulgerent, virginibua erat infitum, nemi* 
nem ad f amiliaritatem admittere, nifi ilium qui aliquid fortiter & 
animofe bellicis in rebus effeciffet. Pueris enim nobilibus, qui in^ 
juila jregia verfabantur, non erat licitum pallium virile fumere, 
5 , antequam 
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tntequarii in Africam trajicerent & aliquod inde dccus egregiuih rc^-- 
portarent- Et his quidem -m^ribus erat illius temporis nobilitas 
inftituta, ut multi ex illius domo viri omni laude cumulati prodi- 
rent.— This is a ftriking pifture .ofl the manners of chivalry, to 
which Portugal owed much of its glory in that Iplendid period.^ 
There is one particular in the charafter of Oforius, which, confix 
iderihg.his age and country, dcferves the higheft encomium ; I mean 
his tolerating fpirit^ Tn the firft book of his Hiffory, he fpeaks of 
Emanuel's cruel perfecution of the Jews in. the following generous • 
iahd exalted Ikhguage :— Puit quidehi^ hoc nee ex lege nee ex religione 
fkdum. Quid enim ? Tu'rebelles animos nullaque ad id fufcepta 
religiohe conftriftos, adigiis ad credendiim ra, quse fumma con^n*^ 
tione afpernantur & refpuunt ?: Idq^e tibi afTumas, ut libertatemi* 
voluntatis iinpedias, & vihcuta mentibus effrxnati$ injicias ? at id< 
neque fieri poteft,, neque Chrifti fandifli'mum humen approbat.- 
Voluntarium enim fecrificium, non vi et malo coadtiim ab hominL-i 
bus expetit,. neque yim mentibus infcrri fed voluntatis ad'fludium.^ 
verae religionis allici & invitari jubet, . . • . Poftremo quis non vi- 
det; • • . , . ©rita religiohena. per religionis fimurat;ibnemihdigniffi* 
me violari ?— Oforius is faid'to have uifed many arguments to dif^' 
ftade Sebaftian from His unfortunate expedition into Africa, and'to/ 
have felt £6 deeply the miferies which befeir the Portugueze after 
that fatd event, that his grief was fupppied' to accelerate his death,— 
He expired in 158b, ^^^PPy* %s DeThou (who celebrates Jiimaat; 
a model of Chriftiati virtAie) that he died juA, before the Spanifli:^ 
army entered Portugal; and thus efcaped being a witnefs to the de-j , 
jfblation of hisr country. — His various works were, publiflied. atjj^ 
Rome in 1592, by His nephew Ofbrius, in four volumes folio,., 
with a Life of their- Author. Among tKefe are two remarkable., 
produftions; the firft; an adlnonition to our QUeen Elizabeth, ex-^ 
horting Tier to return into the Church of Rome: the fecipndj , ^n ^^ 
Eflay' on Glory, written with fuch claflical puri^ty^ as to^give 

birthi 
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Jairtli to. ? r^RSrt,. tlia^?t w^ppt t^e ,c9»;poAtioa- qf Qfqrius, but 
;jihp loft work of Cicg59i 09 that fubjc<5^. 

NOTE XIV. Veuse 260. 

> '. •••».' 

, Iberia s Genius bids juji 'Fam§Mllow, . /. ^ . 

Ah equal wreath to Manan/is br<^] J|p^n ft;1Jjq:^iij?t /yjras l^p^^ 
1537, at Talavera (a town in the dioccfcj of Toledo) as he. li|xnfelf 
informs us in his famous Eflay de Rege^ yvrbich ppeps with a beau- 
tiful romantic defcriptipn of a fequeftered fppt in that nqi|;hbour- 
hood, where he enJOTed the. pj[ea%es 0/ litetairy retir^ent wi^th 
liis friend Calderon, a Minifter of Tqledp 1 whofe degth h^ oieutions 
in the fame EiHay, commcmpratipg hi? learning and his virtues ia 
the moft pleafing terms of aifedlipnate admiration. — Mariana was 
admitted into the order pi* Jesuit? at ^h? ^gc of 17. Ife travelled 
afterwards into Italy a;id ]f ranee, ^d returning into Spain in 1574* 
fettled at Toledo^ and died there in the 87tU year of his age, i6?4. 
—Hearing it frequently regretted, in the courfe of his travels^ that 
there was no General Hiftory of his country, he engaged in that 
great worlc on his return ; and publifhed it in Latin at Toledo, 
.1592, with a dedication to Philip the lid ; where he fpeaks of his 
cwp performance with modefty and manly freedom, and perhaps 
with as little flattery as ever appeared in any addrefs of that na- 
ture, to a Monarch continually fed with the grofTeft adulation* 
Tliis elaborate* work he tranflated into Spanifli, but, as he himfelf 
declares, with all the freedom of an original author. He publiflied 
his Verfion in 1601, with an addrefs to Philip the Illd, in which 
he laments the decline of Learning in his country, and declares 
he had himfelf executed that work from his apprehenfion of its 
being mangled by an ignorant Tranflator. He had clofed his Hifr 
tory (which begins with the firft peopling of Spain) with thp 
death of Ferdinand, in 1516 ; but in a fubfequent edition, in 1617, 

3 he 
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he added to it a (hort A^ttmary of iVents td the ^ear 1612: but 
m the year before he firft pufelifiied the Spanifti Verfioh of bis Hif- 
tdry, he addreflfed alfo, to the ^ling Monarch Philip the Illd, his 
famous Eflay, which I have mentioned, atid which was publicly 
burnt at Paris, about 20 years after its publication, on the fuppo- 
fition that it had ej£cited RaVailkc to the murder of Henry did 
IV th ; though it was afferted, with great probability, by the Je- 
fuits, that the Aflaflin had never feen the book.— It is true, indeed, 
that Mariana, in this Eflay, occafionally defends Clement the Monk, 
who ftabbed Henry the Hid; and it is very remarkable, that he 
grounds this defence, not on the bigotted tenets of a Prieft, who 
thinks every thing lawful for the intereft of his church, but oh 
thofe fublime principles of civil liberty, with which an antient Ro- 
man would have vindicated the dagger of Brutus. Indeed, this 
Eflay contains fome pafl^ages on Government, which would not 
have difhonoured even Cicero himfelf ; but, it muft be owned, they 
ari gricvoufly difgraced by the laft chapter of the Work, which 
breathes a furious fpirit of ecclefiaftical intolerance, and yet clofes 
with thefe mild and modeft exprefllons : Noftrunl de regno et Regis 
inftituttbne judicium fortafle non omnibus placeat ; qui volet fe- 
quatur, aut fuo potius ilet, fi potioribus argumentis nitatur, de 
quibus rebus tantopere aflfeveravi in his libris, eas nunquam veriores 
quam alienam fententiam aflirmabo. Poteft eriim non folum mihi 
aliud, aliud aliis videri, fed et mihi ipfi alio tempore. Suam quif- 
que fententiam per me fequatur . . . et . . qui noftra leget . . . me- 
mor conditionis humanae, fi quid erratum eft, pio ftudio rempub- 

licam juvandi yeniam benignus concedat etfacilis, This is not 

the only work of Mariana which fell under a public profcription ; 
he was himfelf perfecuted, and fuffered a year's imprifonment, for 
a treatife, which feems to have been didlated by the pureft love to 
his country ; it was againft the pernicious praftice of debafing the 
public coin, and as it was fuppofed to refledl on the Duke of Ler- 
ma, called the Sejanus of Spain, it expofed the Author, about the 

T year 
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year 1609, to the pcrfecution of that vindidive Minifter; from 
which it does, not appear how he efcaped. — Indeed the accounts o£ 
Mariana's life are very imperfedt : Bayle, whom I have chiefly fol- 
lowed, mentions a life of him by De Vargas, which he could not 
procure. I have fought after this Biographer with the fiune ill 
fuccefs, as I wifhed to give a more pcrfeft account of this great 
Author, whofe perfonal Hiftory is little known among us^ though 
it is far from being unworthy of attentions 

NOTE XV. Verse 291. 

The liberal fpirit ofTbuanus rofeJ] James Auguftus De Thou was; 
the youngeft fon of Chriftopher De Thou, Firft Prefident of tha 
Parliament of PariSj, and born in that city,. 1553^ His own Me- 
moirs give a pleafing account of the early aflivity of his mind.— - 
As his health, during his childhood, was fo tender and infirm, that 
his parents rather retrained him from the u£ual fludies of his age,, 
he devoted much of his time to drawing, and copied with a pen 
the engravings of Albert Durer, before he was ten years old. At 
that age he was fettled in the college of Burgundy ; bat this plaa 
of his education was foon interrupted by a fever,, in which his 
life was defpaired of„ and in which the mother of his future 
friend, the Duke of Montpenfier„ watched him with aa attention 
Angularly happy, after his. phyficians and his parents had confidered 
him as dead. In a few years after his recovery, he. repaired to Or- 
leans to ftudy the civil law ; from thence he was drawn to Valence 
in Dauphiny, by the reputation of Cujacius,^ who was then reading 
ledtures there; on his road he embraced aa opportunity of hearing 
Hotoman, the celebrated author of Franco-Gallia, who was read-t 
ing ledtures alfo at Bourges.— -During his refidence at Valence^ 
he contracted a friendship with Jofeph Scaliger, which he cultivated 
tlirough life. — In 1572, his father recalled him to Paris, juft be- . 
fore the maffacre of St. Bartholomew.-- He mentions in hi& JMjs- 
3 ' moirs 
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moirfi the horrors which he felt in feeing a very fmall part of that 
bloody fcene, — He refided in the houfe of his uncle Nicholas De 
Thou, promoted to thebiflbopric of Chartfes : he was then defigned 
himfelf for the church ; and, beginning to coUedt his celebrated 
library, applied himfelf particularly to the Civil Law, and to Grc-^ 
cian literature. 

He travelled into Italy in 1573, with Paul De Foix, going on an 
embaffy to the Pope and the Italian Princes. Of De Foix, he gives 
the moft engaging charadler, and fpeaks with great pleafure of the 
literary entertainment and advantages which he derived from this 
expedition.— He returned to Paris, and devoted himfelf again to 
his ftudies, in the following year.— On the diflentions in the Court of 
France, in 1 576, he was employed to negotiate with the Marefchal 
Montmorency, and engage him to interpofe his good offices to pre- 
vent the civil war ; which he for fome time feiFedled. The fame 

year he vifited the Low Countries, and on his return was appointed 
to a public office, on which he entered with that extreme diffidence 
which is fo natural to a delicate mind. 

In 1 579 he travelled again, with his elder brother, who was fent 
by his phyiicians to the baths of Plombieres in Lorrain : from 
hence he made a fhort excurfion into Germany, and was received 
there with the jovial hofpitality of that country, which he defcribes 
in a very lively manner.— But afFe<Sion foon recalled him to Plom- 
bieres, to attend his infirm brother to Paris, who died there in a 
few months after their return. 

In 1580, on the plague's appearing in the capital, our Hiftorian 
retired into Tourainc, and after vifiting the principal places in 
Normandy, returned to Paris in the winter*— In the following 
year, he was of the number chofen from the Parliament of Pari^ 
to adminifter juftice in Guienne, as two ecclefiaftics were included 
in thatcommiffion.— In this expedition he embraced every oppor* 
tunity of preparing the materials of his Hiftory, feeking, as he 
ever did, the focicty of all perfons eminent for their talents, or 

T 2 capable 
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capable of giving him any ufeful information. . He ipeaks with 
great pleafure of a vifit which he paid at this time to the celebrated 
MontaignCj^ whom he calls ^ man of a mofl liberal mind^ and to- 
tally uninfe&ed with the fpifit of party. — After various excurfioos^ 
he was now returning to Paris> when he received the unexpected 
news of his father's death, an event which afFedled Ijim moft deeply^^ 
as £lial ajSedion was one of the ftriking chanufteriilics. of his amia- 
ble mind. — He confoled himfelf under the afflidion of having beea 
unable to pay his duty to his dying parent, by eredling a magnifi- 
cent monument to his memory, expreffive of the high veneration 
in which he ever held his virtues. — He engaged again in public 
buiinefs^ devoting his intervals of leifure to mathematical ftudies, 
and to the compofition of Latin verie> which ieems to have been 
bis favourite amufement. In 1584, he publiflied his Poem, de re 
Accipitraria> which, though much celebrated by the critics of his 
age,, has fallen, like the fubjeft of which it treats, into univer^ 

BegleA. In 1585, he bid adieu to the Court, on finding himfelf 

treated with fuch a degree of coldnefs, as his ingenuous nature 
could not fubmit to ; and being eager to advance in his great work,, 
which he bad already brought down to* the reign of Francis II.-— 
In 1587, having been often preffed to marry by his family, and 
being abfolved from his ecclefiaftieal engagements for that purpofe,. 
he made choice of Marie Barbanfon,. of an< antient and noble fa- 
mily ; but as her parent? were fufpedted of a fecret inclination to 
the reformed religion, it was thought proper that the lady (hiould 
undergo a Jcind of expiation in a private conference with two Ca- 
tholic Divines ; a circumftance of which the great Hiftorian fpeaks 
with an air of triumph in his Memoirs, as a proof of his own in- 
violable attachment to the faith of his fathers. In 1588, he loft 
his afFedionate mother; who is defcribed, by her fon,. as meeting; 
death with the fame gentlenefs and tranquillity of mind, by which, 
her life vwis diftii^uifhed. When^ the violence of the league had 
seduced Henry the Illd to abandon Parisi, cur HiAorian v^s fent. 

into 
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into Normandy to confinn the magiftrates of that province in their 
adherence ta the King^-— He afterwards met Henry at Blois, and 
while he was receiving from him in private fome commiflions to 
execute at Paris^ the King preiTed his hand, and feemed preparing 
to impart to him fome iniportant fecret ^ but after a long paufe dif<- 
mifled him without revealing it. — This fecret was afterwards fup- 
poitd to have been the projec^^daf^iTination of the Duke of Guife ; 
the fuppofition ia probable^ and it is alfo probable, that if Henry 
had then revealed his defign, the manly virtue and eloquence of 
.De Thou might have led him to relinquifh that infamous and fatat 
meafure. — ^He was^ however, fo far from fufpeding the intended 
crime of the King, that when he firft heard at Paris, that Guife 
was a£&ffinated, he believed it a falie rumour, only fpread by thalt 
h£Jtion, to introduce^ what he fbppofed had really happened, the 
murder of the King. — In the commbtions which the death of Guiie 
produced in Paris, many infults were oflSered to the family of De 
Thou : his wife was imprifoned for a day in the Baftile ; but ob- 
taining her liberty, (he efcaped from the city in a mean habit, at- 
tended by her hirfband, difguifbd alfo in the drefs of a foldier. Hav* 
ing fent his wife in fafety into Picardy, he repaired to the King,, 
who was almoft deierted, at Blois ; and was greatly inflrumental ia 
perfuading his mafter to his coalition with Henry of Navarre. — 
The King determined to eftablifh a Parliamertt at Tours, and Dc 
Thou was cojifidered as the moft proper perfon to be the Prefident 
of this aflembly; but with his ufual modefty he declined thiff 
honour, and chofe rather to engage with his friend Mr. dc Schom- 
berg, in an expedition to Germany fbr the fervice of the King.— 
He was at firft defigned for the embafly to Elizabeth, but at the 
requeft of Schomberg declined the stppointmeat, and accompanied 
his friend* 

Ht firft received intelligence of the Kings's dfeath a* Venice^ 
where he had farmed an intimacy with the celebrated Arnaultfe 
dX)irat, at that time Secretary to the Cardinal Joyeufe.^— Ia coftr- 

fcquence 
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Tequcncc of their convcrfation on this event, and the calamities of 
France, De Thou addreflcd a Latin Poem to his friend, which he 
afterwards printed at Tours. 

In leaving Italy, he pafTed a few days at Padua, with his friend 
Vicenzio Pinelli ; from whom he colle<£ted many particulars con- 
cerning the mofl eminent Italian and Spaniih Authors, whom he 
determined to celebrate in his Hiftory, in the hope, as he honeftly 
confeifes, that his liberal attention to foreign merit might entitle 
his own Wcwks to the favour both of Italy and Spain ; but he was 
difappointed in this fair expectation, and laments the ingratitude 
which he experienced from both. 

On his return to France, he was gracioufly received by Henry 

.the IVth 5 and in giving that Prince an account of Italy, fuggefted 

to him the idea of a connexion with Mary of Medicis. After the 

battle of Ivry, he complimented the King in a fhort Poem, which 

dofcs with the following lines : 

Aufpicii^ vulgo peraguntur prselia regum, 

Perque duces ilHs gloria multa venit : 
Tu vincis virtute tua, nee militis haec eft j 

Ifta tibi propria laurea parta manu. 

As he was travelling, foon afterwards, with his wife and family, 
which he defigned to fettle at Tours, his party was intercepted by 
the enemy, and he was obliged to abandon his wife and her atten- 
dants, being prevailed on by their intreaties to fecure his own 
cfcapc by the fwiftnefs of his horfe. — He repaired to the King at 
Cifors, and foon obtained the rcftitution of his family. — On the 
death of Amyot, Bifhop of Auxcrre, well known by his various 
Tranflations from the Greek language, the King appointed De Thou 
his Principal Librarian. In 1592, our Hiftorian was very near 
falling a vi<ftim to ihe plague, but happily ftruggled through that 
dangerous diflemper by the af&ftance of two fkilful phyficians, who 

attended 
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ittehded him at Tours.— In I593> he began the moft important part 
cf his Hiftory ; and under this year he introduces in his Memoirs a 
long and fpirited Poem addrefied to Pofterity, in which he enters 
into a j unification of himfelf againfl: the malignant attacks^ which 
the manly and virtuous freedom of his writings had drawn upon: 
him. It concludes with the following animated appeal to the fpi^ 
tit of his father z 

Vos O majorum Cineres, teque optime longis 
Soliciti genitor defundte laboribus aevi, 
Teftor, pro patria nullas regnique falute 
Vitavifle vices, veftra virtute meaque 
Indignum nil fccifle^ et fi fata tuliffent, 
Prodeflem ut paftriaB, patriae fuccurrere, livor 
Abfiftat, pietate mea meruifle petenti. 
Pura ad vos anima atque hodiernse nefcia culpar* 
Dtfcendam, quandoque noviflima venerit hora, 
Noflraque fub tacitos ibit fama Integra manes. 

In 1594, he fucceeded his uncle Auguftin as Prefident a Mor-s- 
tier. — In 1596, he loft his valuable and learned friend Pithou, who 
firft folicitcd him to undertake his Hiftory, and had greatly affifted 
him in the profecution of that laborious work.— How deeply the 
affeAionate mind of Dc Thou was wounded by this event, appears- 
from his long letter to Cafaubon on the occafion. — In 1597, he be-^- 
gan to be engaged in thofe negotiations, which happily terminated 
in the famous edidt of Nantes.— It may be proper to obferve here^. 
that Dc Thou was accufed of being a Calvinift, in confequence of 
the part he adbcd in this bufinefs, as well as from the moderate 
tenor of his Hiftory ; and it is remarkable, that Sully fccms in his . 
Memoirs to countenance the accufation. 

In 1 601, our Hiftorian fuffered a fevere domeftic affliftion in 
the lofsofhis wife.— He celebrated her virtues, and his ownoon- 

nubiak 
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jDubial zffe&ion, in. a Latin Poem : with this^ and a Greek epitaph 
on the fame lady, written by Cafaubon, he terminates the Com- 
mentary of his own Life, of which the preceding account is an 
imperfe(5k abridgment.— r—His firft wife leaving him no children, 
he married, in 1603^ Gafparde de la Chailre, an accompliflied lady 
of a noble family ; who having brought him three fons and three 
daughters, died at the age of 39, 16 16. — There is a fine letter of 
Daniel Heiniius, addrefled to our author on this occafion, exhorting 
him to fortitude : but this unexpected domeftic calamity, and the 
miferies which befel his country on the murder of Henry the 
Great, are faid to have wounded his feeling mind fo deeply, as to 
occafion his death, which happened in May 161 7.— Under the re- 
gency of Mary of Medicis, he had been one of the Diredtors ge- 
neral of the finances, maintaining the fame reputation for integrity 
in that department, which he had ever preferved in his judicial 
capacity. 

The firft part of his Hiftory appeared in 1604, with a Preface 
addreffed to Henry IV, juflly celebrated for its liberal and manly 
fpirit. — But I muft obferve, that the following compliment to the 
King — Quicquid'de ea ftatueris juffcrifve, -pro divinae vocis oraculo 
mihi erit— was more than even that moft amiable of Monarchs de- 
ferved, as he ungratefully deferted the caufe of our Hiftorian, in 
fuffering his work to be profcribed by the public cenfure of Rome 
in 1609, as De Thou plainly intimates, in the following pafifage 
from one of his letters, written 161 1 : — Publicata prima parte [Hif- 
toris meae] immane quam commoti funt plerique, five invidi, five 
faftiofi, qui mox proceres quofdam, qui per fe in talibus rebus nihil 
vidcnt, per calumnias artificiofe confidtas, ut fcis, in me concita- 
verunt, rcmque e veftigio Romam detulerunt, et audore maligne 
exagitato, facile pervicerunt, ut morofi illi cenfores omnia mea 
finiflre intcrpretarentur, et pra^judicio perfonse opus integrum^ 
cujus ne tertiam quidem partem legerant, praecipitato ordine 
damnarent. Rex caufam meam initio quidem tuebatur, quamdiu 
9 proceres 
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ptoctta ia atilt Yfl^(to^ hft6ui« 6ed fziAiikn ipTe e&rtiddeM aiftt 
infraftus eft ; cognftdcjtie Rottlsft ^r ettiiffitios Uhtktc it^Hth, pofi 
Oflati et Scrafini Cardinalium mihi amiciflimorum obitum, et illuf- 
triffimi Pcrronii cx tirbe difceiTtimi i<5hi8 poftffemfe Itt tnt direftus 
ctt, qui facile vittfi potuit» G, qni cirod regem erant^ tint^ injuria^ 
fenfum ad fe ac regni digrAutetti pertinere ftl miniina fignifieatione 
prse fe tuliflent. Ita in aola omili ope deftitutiis^ fiicile Rbmae op- 

preflus fum. De Thau was preparing a new edition of his Hif- 

tory at the time of his deMh.^^His paffion for Latin Terie appears 
never to have forfaken hiffii as thci lateft efFiiiibn of his pen was a 
little poem defcriptive of hid laft illnefs^ and art epitaph in which 
he draws the following juft charadter of himfelf : 

Mihi veritatis cirfa Wtae coftttnodis 

Antiquiorque charitatibus fuit, 

Nullique fa6lo, voce nuHi injufius, 

Iryjurias patrenter alrorufn tuli. 

Tu quifquis es, qualifqu6, quantafqu6, O bone» 

Si cura veri eft ulla, fi pietas movet, 

A me meifque injuriaWif, qu^ib^ aftftinc. 

The pious paterhat prayer in the laft line was very far from 
being crowned with fuccefs. Francis, the eldeft fon of De Thou, 
fell a vidbim to the refentment which Cardinal Richelieu is faid to 
have conceived againft him, from a paflage in the great Hiftorian, 
refledting on the Richelieu family. — He was beheaded at Lyons, 
1642, for having been privy to a confpiracy againft the Cardinal^ 
— ^Voltaire, with his ufual philanthropy and fpirit, inveighs againft 
the iniquity of this execution, in his Melanges, tom. iii, — The cu- 
rious reader may find a particular account of this tragical event in 
the laft volume of that noble edition of Thuanus, which was pub- 
liftied under the aufpices of Dr. Mead, and does great honour to 
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our country.— I fliall clofe this Note by tranfcribihg from: it tbft 
following fpirited epitaph on the unfortunate vidtim. 

Hiftoriam quifquis vult fcribere, icribere venun 

Nunc vetat Exitium, magna Thuanc, tuum*. 
Richelise ftirpis proavos laefifle,. Paterni 

Crimen erat calami^ quo tibi vita perit. 
Sanguine delentur nati monumenta parentis : 

Quae nomen dederant fcripta^ dedere necem,. 
Tanti morte viri fie eft fancita Tyrannis : t 

Vera loqui fi vis, difce cruenta pati.. 


NOTE XVI. Veuse 364. 

7ly Wit 5 J O France ! fas evn thy Critics own) 

Support not Hijiorys majejlic tone.] To avoid every appearance oi^ 
national prejudice, I fhall quote on thia occafion fome pafiages fron^ 
a very liberal French Critic, who has pafied the fame judgment oo- 
the Hiftorians of his country. The Marquis d'Argenfon,. in a me- 
moir read before the French Academy, 1755* not only confeifes 
that the French Writers have failed in Hiftory, but even ventures 
to explain the caufe of their ill fuccefs. 

Nous avons, fays he, quelques. morceaux,, ou Ton trouve tout a 
la fois la fidelity, le gout,, et le vrai ton de THiftoire; mais outre 
qu'ils font en petit nombre, et tres-courts, les auteurs, a qui nous 
en fommes redevables, fe font dcfie de leurs forces ; ils ont craint: 
de manquer d'haleine dans des ouvrages de plus longue ^tendue. 

Pourquoi les anciens ont-ils eu des Thucydides, des Xenophons,. 
des Polybes, & des Tacites ? pourquoi ne pouvons nous leur com- 
parer que des St. R^als, des Vertots, des Sarrafins ? nous ne devons 
point attribuer cette difette a la decadence de TEfprit humain, II 

faut 
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faut en chcrchcr, fi j'ofc m^exprimcr ainfi, quelque ndfon nationals, 
quelque caufe,, qui foit particulicrc aux FTan9oi8 ..... 
Quatrc qualit^s principales font neceffaires auxr Hiftoricns. 

1. Une critique exadte & favantc, fondie fur des recherchcs la- 
borieufes» pour la coUedion des faits. 

2. Une jgrande prbfondeur 'cn morale & en politique. 

3. Une imagination fage, & fleurie, qui peigne les adions^ qui 
deduife les caufes9 & qui prefente les reflexions avec clart^ & fim-» 
plicit^; quelquefois avec feu, mais toujours avec gout & ^1^- 
gance. 

4. II faut de plus la conftance dans le travail, un flyle ^gal & 
foutenu, & une exaditude infatigable, qui ne montre jamais Tim- 
patience d'avancer, ni de laffitude pend^t le cours d*une longue 
carri^re. 

Qu'on fepare ccs qualit^s, on trouvera des chefs-d*ceuvres parmi 
nous, des Critiques, des Moraliftcs, des Politiques, des Peintres, 
& des literateurs laborieux, dont le produit nous furprend. Mais 
qu'on cherche ces qualites raflemblees, on manquera d*exemples k 
citer entre nos Auteurs.— The critic then takes a rapid review of 
the French Hiftorians, and proceeds to make the following lively 
remarks on the difficulty of writing Hiftory in France, a^d the vo* 
latile charafter of his countrymen — ^J'ai deji pr^venu Tune des plus 
grandes difficult^s pour les auteurs ; ils devroient etre en memo 
tems hommes de cabinet & hommes du monde. Par Tetude on ne 
connoit que les anciens, & les mceurs bourgeoifes; & dans la bonne 
compagnic, on perd fon tems. Ton ecrit peu, ct Ton penfe encore 
moins 

L'haleine manque a un ^rivain Fran9ois faute de conftancr; il 
entrepend legirement de grands ouvrages, il les continue avec 
nonchalance, il les finit avec degdut : s*il les abandonne quelque 
tems, il ne les reprend plus, & nous voyons que tous nos con« 
tinuateurs ont ^chou^. La laffitude du foir fe rcfTent de Tardeur 
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du matin. C'eft dela qu'il nous arrive Ac n'avoir de bon, que 

de petits morceaux, foit en poefie, foit en profe nous 

n'avons que des morceaux Hiftoriques, & prefque pa$ 

vne Ifiiloire generate digne de louange, 

Choix des Memoires de TAcademie, £ccw 
Londres, 17771 torn. iii. p. 627. 
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NOTE I. Verse 30. 

AND Jhake th* affrighted world with dire porienisJ] There is a» 
curious treatife of Dr* Warburton's on this fubjeifl, which is 
become very fcarce; it is entitled, " A. critical and philofophical En- 
** quiry into the caufes of prodigies and miracles, as related by Hifto- 
•* rians, with an Effay towards reftoring a method and purity in Hif-- 
^ tory." It contains, like moft of the compofitions of this dogmaticaE 
Writer, a ftrange mixture of judicious criticifm and entertaining, 
abfurdity, ia a ftyle fo extraordinary, that I think the following 
^ecimena of it may amufe a reader,, who has not happened to meet 
with this fingular book. — Having celebrated Rawleigh and Hyde^. 
as writers of true hiftoric genius, he adds \ ** almoft all the reft of 
tur Hiftories want Life, Soul, Shape, and Body : a mere hodge-^ 
podge of abortive embryos and rotten carcafes, kept in an unna^ 
tural ferment (which the vulgar miftake for real life) by the rank 
fcveok of grodigies and portents. Which can't but afford gooct 
Tci diverliojjj 
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divcrfion to the Critic, while he obiervcs how naturally one of their 
^wn fables is here mythologi2ra and explain'd, of a church-yard 
jcarcafe, raifed and fet a Jirutting by the inflation of fome hellijh fuc^ 
cubus within.'' He then pafles a heavy cenfure on the antiqua- 
rian publications of Thomas Hearne ; in the clofe of which he ex- 
claims — ** Wonder not, reader, at the view of thefe extravagancies. 
The Hiftoric Mufe, after much vain longing for a vigorous adorer, 
is now fallen under that indifpofition of her fex, fo well known by 
a depraved appetite for tralh and cinders." — Having quoted two 
paflages from this Angular Critic, in which his metaphorical lan- 
guage is exceedingly grofs, candour obliges me to tranfcribe ano- 
ther, which is no lefs remarkable for elegance and beauty of ex- 
preffion. In defcribing Salluft, at one time the loud advocate of 
public fpirit, and afterwards (haring in the robberies of Caefar, he 
icxpreffes this variation of character by the following imagery :— 
^* No fooner did the warm afpedl o/ good fortune (hine out again^ 
but all thofe exalted ideas of virtue and honour, raifed like a beau- 
tiful kind of froft-work^ in the cold feafon of adverfity, xiiiTolved 
and difappparecj/* 

Jinquiry, &c. London, 1727, page ij. 

NOTE II. Ver«e 51. 

On Francio now the Gallic page is mutCy 

And Brit ijh Story drops the name of Brute.'] The origin of the 
French nation was afcribed by one of tibe Monkifh Hiftorians to 
Francio, a fon of Priaiji : Mr. Warton, who mentions this circum- 
ftance in his Diflertation on the origin of romantic fidlion in Europe, 
fuppofes that the revival of Virgil's iEneid, about the fixth or fe- 
yenth century, infpired many nations with this chimerical idea of 
tracing their defcent from the family of Priam, There is a very 
remarkable proof in the Hiftorian Matthew of Weftminfter, how 
fond the Englifh were of confidering themfelves as the defccndanti 

of 


THIRD EPISTLE. t^j 

ef the Trojan Brutus. In a letter from Edward the Firft to 
Pope Boniface^ concerning the affairs of Scotland, the King boafts- 
of his Trojan predecefTor in the following terms : — Sub temporibus 
itaque Ely & Samuelis prophctarum, vir quidam ftrenuus et infignis, 
Brutus nomine, de genere Trojanorum, poft excidium urbis Trojanse 
cum multis nobilibus Trojanorum applicuit in quandam Infulam^ 
tunc Albion vocatam, a gigantibus inhabitatam^ quibus fua et fuo- 
cum fedudtis potentia et occifis, eam nomine fuo Britanniam foci- 
ofque fuos Britannos appellavit, & aedificavit civitatem quam Tri- 
novantum nuncupavit,, quae modo Londinum nuncupatur. 

Matt. Westmon. p. 43^.^ 

NOTE III. Verse jj. 

And Bacoris felf^ for mental glory borny^ 

MeetSf as herjlave^ our pity, or our /corn.'] I wifh not td dwell 
invidioufly on the failings of this immortal Genius; but it may be 
ufeful to remark, that no Hiftorical work, though executed by a* 
man of the higheft mental abilities, can obtain a lafting reputation, 
if it be planned and written with, a fervility of fpirit. — This was 
evidently the cafe in Bacon's Hiftory of Henry the Vllth : it was 
the firft work he engaged in after his difgrace, and laid as a peace- 
offering at the feet of his mafter, the defpicable James, who affedred 
to confider his great grandfather, the abjeft and avaricious Henry, 
as the model of a King. It was therefore the aim of the unfortu- 
nate Hiftorian to flatter this phantafy of the royal pedant, for whom 
he wrote, and he accordingly formed a coloffal ftatue to reprefent 
a pigmy.— It is matter of aftonifliment that Lord Bolingbroke, who 
in his political works has. written on the vices of this very King, 
with a force and beauty fo fuperior to the Hiftory in queftion, 
fliould fpeak of it as a work poffeffing merit fufficient to bear a 
comparifon with the antients: on the contrary, the extreme awk- 
2 wardixofS' 
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wardnefs of the tafk, which the Hiftorian impofed upon himfelf, 
gave a weaknefs and cmbarraflment to his ftylc, which in his nobler 
works is dear, nervous, and manly. This will particularly ap- 
pear from a few lines in his charafter of Henry. — ** This King, to 
fpeak of him in terms equal to his deferving, was one of the heft 
fort of wonders, a wonder for wife men. He had parts, both iA 
his virtues and his fortune, not fb fit for a common-place a^ fof 
obfervation. . . >. . His worth may bear a tale or two, that may put 
upon him fomewhat, that may feem divine." — He then relates t 
dream of Henry's mother, the Lady Margaret : but the quotationi 
I have made may be fufficient to juftify my remark; and, as 
Dr. Johnfon fays happily of Milton, *' What Englifhman can 
take delight in traofcribing paflages, which, if they leflen the re- 
putation of Bacon, diminifb in fome degree the honour of our 
xrountry ?'* 

NOTE IV. Verse 92. 

And of that mountain make thcjlatueofa King.] An allufion to the 
Afchited: Dinocrates, who offered to cut Mount Athos into a fta- 
iue of Alexander the Great. 


NOTE V. Veuse 97. 

As crown J wit 6 Indian /aurels, nobly won^ G^r.] This ftory is 
told on a fimilar occafion by Lucian. Having aflerted that hiftori- 
cal flatterers often meet with the indignation they deferve, he pro- 
ceeds to this example : «(yTf/) ApigoSsKov iicvcyixxioiv ypcL^cLvroQ A'hB^OLvtpH 
%tiLi Tlc^poVy KXi oivxyvovTcc ccvTCi TSTO (uwcA/^^ TO ^wp/cv T^jc ypaC^c* 
(a3£To yap %ap/f/(rOa/ tx iJjytgx tco ^xaiXsh sm^eijhixevcc xpiqBiXi tsvxc 

XVTL^f KXt XVXTTTiXTTQV epyX (jL6/{G) TVJC X>^Vi6ElXc) A«£wv iKeiVOQ TO fiiChou 

{rX£0VT§c i* €Toyxxvov ev Ttt roTXfi(c tw TixcTret) eppiy^ev «7r/ xe^oAiiv ec to 
9 t/Jttp, 
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viu^p, mmtiv ** Ktfi ere h ovrw (XP^^ ^ ApigoCsTiS, toiavtx VTrsp efiy 
puovotiax^nnx, ttxi ei^cpxvTXc &f xncvTiOi (Pcvbvovtx.'' 

LuciAN. Edit. Riollay, p, 28. 
The Critics are much divided on this paflage : I have followed 
an interpretation very different from that adopted by a learned and 
judicious author, who has lately entered into a thorough difcuffion 
of all the anecdotes relating to this celebrated Conqueror, in a very 
elaborate and fpirited diflertation, entitled, **Examen critique des 
Hiftoriens d' Alexandre," Paris, 4to, 1775. But there is great 
probability in his conje(flure, that the name of Ariftobulus has 
dipt into the ftory by fome miftake -, and that the lycophant fo 
juftly reprimanded was Oneficritus, who attended the hero of Ma- 
cedon in quality of Hiftoriographer, and is cenfured by the judi- 
cious Strabo as the moft fabulous of all the Writers who have 
engaged in his Hiftory. For the reafons which fupport this con- 
jedlure, fee the book I have mentioned, page 19. 

NOTE VI. Verse ii5. 

In Dedications quietly inurnd, 

They take more lying Praife than Amman JpurndS\ As Hiftory - Is 
the compofition moft frequently addrefled to Princes, modern Hif- 
torians have been peculiarly tempted to this kind of adulation.-— 
Indeed Dedications in general are but too commonly a difgrace to 
letters. Perhaps a concife Hiftory of this fpecies of writing, and 
the fate of fome remarkable Dedicators, might have a good influence 
towards corredling that proftitution of talents, which is fo often 
obferved in produdtions of this nature ; and fuch a work might be 
very amufing to the lovers of literary anecdote.— -The two moft un- 
fortunate Dedications that occur to my remembrance, were written 
by Jofhua Barnes, and Dr. Pearce, late Bifliop of Rochefter : The 
firft dedicated his Hiftory of Edward the Hid, to James the Hd, 
and upluckily conipared that Monarch to the moft valiant of his 

X , predeceflbrs^ 
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predecefTorSy jufl before his timidity led him to abdicate th^ tlvonc t 
the fecond dedicated his edition of Tally de Oratore to Lord Mac^ 
clesficld, and as unluckily celebrated his patron as a model of pub- 
lic virtue, not many years before he was impeached in parlianient,, 
and fined £. 30,000 for the iniquity of his coududl m the office of 
Chancellor. 

NOTE VII. Verse 135, 

Sti/I can HerrerOy mourning oer his urn^ 

His dying pangs to blifsful rapture turn.] Antonio de Herrera^ ai 
Spanifh Hiftorian of great reputation, defcribes the death of Phi- 
lip II. in the following terms : — *^ Y fue cofa de notar, que avicndo' 
dos, o tres horas antes que efpiraffe, tenido un paraxifmo taft 
violento, que le tuvieron por acabado, cubriendole cl roftra 
con un panno, abrio los ojos con gran efpiritu^ y tomb el 
crucifixo de mano de Don Hernando de Toledo, y con graa 
devocion, y ternura le beso muchas vozes, y a la imagen de 
nueftra Sennora de Monferrate, que eftava en la candela. Parecia 
al Ar9obifpo de Toledo, a los confeflbres, y a quantos fe hallaroa 
prefentes, que era impofliblc, que naturaln^ente huviefle podida 
bolwr tan prefto, y con tan vivo efpiritu, fino que devio de tcner 
en aquel puhto alguna vifion y favor del cielo, y que mas foe rapto^ 
que paraxifmo t luego bolvio al agonia, y fe fue acabando poco a. 
poco, y con pequenno movimiento fe le arranc6 el alma, domingo 
a treze de Setiembre a las cinco horas de la mannana, fiendo fus 
ultimas palabras, que moria como Catolico en la Ffi y obediencia 
de la fanta Iglefia Romana ; y affi acab6 efte grait Monarca con lar 
mifma prudencia con que vivio : por lo qual (meritamentc) fe le 
dio el atributo de prudente* 

Hift. General delMundo, por Ant. Herrera, Madrid t6ii5» 
' Tom. iii. f. 777. 

After fpeaking fb freely on the vices of this Monarch, it is but 
juft to obfervcj that Philip> who poiTeflcd all the iedatc cruelty 
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of the cold-blooded 0<flavius, refembled him alfo in one amiable 
quality, and was fo much a friend to letters, that his reign may be 
confidercd as the Auguftan age of Spanifli literature. — His moft 
bloody minifter, the mercilcfs Alva, was the Maecenas of that won- 
derful and voluminous Poet, Lope de Vega. I cannot help re- 
gretting that the two eminent Writers, who have lately delineated 
the reigns of Charles the Vth, and his Son Philip, fo happily in 
our language, have entered fo little into the literary HiftoTy of 
thofe times. 


NOTE VIII. Verse 158- 

Nor hope tojiairty on bafe DetraStiotisfcroll, 

A Tullys morals y or a Sidney s foul /] Dion Caffius, the fordid 
advocate of defpotifm, endeavoured to depreciate the character of 
Cicero, by inferting in his Hiftory the moft indecent Oration that 
ever difgraced the page of an Hiftorian.— -In the opening of his 
46th book, he introduces Q^Fufius Calenus haranguing the Ro- 
man fenate againft the great ornament of that aflembly, calling Ci- 
cero a magician, and accufing him of proftituting his wife, and 
committing inceft with his daughter. Some late hiftorical attempts 
to fink the reputation of the great Algernon Sidney, are fo recent, 
that they will occur to the remembrance of almoft every Reader. 

NOTE IX. Verse 179. 

Nor lefs the blemijhy tho of different kind^ 

Fromfalfe Philofophys conceits refind! &c.] The ideas In this paf- 
fage are chiefly borrowed from the excellent obfervations oh Hiftory 
in Dr. Gregory's Comparative View. As that engaging little volume, 
is fo generally known, I fhall not lengthen thefe Notes by tran- 
fcribing any part of it j but I thought it juft to acknowledge my 
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obligations to an Author, whofe fentiments I am proud to adopts 
as he united the nobleil affections of the heart to great elegance 
of mind, and is juftly ranked among the moft amiable of moral 
writers. 


NOTE X. Verse 218. 

T^ofpeak no Falfehood I and no Truth fupprefsJ] Quis nefcit, primam 
cflc Hiftoriae legem ne quid falfi dicere audeat ? deinde, ne quid 
veri non audeat. De Oratore, Lib. ii. 

Voltaire has made a few juft remarks on the fecond part of this 
famous Hiftorical maxim; and it certainly is to be underftood with 
fome degree of limitation. The fentence of the amiable Pliny, fo 
often quoted— Hiftoria quoquo modo fcripta deleftat — is liable, I 
apprehend, to flill more objedions. 


'( 


NOTE XI. Verse 266. 


A ivajie of Genius in the toil ofKnolles.'] Richard Knolles, a native 
of Northamptonfhire, educated at Oxford, publiflied, in 16 10, 
a Hiftory of the Turks. An Author of our age, to whom both 
criticifm and morality have very high obligations, has beftowed 
a liberal encomium on this neglefted Hiftorian ; whofe charafter he 
clofes with the following juft obfervation : 

** Nothing could have funk this Author in obfcurity, but the 
remotenefs and barbarity of the people whofe ftory he relates. It 
feldom happens, that all circumftances concur to happinefs or 
fame. The nation which produced this great Hiftorian, has the 
grief of feeing his genius employed upon a foreign and uninterefting 
fubjedl ; and that Writer, who might have fecured perpetuity to his 
name, by a Hiftory of his own country, has expofed himfelf to the 
10 danger 
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danger of oblivion^ by recounting cnterprizes and revolutions, of 
which none deiire to be informed/' 

Rambler, Vol, III, N* 122^ 


NOTE XII. Verse 330. 

^nd read your juji reward in Brady s fate /] Robert Brady, born 
in Norfplk, was ProfefTor of Phyfic in the Univerfity of Cam* 
bridge, which he reprefented in Parliament. — He was Mafter of 
Caius College, and Phyfician in ordinary to James II. He publifhed, 
in 1684, a Hiftory of England, from the invafion of Julius Caefar 
to the death of Richard the Second, in three volumes folio : and 
died in 1700. — His charadler cannot be more juftly or more forcibly 
exprefled, than in the words of a living Author, who has lately 
vindicated the antient conftitution of our country with great depth 
of learning, and with all the energy of genius infpirited by 
.freedom. 

** Of Dr. Brady it ought to be remembered, that he was the 
flave of a faftion, and that he meanly proftituted an excellent un- 
derftanding, and admirable quicknefs, to vindicate tyranny, and tp 
deftroy the rights of his nation.'' 

Stuart's View of Society in Europe. 
Notes, page 327. 

NOTE XIII. Verse 381. 

Like the dumb Son of CrcefuSf in the Jirife.'] Herodotus relates, 
that a Perfian foldier, in the ftorming of Sardis, was preparing to 
kill Crcefus, whofe perfon he did not know, and who, giving up all 
as loft, neglecfted to defend his own life ; a fon of the unfortunate 
Monarch, who had been dumb from his infancy, and who never 

fpake 
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fpake afterwards^ found utterance in that trying moment, and 
prcferved his father, by exclaiming '^ O kill not Croefus." 


NOTE XIV. Verse 387. 

Lefs eager to corre£i, than to revile.^ This is perhaps a jull de- 
fcription of l*he polemical Divine, as a general charafter : but there 
are fome authors of that clafs, to whom it can never be applied. 
—Dr. Watfon, in particular, will be ever mentioned with honour, 
as one of the happy few, who have preferved the purity of juftice 
and good manners in a zealous defence of religion ; who have given 
elegance and fpirit to controverfial writing, by that liberal elevation 
of mind, which is equally removed from the meannefs of flattery 
and the infolence of detra(fUon. 


NOTE XV. Verse 393. 

The noble tnJiinB, Love of lajling Fame.] There is a moft- ani- 
mated and judicious defence of this paffion in Fitzofborne's Let- 
ters. — But I inuil content myfelf with barely referring my Rea- 
der to that amiable Moralifl:, as I fear I have already extended 
thefe Notes to fuch a length, as will expofe me to the ieve- 
rity of criticifm. Indeed I tremble in reviewing the fize of this 
Comment : which I cannot clofe without entreating my Rea- 
der to believe, that its bulk has arifen from no vain ideas of 
the value of my own Poem, but from a defire to throw col- 
kAed light on a fubje<a, which appeared to me of importance, 
and to do all the juftice in my power to many valuable writers, 
whom I wifhed to celebrate. — Thofe who are inclined to cen- 
fure^ will perhaps think this apology infufficient ; and I forefee 

5 that 
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that fome hafly Critics will compare the length of the Poem 
with that of the Annotations, and then laying down the book 
without perufing either, they will apply perhaps (not unhap« 
pily) to the Author the following lively couplet of Dr. Young : 

Sure, next to writing, the moft idle thing 
Is gravely to harangue on what we fing« 
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ERRATA; 

Page 9. end of Ver. no, the Semicolon Ihould be a Comma; 

58. id Line of the Argument, (hould read thus, Vaniiy^ nathnal and 

private-^ 
Sj. 1. 15. after Thucydides— the Full Scop Ihould be a Comm^ 
1 1 1. 1. 7. from the bottom, for adgandcre, read adgaudcrc. 

116. L 3. from the bottom, far 13, 14. read XIII. XIV. 

1 17. 1. I. after heraldry, add it was indeed the favourite ttudfi 






